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A. R. Shikhsaidov, A. B. Khalidov 

MANUSCRIPTS OF AL-GHAZALi'S WORKS IN DAGHEST AN 

Daghestan, once a northern province of the Arab chaliph
ate, mamtamed, despite its later decline, commercial and 
cultural relations with Muslim countries of the Near and 
M 1ddle East for many centuries. As a result, it became 
a place, where works of Arabic literature were widely 
spread. Onental manuscripts, documents and epigraphical 
matenals, which survived in this region, are hardly known 
to specialists even in the Russian Federation and the former 
L"SSR. Comprehensive and systematic exploration of the 
Daghestan Republic in this respect was carried out more or 
less regularly during last 25-30 years. The main centre 
there in which Onental manuscripts and other written 
documents are gathered and studied, is the Institute of His
tory, Language and Literature (the Daghestan Branch of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences) in Makhachkala. Its numer
ous yearly expedillons to aouls (villages), district centres, 
and towns bring new materials and interesting finds. How
ever. their publications are rare, being limited to several ar
t1c les and one catalogue of selected manuscripts [I], so 
much 1s to be done in the field. 

A maJor part of the Arabic manuscripts preserved in 
Daghestan are those which were produced in the country 
Itself by local students, 'ulama ·, amateurs, and professional 
ka11hs. Mostly they were copied in the last three centunes, 
but the tradition of their copying goes back to earlier times. 
The art of Daghestan masters of paper manufacturing, book 
copying, and book binding had its own local peculiarities. 
Of course, there are also Arabic manuscripts which were 
brought to Daghestan from other parts of the Muslim 
world. The oldest of them are connected with the SaljOq 
rule when numerous madrasas were founded and were 
flounsh111g. This is especially evident in the case of al
Ghazalfs works. copies of which are described in the pres
ent article. 

Wntten sources provide evidence that many persons 
ong111ating from Daghestan received education in the 
SalJOq Baghdad. Among them were, for instance, Abo 
'Lmar 'Uthman b. al-Musaddad b. A~ad al-Darbandl 
( d after 500), known as faqlh Baghdad because he lived in 
this city for some time, attended lectures on law by shaykh 
Abo Isl)aq al-Shiraz! (d. 486/ l 083) and was a pious faqlh; 
Abu Bakr Muhammad b. ·Ashir al-Shirwanl al-Darbandl, 
who studied iaw in the famous madrasa al-Ni?amlya 
(recorded by al-Asnawl), and l:laklm b. Ibrahim b. l:laklm 
al-Khunllql al-Darbandl, an authoritative shiifi '/ faqlh, who 
studied Islamic law with al-Ghazall and lived afterwards in 
Bukhara. where he died in 53811143-44 [2]. According to 

Zakarlya' al-Qazwlnl [3], another madrasa al-Ni?amlya 
was founded in Daghestan, in the settlement of TsakhOr. It 
is noteworthy that in 1987, not far from Tsakhur (' ), 
a manuscript copied out in 69411295 in madlnat al-salfim 
Baghdad fi-1-madrasa 1-Ni?fimfya was found, which con
tains the Shar~ by Al)mad al-Maw~ill on al-Tanbih fi-1-fiqh 
by Abo lsl)aq al-Shiraz!. The Institute of History, Language 
and Literature in Makhachkala has in its holdings a number 
of other manuscripts connected in this or that way with the 
famous al-Ni?amlya in Baghdad and with the activity of its 
teachers. 

This paper is limited to the available data on copies of 
works by al-Ghazal!. By titles are known more than 400 
writings of Abu l:lamid Mul)ammad al-Ghazall (451-
505/l 059-1111 ), the famous theologian, jurist, $Off, 
preacher and didactic writer, but only a dozen of those be
came popular and were widespread in numerous copies. 
First of all it is a voluminous Ihya · 'uliim al-din and its 
parts. In Daghestan there are only five writings of this 
author, preserved in manuscripts, which deal with shiifi '/ 
law, theology and Sufism: lhya ·, Jawfihir al-Qur ·an, with 
a systematic exposition of theology, Minhfij al- 'fibidln, 
which gives a summary of the theory of Sufism and was 
possibly attributed to the famous author, Bidfiyat al-hidfiva, 
containing a short account of rules of daily life prescribed 
for a faithful Muslim, and al-Wajfz - a manual of 
shiifi '/ law. 

I. Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute (Fund 14, 
No. l /909). 195 fols. Size: 24.4 x 17.0 cm. 17 lines per 
page. Thick, light-cream, polished paper of Oriental manu
facturing. Bold naskh. Dark brown ink, here and there 
light-brown. Custods on the first 13 fols. The pagination of 
later origin. Binding with a flap is of light-brown leather, 
stamped with simple lines. The condition of the MS is fine, 
for the exception of a few worm-eaten folios. The MS con
tains the following fragments of the work - one kit fib from 
Rub' al-muhlikfit (fols. lb-42b): 

y!.WI ._,.,USJl J-4>.J _),j~I f'..i ._,.,\.:i.5 

and two kitiibs from Rub' al-munjiyfit. The first kitiib on 
fols. 43b-87b: 
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The date at the end is given as follows (fol. 87b ): 

:;._wll \Sj ~ cJ-.o ~I 4.4} 0'~1 4.4} (;-' .. ).:; ..:.lJJj 

..ii~ tJL...u.11 ~J.C. ~L, l.)"=-..9 Cr.:-iw.., .::.u,u .:u...., 

20 Dhii'l-Qa'da 586 corresponds to 19 December 
1190. 

The second kitiib on fols. 88b-l 94b: 

It ends with the words containing the date: 

..9 ~ ~ ~I \Sj cJ-.o ~l.w.JI .t4JJI ~ ~l_rO ~I_, 

~..,Cr.:-iw 

7 Dhii '1-l:lijja 586 corresponds to 5 January 1191. 
This old manuscript was brought to the Institute from 

the expedition to the inner regions of Daghestan and origi
nates from Ousisha, the village in the Akousha district, but 
the year of its acquisition was not fixed. In many cases dots 
of letters are omitted in the MS, some words are written in 
an unusual way. Unfortunately, the computer-program does 
not permit to demonstrate all the peculiarities of this and of 
other manuscripts. 

2. Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute (Fund 14, 
No. 1.13). 416 fols. Size: 39.5 X 28.0 cm. 40 lines per page. 
Thick, light-cream paper of Oriental manufacturing. Large
s1zc naskh. vocalised only on several pages at the begin
ning. Black ink. words like kitiib, biib, etc. are singled out 
111 red. Text is enclosed in frame of double red rules. The 
custods are put throughout. Pagination was added much 
later. Leather binding. The condition of the MS is fine. 

The MS contains the full text of the lhyii' (all four 
ruh's). The endings of each nib', sometimes of kitiibs as 
well. are dated; for instance, we read on p. 169: 

y jSl'I ._,.,l..il ._,.,us ..il.:,.11 ~ ·~ .., wl..i~I tu r3 
J ...... ~ I .::J _, .->-' __p:; cJ-.o t,..r" wl ..i WI tu cJ-.o J.., l' I ._,., bSJ I 

~I ~I -'! ~ fa l'I ~__, ~ cJ-.o J.,,ill'I d:.4J 
Lo+J <lJI fa ..i=.1 0-! ~..J..il "..ii_#_, <lll ~.J JI ~I 

<tlb.....w_, .u._., .:u...., ' '' ~I F..9 

The month RabT' II in 906 began on the 25th of Octo
ber 1500. As mentioned on p. 341, the copying of Rub' al
'<ld<lt was completed in 906, while on p. 538 it is said that 
Ruh' al-11111hlik<11 was finished in RabT' II 909/September
October 1503. On p. 743 the ending reads as follows: 

jy-t]I_, .._,wl'I_, ~I ._,.,US fal 

i. e. excerpt from Ruh' al-munjiyiit was completed in 
A.H. 911 which began on 4 June 1505. 

On p. 837 1t is said: 

,k..__, l'I t.Y- tl->5)'1 tlJI ~~I ~ ~l.w.JI t..r" 
u-"'-1)1 ~I o.wll \Sj ~ cJ-.o fa ..:JWI ~I .::J_, 

~..->" ~ ..i=.1 0-! ~..J..il <lJI ..,U. JI [~I ~I 

~ fa .)._, <ll <lll fa~ \SJl1. \S~ cJ-.o ol....t..,SI 

tJL...u.11 ~~I ;,~ cJ-.o <tJL, ~-'fa ~I t--..JWI 

13 Dhii'l-Qa'da 912 corresponds to 27 March 1507. 
Thus, the book had been copying during six and a half 
years, from 25 October 1500 till 27 March 1507. 

This manuscript was acqired in 1948 at the village 
Akousha in the Akousha district. There is a note on p. 3: 

._,JJ _,.o I ._,.,iS c).o 

The MS belonged to the mosque of this village. On p. 838 
it is mentioned thatjiimi' of Akousha possessed 147 books 
in 1194/1780. All of them are enumerated by titles. 

Two points related to the toponymy in the colophon 
need an explanation. The place-name of the village (or 
rather the small town) - Aqiishah (written with three dots 
under 3) - is now the centre of the administrative district 
Akousha, inhabited by the Dargin people. Three dots under 
the Arabic letter 3 here are meant in the MS to denote an 
uvular aspired affricate of the Darginian language as dis
tinct from the usual 3. As to the place-name \SJl1. ~. it 
is the historical region Ghazikumukh, the main part of 
which is occupied now by the Lak district with the village 
Kumukh as its centre. Earlier it also bore the name Ghaz
ikumukh or Qazikumukh. 

3. The manuscript was kept in Turakari, a separated 
farm of the village Urari in the Akousha district, by the 
relatives of Husin Alibekov (sic), who died in 1980. The 
MS was discovered during Institute's 1988 expedition by 
A. Shikhsaidov, A. Isayev, and D. Gadjiyeva. 

293 fols. Size: 38.5 x 27.0 cm, 27 lines per page. Yel
lowish paper of local manufacturing. The paper is of un
even density. Bold naskh. Shining black ink. Binding of 
Oriental manufacturing with a flap, light-brown leather 
with stamped lines. The condition of the MS is good for the 
exception of a few folios. 

The copy contains the first half of lhvii' and ends with 
the second rub' of the writing. In the col~phon we read: 

•Y=u..J wl..iWI tu fal Y..9 ~4.=. l'I ..,_..:6Ji cJ-.o ._,.,bSJI r3 
cJ-.o J.Jl'I ._,.,L:iS.Jly ..,_.,~ c->-'1 ._,.,us '44 \SjJI ..il.:,.11 ~ 

~ 0-!...JI t_,.k ,4.=.I cJ-.o ..:JWI t'__,JI Y..9 0 \SJ+ll t'--' 

... IJ"'-"_,b.11 JljiJI ~ 0-! ~ 0-! ~ t\..,l'I ~I 

0'~1 ~I t.Y- ;;.~ ~US cJ-.o yJlSJI t..r" .;.0_, 

-'! ~ <tlb.....w .:u...., ~ ~I \Sj -:J)-!11 <lJI ~ cJ-.o 

0-! 0..9>8' ~I 4->__, ~.J JI ~~I _, <lJI ..i4c- ~I 

~ <lJ I fa "-"'~I ..i=.1 

The date mentioned, 20 Dhii'l-l:lijja 900, corresponds 
to 11 September 1495. The manuscript has been recently 
transferred to the village Urari, where it is kept by Tayyib 
Magomedov. Al-ShTrTnT is a nisba derived from Shari. the 
name of a village in the Dahadayev district. 

4. Manuscript discovered by the same expedition in 
1988, in the above-mentioned Turakari. It is also kept by 
Tayyib Magomedov ofUrari. 

413 fols. Size: 36.5 x 28.5 cm, 23 lines per page. White 
paper of uneven density, yellowish or brownish on borders. 
Legible naskh. Shining black ink, headline words in red 
ink. Oriental binding of dark brown leather. Manuscript is 
badly damaged. 

The text begins with the first kitiih of Rub' al-muhlik<lt 
and ends as follows: 

cJ-.o t,1_,ill ~..9 0-!_JI t_,.k ,4.=.I JoS <U.~ _, ._,.,bSJI \"3 
~ t-'..J\.:; ..9 fa l'I ~__, fa 0"..il.w.JI J.,,ill'I t.Y- ~US 
~ yl ~ :;. ~ cJ-.o .;.J:;_, <tlb.....w ~I cJ-.o .:u...., 



20 IY!Jnnuscriptn Orientnlin. VOL. 3 NO. 2 JUNE 1997 

q_,~ ..:.ro .i.=1 0-! 0,j_;-AI <lll ..)~ .....U...:01 ~ ~ 

~I F-9 4J <lll fa 0-'~ 
16 Ra bf' II 903 corresponds to 12 December 1497. 

There 1s a record on the MS about its belonging to the main 
mosque of Urari: 

lS).J )II ~ tal:>JI -:,,t,g_,.gy 0" 

5. Manuscnpt fixed by us in 1984 in the private library 
of Magomedzapir Zakaryayev in the village Moughi of the 
Akousha district. 

Size: 40.5 x 28.0 cm. White paper of local manufac
tunng and of uneven density. No pagination. 

The MS 111cludes Rub' a/-'iidiit. While copying it, the 
scnbe __,t11 .=...i.o 0-! (l..iS) ~by name mentions several 
dates. which testify that the process of transcribing of this 
MS took about half a year, from ~afar till Sha'ban 1084 -
that 1s. from May till November 1673. There are several 
other MSS 111 the collection of M. Zakaryayev, which were 
copied by the same J:li<;ir (sic}, son of Minna! from Moughi. 
At the cemetery of this village, an epitaph on the grave of 
the scnbe still exists: 

No date is mentioned, but it can be established ap
proximately from the records cited with concern to the 
copy111g of al-Ghazalfs work. 

6. Manuscript 111 the private collection of Magomed
Lap1r Zakaryayev from Moughi includes a part of l~yii ·and 
the first half of the lexicographical work by al-Jawharf 
al-Sahah. The name of the copyist is not mentioned, but he 
can securely be identified as J:li<;lr, son of Minna! from 
\1ough1. 

Size: 30.0 x 20.0 cm. Thick, rough paper of local 
manufacturing. No pagination. B111ding of leather stamped 
with lines. 

7. Manuscript kept in the village Dibghalik of the Da
hadayev district (the private collection of Sharip Musayev; 
d. 1980) It was inherited by his son Rajap Musayev. Previ
ously 11 belonged to the mosque of this village. 

Size: 28.5 x 18.4 cm. 19 lines per page. Dense, dark
ened paper manufactured in Daghestan. Black ink. Wide 
marg111s mostly filled with glosses and memoranda. No 
pag111ation. Binding of dark-brown leather, in good con
d111on. 

The colophon reads as follows: 

~I ..:r.,J.ll t_,1£ •4.:>-1 ..:,ro ._p. ~ ..:,ro t_l_)ll ~J lg 

~.i.11 J!,l.'.i.JI ~I ¥1 ~ ..:,ro Jljill -:...,,.tl _->5~ 
. ' 

<l.ll ~ ~ 0-' ~~I <lll ~.)· JI ~l]I 

JJ)ll ~ ~-9 t.....w <t.w cs" J:.~I ~~I ~Y-
'- : ii ~ £ • - ' • 11 · JI· ' ..:J WI <ll 1 ' . ~ .:..._J~ tY-~ Y-" .) . ~~ 

~~WI ,_j.)WI )l..iWI J.>tS..ll tl...)11 l.;)ly ~ 

The month of Shawwal in 1079 A.H. began on the 
4th of March 1669 A.O. 

8. A single sheet with a note, which was discovered 
dunng the 1979 expedition of the Institute [4]: 

~ ..:.ro ..:r.,..i.ll t_,.k -4.:>.1 ...,..us ..:.ro -:...,,.tl _>5::, ...,..us~ 
4-Ul53 ~l.:t .• .:.-9 ~ -9 ~I <t.w ~.) si.)WI <lll 

' . ".'.(II ._i..,, 
~ Y-

The date mentioned is Rajab 872/ January-February 
1468, and the nisba al-Kubashf indicates an origin of the 
copyist from the village Koubachi (the Dahadayev district}, 
renowned for its goldsmiths. 

9. Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute (Fund 14, 
No. 1/2388). Its origin is unknown. 

150 fols. Approximate size: 26.2 X 18.2 cm. 13 lines 
per page. Thick cotton paper of dingy-greyish colour and of 
uneven texture. Large-size, vocalised Daghestani naskh. 
Black ink. Several words and signs in red ink. Custods. No 
pagination. Binding of shine dark-brown leather is dam
aged. 

The end: 

..:.ro t,_; ..i.Q ..:r.,..i.ll t_,.k -4.:>.1 ._,..JS ..:.ro -:...,,.tl _->5J ...,..us.:...& 
cs" ~)II ..il...;.. ..:J.)W.1 <lll ~ ..:.ro .~....>)II tY- ..1.>_,.....w 

~lfa.J)I ~ 0-! lS~I "-!llS-9 ~~-9 y.k ~ <t.w 

The month of Jumada I in 916 A.H. began on the 6th of 
August 1510 A.O. The nisba al-Zirihgiranf points to the 
origin of the scribe from the village Koubachi. 

I. Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute (Fund 14, 
No. 1/1732). Besides this work (pp. 1-308), the MS in
cludes various excerpts, sermons, ~adiths (pp. 309-17), 
Kitiib Ta '/Im al-muta 'a/Jim by Abu Ja'far 'Uthman 
b. 'Umar al-ZarbUnf (pp. 317-41 }, a qaslda (pp. 342-
3), Kitiib al-iidiib al-dlnlya (pp. 344-91), hadlths 
(pp. 391-440). 

Size: 19.5 x 14.0 cm. 14-17 lines per page. Thick, 
light-cream, polished paper of uneven density. Clear Dagh
estani naskh. Black ink, words like biib.fasl, qiila, thumma 
are singled out by overlining in red. The colophon is en
closed in a figured frame of two red rules. Regular custods. 
Recent pagination. New binding of leatherette. 

The colophon reads as follows: 

..:,ro ;,~)II .W:.....Jl .l."'-! ..:r.,..1-!WI c::.\+Lo ._,..US ..:,ro t,_; ..i.Q 

¥1 ~ ~ ~~ -9 .:.,Jl; <t.w .J ~)II t!:"....> ~ 
~Ll._,£.)11 .i.=1 0-! 0"-'...J..il ~I ~I ~I 

Al-AghUshahf here is a nisba to be derived from the 
name of the village Akousha /Aqousha /Aghousha. The 
date, Rabf' II 903, corresponds to November-December 
1497. Copying of the Ta '/Im al-muta 'a//im was finished on 
2 Sha 'ban 898119 May 1493 by the same Idris, son of 
AJ:imad. There is also a note about purchasing of the MS 
and its donation into waqf: 

.::."-! L>"-9..i._>il ~_,JI Jl& . ._,..USJI 1..i.4i lSy..11 ..W .l."'-! L.1 

..:,ro i--WI ._,..)lb ~ ~ lii-9 4-ic ....ii-9 -9 ~ &1 

..i~ ..:,,I b~ i--WI l..U, JU,I ..:,,lS J. ~I .t...~ 
o-"jj <l.i.o 

2. Manuscript in possession of Charak Oumarov, an in
habitant of Akousha. Participants of Institute's 1984 expe
dition had an opportunity to look it through cursorily. 

Thick, white, slightly darkened paper. Daghestani 
naskh. Black ink. Leather binding. On fols. 1-2 there is 
a biographical note concerning al-Ghazalfs learning. 

The colophon: 
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_)c.. ~.) _, 0W _, ...J..11 ~ r-k~l 0~ ~ ~ 

~I ~ 0lfa.Jj.ll ~ ~ ..i.=..1 0-!I 15y_j.2.ll 

15fll 

The month of Sha 'ban in 1048 began on the 8th of De
cember 1638. The nisba al-· Azfrf seems to be derived from 
the name of the Darginian village ltsari of the Dahadayev 
district, while Zirihgeran mentioned is an older name of 
Koubachi. 

Another note is found on the last page of the MS: 

\".ii -J-! _)c. .Y...l-!WI c4-Lo ~I ybS.ll l..i-11 15_,i....tl ~ 

....ill ~ -:r.:Jlhll c4-Lo Jl.l-!4 ~..JI ~ '-'"'11 u.o 
CJ:iW _, ~ _, ~Lo _, 

The date A.H. 1185 corresponds to A.O. 1771-72. Al
Dunq1ssf is a nisba to be derived from Duqqul. This is the 
Lakian name of the modern village Arakul of the Rutul 
district. 

3. Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute (Fund 14, 
No. 1157). 

Fols. l-l 55a in a volume contain also the Jawohir al
Qur ·an by al-Ghazal!. Size: 29.3 x 20.2 cm. 18 lines per 
page. Thick, light-cream, polished paper of local manufac
turing and of uneven texture. Daghestani naskh. Black ink. 
Regular custods. The first 5 folios and 6 folios at the end 
contain excerpts from various works. Leather binding with 
a flap. 

The title on the first page: 

4-:>-l"lo~I ~I ...J.:]b u.o ~I JI .Y...l-!Wl c4-Lo yUS 

11 :,..uj_i1 Jlji.JI ~ 0-! ~ 0-! ..1.ol.. '-'"'11 l")l...,~I 
0L:J......, -J-! ~ l"Lo~I ~ 

Alier the colophon there is a note of an owner written 
111 different hand: 

The last name, f:lajjf, is given here in the Avarian 
form - Hajiyaw. 

4. Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute (Fund 14, 
No. 112379). 

Thick, glossy, light-cream paper of local manufactur
ing and of uneven density. Regular custods. No pagination. 
Colophon is enclosed in the coloured frame of white, blue 
and black rules: 

u.o ~ ~ ~I JI .Y...l-!WI c4-Lo yUS u.o t_~ ~ 
;;_p,...<1> u.o ...J..l~I ~ ~ _,_.:_,_,_,, ~ ~ ;;,,;tlll _,j ~ 

.i.=.o )lo .t...... .J..1.o ~ _,15 y I J..., 0-! .ib,,, . . . ~ _)c. #I 

.J~j-! 

Dhu'l-Qa'da in 1066 A.H. began on the 2lst of August 
1656 A.O. Sulla (from Sulayman, with a tick above the 
letter "-..>"") is a name met among the Lakians. A nisba 
mentioned is connected with the place-name Wikhli (it is 
written with 3 dots under the letter "..:.I"), which is the name 
of a village in the Kuhn district of Daghestan. 

5. Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute (Fund 14, 
No. 1/60). 

295 fols. Thin, shining, white, factory-made paper. 
Daghestani naskh. Black ink. Regular custods. No pagina-

tion. Damaged Oriental binding of brown leather, with 
stamped lines. A flap, back cover and a few folios at the 
beginning are missing. 

Copying of the MS was finished on 24 Rajah 1069/ 
15 April 1659 in a village al-Khumayd ('?), or possibly 
Himeydi, not far from Derbent. The name of the scribe is 
erased. There is a note of the owner of the MS: 

~ 0-! _)c. 0-! y>L 0-! jya ~ L..,, .) 

The last 6 folios are filled with various notes, hadlths 
and prayers. 

6. Manuscript in the private library of Abdulla Abba
sov of the village Gapshima, fixed by the 1979 expedition 
of the Institute. 

The colophon: 

,Lt....11 ~_, ~ . ybS.ll l..i-11 l"l.&4 ;,~I _)c. ~ ~ 
~ ~I _,j ..:.1.)411 <lll ~ j_,I u.o ~I 4.4] ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ yl ~ .ibl .J.iL .i:}. ~ 
#1 "~ u.o ...J..11 _, ~w _, 

DhU'l-J:lijja in 1087 A.H. began on the 4th of February 
1677. The village Ourada still exists in the Shami! district 
of Daghestan. 

7. Manuscript in the private collection of Tajidin 
Tavkayev of the village Kulija in the Kaytak district, fixed 
by the 1968 expedition. 

Thick, white paper of local manufacturing. Daghestani 
naskh. Black ink. 

Colophon: 

.i+>-11 ~ u.o .Y...l-!Wl c4-Lo y~yl ..:.1.lll 0->2-! ybSJI .::...& 

l"lo}'I L~y .t.......J..1.o ~ by_y.t 0-! fa ~I 

r-h .ill ~I ..Jytl ~WI ~I j.,lS.JI J..;oWI 

J.:.i'.i~I \"Y- ~ u4 ~->9 ~ ~~ y>L ~I _, i--W4 
...J..11 ~ .. ):ul ,? ~I ~ ..:.1.)411 <lll ~ ~ ~I ~_, 

#I ;,~ u.o ~W_, 0_,..;W_, 

Jumada II in 1088 A.H. began on the lst of August 
1677. 

8. Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute (Fund 14, 
No. l / 1766). 

194 fols. Size: 20.6 x 14.5 cm. Thick, polished, yel
lowish paper of uneven texture. Daghestani vocalised 
naskh. Black ink, several words are singled out in red or 
silver ink. Regular custods. Worn out leather binding. 

The work contains also Kitab a'/[Jm al-hwla 
( fols. 195-224) and a note on buying of a plot 
(fols. 225-226) . 

Colophon (fol. l 94b): 

t*'..J ~ ~ ~~I \"Y- .Y...l-!WI c4-Lo ybS.ll l..i-11 t_~ ~ 
0W ~,_ul ...J..11 ~...!WI ~_)c. 0-!I ~ ~_?~I 

~ 

The month of Rabf' II in 1084 A.H. began on the 
16th of July 1673. 

9. Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute (Fund 14, 
No.11318). 

147 fols. Size: 26.9 x 18.7 cm. 14 line per page. Thick, 
white, slightly yellowed paper of local manufacturing in 
a very bad condition. Legible Daghestani script. Black ink. 



22 tl!Jnnuscdptn Orientnlin. VOL. 3 NO. 2 mNE 1997 

Regular custods. Leather binding with a plain stamping, left 
lid missing. 

Colophon (fol. 145a): 

[4-'<. ~k..J.1 :\i..~I <h...w.JI y___p:i ~ t:_l~I ~,J ..;.o 

to'._) ~ ..} Jl,J)I ~ ~I tY- ~I JI cY-~WI 

-..s-! I -.)-! -..s-! I 0-! .i.=-o ~I ~I <.S .I.!. ._,k --*"''ii 

..1-i.<. ~ ._,k ~~ ..} JJ)A ~.)..!.<> ..} J.:u=.-.)-! 

_yo.L -.)-! .i.=-o Jo t _,hJ I ..} Jo lSJ I j.;o W I t L. 'i I L.i l:L.., I 

_:_ili -3 -.:.,~" ~I 4-L..u ~ .. ):i ..} .. ls-.ij ~~ ~ 

The month of RabT' II in I 093 A.H. began of the 
9th April 1682. 

The places mentioned - ,lj ~ hi.; .::,JU; .JJ)A 
olj ~ hi.i .::,JU; ..s' .Jj 't 'i ~ hi.; .::.,)(:; ,J - which 
arc nowadays the Avarian villages Gh'otsatl and Tsada in 
the Khunzakh distnct. Last folios ( 145b-147b) are filled 
with vanous citations. hadlths. and notes on buying and 
selling. 

I 0 Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute 
(Fund 14. No. l '58). 

143 fols. 23.0 x 14.5 cm. 18 lines per page. Thick. 
smooth. yellowed paper of local manufacturing and of un
C\ en density. Daghestani 11askh. Black ink. Binding with 
a !lap 1s of dark-brown stamped leather. The first page 
contams birth-dates and notes from 118811774-75 till 
1246 1830--31. 

There is also a notice as follows: 

At the end of the MS we find a simple statement: qad 
1a11111w. \nthout naming the copyist, but he is very likely to 
be 'Vluhammad. son of Salman, mentioned in No. 4. The 
last 3 folios are filled with an untitled text, the end of which 
reads as follows: 

The name Bagand mentioned here is very popular 
among the Darginians. 

11. Manuscript in possession of Malla Magomedov 
from Gapshima 111 the Akousha district. 

Thick, white, slightly yellowed paper. Daghestani 
naskh. Black ink. 

The end: 

_r-h.JI ~ cY-~WI [~ y___p:; ..1.1..,,...w ~ t:_l~I ~" ..;.o 
._} ~ .J )Sll <lJ I ~ ._} _} y>-iJ I .i.=-o 0-' .i.=-o 

J:0J I _:_ili ~" ~I ~ 

The MS bears no date, but most likely it dates back to 
the eleventh ·seventeenth century. There is a note: y:iS ~ 
~I ~ where Tanti is the name of a Darginian 
village 111 the Akousha district. 

I 2. Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute 
(Fund 14, No. I /2465). 

About 150 fols. Size: 19.5 x 16.0 cm. 11 lines per 
page. Thin, shining, white European paper. Black ink. No 
pagination. No binding, the first folios are missing. 

The end: 

_yo.L 0-! ._,k 0-! .i.=-o 0-! ._,k .i.=-o . . . .I.!. ~ y ~I .:...< 
._,k -.)-! .:i.o.:i tl.I L'iy ~->.1.<>..} ... <l.11 fa Jo 0-!I 

~k..J.I ... ..,_,l:iSJI .:...+< ~->9 ~L ~ ~ ~~ ._} . 

._} .i.=-o 0-! ._,k .i.=-o <DJ L." ~ L..:. cY-~ W I [ 4-'<. 
<l.11 ~ ..} _:_ili tY-..} ~~ ~L ~ JU.) ~~ 

~I o__,J...:, ~ J,J 'ii to'._) .J->411 

"Hjly" is the village Ghotchob in the Tcharodin dis
trict, niihiya denoting here a community, or union of rural 
communes. "Qrkh" or "Qrakh" is situated in the same dis
trict, and "B~rkhy" (with 3 dots under "y" and '\_r0 ") is the 
settlement of Tleyserukh in the Tlarotin district. 

I. Manuscript in the private collection of Magomed
zapir Zakaryayev from Moughi in the Akousha district. 

Thick, greyish Oriental paper. Binding of stamped 
leather. 

The title: 

~ y I ..,_,!JS ..JI 0-! ._,k )L. 0-! .i.=-o ~ y I 1.i.4> ~ !...:, 

Jlj.i.11 ... tl. 'ii ~ 

Some "Books" (kitiibs) of the work are followed by 
dating notes by the scribe, the first one preceding the Kitiib 
al-bay': 

_pi ~ ~I tY- ~yl yl+J wl.i~ ~ J,J'il tu~ 

->~ ~ Jly.1 ~ ~ tY- fa ~I~ ~I ~,J 
'4~ ,J ~ .u._., <!.=..) 

Many points of the letters are omitted. Another note 
goes after the Kiriib al-farii 'id, preceding Kitiib al-nikiih: 

~" J,JI ._} ~_,JI yl+J ~ ~ ~" ._,;WI tu ~ 
Jly..u ~ ~ tY- 0-'~ ..::.U..U,J ~'ii tY-~~I 
~I ~I .I.!. ._,k '4~ ,J ~ .u..., ~ ~ ~ 

-J3->.o.ll ~ 0-!I ~lyl 0-! ..i.=1 ~I ._,._) <1.=.-> JI 

<l.11 <1.=.-> .._,.._._,.ii 0-!I ..:,.=)I -¥ 0-!I l5l5 

A note preceding the Kitiib al-jiriih: 

~I ~" ~ i.Jlili .J-A>,J ~_,JI -,;l+I ~ .:.JWI tu ~ 
~ ->--*"" ~ ..l.O.il I 1.5.1 ~ ~ t Y- .U.... , tilil I t Y

At the end: 
(") '4~ ,J ~ .u._., 

..,_,!JS ~ tlu'il ~ .. -ul tll 0# t-'!1)1 tu ~ ..;.o" 

tY- fa ~ ~ ~I ~" ~I tY- ~~_,JI 
'4~ ~ .u..., ~ ~ ~ o..lilll 1.5..i~~ 
-¥ 0-!I -J,Jpl ~ j-!1 ~lyl 0-! ..i=-1 ... .I.!. ._,k 

.._,.._._,.ii (\'1.5ly,J.i) 1.5ly_j.J 0-! ~ 0-!I ..:,.=)I 

The final note by the copyist: 

0L:o...-> ~ ~ 0-'~ " ~ ~ ~I tY- . 
o..l.O.ill 1.5..i ~ tY- fa ~ ~ ~I tY- .;:;.oil " 
'4:ll5 ~I ~!...:, '4~" ~ .u..., ~ ~ ~ 

1.5~1 l5l5 -J,Jpl ~ 0-!I ~lyl i)-!I ..i=-1 

Notice of the owner of the MS: 
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~ .. ):i ._,9 ~bi 0-! '-"'4.JI jw <l.JI ~..> jl '-"'WI 
q_;~ _, ~ .. ) _, ..:;)l:; J_,J'I ~_, ..:.1_,l .. ~11 ~ ..:.,..o <U.....i 

Throughout his work the copyist gives the dates corre
sponding to 15 and 25 March, 7 and 16 April of 131 O A.O., 
while owner's notice is dated by 4 August 1342. 

The MS comprises also an historical note of 21 lines 
concerning the events in Daghestan in the late fourteenth 
century and connected with the name of Dmiir 
(Tamerlan) [5]: 

j:...i ~ .)~ 0~4 __,k ..)':\"")'I 0\j ..I.ill["~["~ 0~ 

.O_,..J:J l"""J'I ..,.,Lo..> ~ <l.al.....ll .t.._,W.4 .S..>.i <.S~ jl 

r"l..01 _, .L..u.JI _, J~)I J:;j _,JUI_, '-"'WI~~ 

~ ..:.,..o ['Loi _, _,,..ly.ll _, <.S~I __,k I->-" J'I _, ['~I 

,.~ ...,.,USJI 1.i..t ~.i _, ~ 0-! <t::...i <t::..y .t..~ __,k 4,J_, 
..:.,..o .:.Jill ["Y.. ._,9 ._gL.,,,,;)'I _, J..W4 '-"'WI ~ "-! ~ 

VO,\<..i..u.Jlo.i..t('')~ 

The year A.H. 791 began on the 31 st of December 
1388, but Dmiir was not in Daghestan that year. Probably 
the copyist has mistakenly put 791 instead of 797. In the 
margins of another Arabic MS, containing Kan~ al
rclghibln fi sharh Minhiij al-(iilibln, there is a note about 
coming of Dmiir to Daghestan. In it the year 797 is men
tioned [6], which may confirm our assumption [7]. 

2. Manuscript in the private collection of Magomed 
Sulaymanov. It was fixed by Institute's 1980 expedition. 

Size: 29.0 x 20.0 cm. No pagination. 
Colophon: 

["Y.. y. _, '-"'""WI ["Y.. ._,9 J_,J'I <.S.i~ ~ ..) . 

.:_,.; ~ jw <l.JI fa JI (b.11 ..>#ll ~~I 

_.g _, ~I ·~ ..:.,..o ~I _, ~l..c ..:,,W :U....U ~ .. ):i ..:,,~ 
0-0 t_~ _.g l..c ..!.'-! 0~ 0-! ~~_,JI yb.5 ..:...E 

~I .u.b y:iS _.g ~I ~_, ~_,JI ...,.,b.5 

8 Jumada 1 802 mentioned here corresponds to 6 Janu
ary 1400. 

3. There is also information about a manuscript, copied 
by Shaykh al-Malik b. Musa al-DaghistanT in 848/ 1444-
45 - see M. Galdarbekov, "Khronologicheskie vypiski po 
istorii Dagestana" ("Chronological excerpts on the history 
of Daghestan") - in archives of the Institute (Fund 3, 
No. 11236, vol. IX, p. 19). 

1. Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute (Fund 14, 
No. 11745). 

The work in question occupies 165 folios of the total 
170. Size: 29.5 x 20.6 cm. 16 lines per page. Thick, pol
ished, slightly yellowed paper of local manufacturing. 
Legible Daghestani naskh. Black ink. Regular custods. 
Binding with a flap is of plain stamped leather. 

The title in the MS: 

The end: 

~ ~ ~I ... o.il.iy..ul _, yhSJI 1.i..t y.._rU ..:.,..o t_~ _.g 

J.,..iW j ~_,I j ...j]I :U....U ._,9 ... ~-"J'I ..:,,~ 0-! 

The year A.H. 1084 corresponds to A.O. 1673-74. 
2. Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute (Fund 14, 

No. II 57, fols. l 55b--276b; see above Minhiij, 
MS No. 3). 

The title in the MS: 

..:,,Wu, 0-! ~ ~ l! jlj.ill ~ ..:,,l~I .;.tl.P. ...,.,b.5 

jOL (.,,r.-6. ~) ~ 0-! 

The end: 

0 w....., ..:,, Lv5J I ..:,, 45 _,5.l I ..:,, lS.ll 1 0-!I ~ ..l.! ..:.,..o 

l..ul::t......1 ..l.iL ... (r"J' __,k bi.>.;,,~ ~J..>.J,J _,\) ..:.l..oJ..>..>J 

:U....U ~ .. ):i ._,9 ... __,k 0-! ..>.iWI ~ ["l.otJI r"l..cJ'I LJ'yJ 

~->5"~..s9r3_.g \.0,"'\~ 

The month of Dhii'l-Qa'da in 1056 A.H. began on the 
9th of December 1646. Karata is an A varian village in the 
Ahvah district. Mul)amrnad, who copied two works by al
Ghazalf, was, as recorded by local experts on Arabic liter
ary tradition in Daghestan, a son of Salman, 'ii/im from 
Kudali, and grandson of hajji 'Umar, qii(/I ofKarata. 

3. Manuscript in the private library of Abdulla Abba
sov from Gapshima, fixed by lnstitute's 1979 expedition. 

Daghestani naskh. Black ink. No pagination. Undated. 
Copied by 4..u...JJ.o ~ ~ ~ ._,9 ..:,,lhL..u 0-!1 ~ 
..:,,~. Mulebki is the name of a Darginian village. 

4. Manuscript in the collection of the mosque of 
Argvani in the Gumbel district, fixed by Institute's 1980 
expedition. A local copy of the work. Undated, though the 
MS looks fairly new. The name of the scribe is missing. 

5. Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute (Fund 14, 
No. 1 /2392). 

Size: 18.1x19.2 cm. 14 lines per page. Thick, pol
ished. light-cream paper of local manufacturing and of un
even density. Daghestani vocalised naskh. Black ink. 
Regular custods. No pagination. Binding with a flap, of 
dark-brown stamped leather, with cartouches; the front 
cover is lacking. 

The title in the MS: 

-s""'_,hll jlj.i.ll ... ['Le J'I ~_,)'I ...,.,b.5_, ..:,,1~1 ,ytl._p ...,.,b.5 

~_,.._.JI <.S..>YI ..:,,Jl..9 0-! ~ ... ~ l! 

The end: 

µ1 ~\..; ..:.,..o <.S.J,J ..:.,..o ~ ... ~I ¥1 t_~ _.g 

b~I ~ <.S..i ..:.1..>WI ~ ..:.,..o ..J->_ylull ["41 ~I J. 
~ ·~ ..:.,..o ._jji _, J.,..iW _, ~ :U....U ~ ..:J.L.... ._,9 
0-! ~ u1c ["l.otJI r"l..c)'I LJ'y L..il::t......1 .J.iL ... ~_)I 

u...u..>J.o ._,9 <.S)JJ'I <.S.i~I ..:,,~~Lo 

The month of Dhii'l-l:lijja in 1089 A.H. began on the 
14th of January 1679. The village Uri at present enters the 
Lak district. Molla Mul)amrnad was the son of Sha'ban 
(d. 107711666-67) from Oboda, the famous 'ii/im in 
Daghestan, who founded his own madrasa where later 
many widely known 'u/amii ·studied. 

There is also a note on fol. 1 a: 

Urari is the name of a Darginian village in the Da
hadayev district. 
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6. Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute (Fund 14, 
No. l/416). 

142 fols. Thick, white paper of local manufacturing. 
Clear Daghestani naskh, partly vocalised. Black ink; sin
gled out words are overlined or encircled in coloured ink. 
Broad margins are filled with numerous notes. Recent 
pagination. Binding with a flap, of dark-brown stamped 
leather. with cartouches: the front cover is lacking. 

A note on the title-page: 

..:.,6....1 ~WI .Y. ~ f'l~)'I yly ~I y:i5 er 
~WI~ ~I...,, 1.5.i_?.ill 

Colophon on fol. 140a: 

Jjill ytl~ ~I yl:iSJI l..i.,t ~us er tl~I ~.) ~ 
..9 cS.ibl ~ ..:_,~ ~Jj 0-! ~ ~I ~I 

._s=. fa .t..~ er ~ .Y. ~ J.;o WI !' L. )II i.s )' .Y' 

The date of copying, 1069 A.H., is written in figures 
and letters. The year 1069 A.H. began on the 29th of Sep
tember 1658. The place-name Mqrkhy might be probably 
identified with the village Mugurukh in the Charodin 
district. 

7. Manuscript in the holdings of the Institute (Fund 14, 
I 2386) 

Size: 26.0 x 20.0 cm. 13 lines per page. Thick, light
cream paper of local manufacturing. Clear Daghestani 
1w.1kh. Black ink. several words are singled out in red ink. 

Regular custods. No pagination. Binding of stamped 
leather, with cartouches. The front cover and a few folios at 
the beginning are missing. 

Not all of the words in the colophon are legible, only 
these ones: 

~I y~I ,)All ytl...P.- .i.._,....w er tl~I ~..9 ~ 
:;..w.JI 1.5.i ..:J.)+ll <l.ll _w..t ~ Jlji.l~ ~I ~I 

f',_,l..JI 1.i ~L...ll J.o!SJI J.:oWI f'L.)11 L;)'.Y' li.ibl ~ 

._)91 Aill ~I ~I ~er (<:) ~y.t ~ L.H 4.15 
1.5,_,illl 

Judging from the paleographical features, the MS may 
be dated to the eleventh/seventeenth century. 

Manuscript in the private collection of Abdulla Abba
sov from Gapshima (see above Minhaj, MS No. 6). 

The title on fol. 1 a: 

The end: 

!'~ ..:J..>W,1 <l.ll ~ ~ .lilill f'Y- ~ yl:iSJI [~] 
~1 :;.~er ~1..9 ~w..9 0 w ti...u 

The month of Mul:iarram in 1088 A.H. began on the 
6th of March 1677. 

Notes 

A sun ey of the Oncntal, mostly Arabic MSS, m Daghcstan see m M. Saidov, "Dagestanskaia literatura XVlll-XIX vv. na arab
skom 1a/yke"' ("'The e1gh1eenth-nmeteenth centuries Dagcstarn literature m Arabic"), Trudy XXV Kongressa vostokovedov (Moscow, 
I %3 ). 11: the same m Arabic: Muhammad Sa'id ibn Jamal al-Din, "al-Adab al-'arabiya fi Dagh1stan1" in Ma;allat kulliyat al-adab of the 
Baghdad l ·1111·er.11rr (I %3 ). No. 6. See also Karalog arahskikh rukop1sei lns/1/l//a isrori1. iazvka i lireratwy Dagestanskogo jiliala 
.IS SSSR (Catalogue of Arabic Manuscripts m the Daghcstan Branch of the USSR Academy of Sciences), fasc. I (Moscow, 1977), and 
G. G. Gam/atov. M.-S. Sa1dov. A. R. Shikhsa1dov, "Sokrovishchnitsa pamiatnikov p1s'mcnnosti" ("A treasure-house of script"), 
F:hegod111k 1heriisko-ka1·ka:skogo iazykoz11a11iia, vol. IX (Tbilisi, 1982), pp. 203-23. 

~- Yiiqiit al-Hamawi. Mu jam al-bu/d(111 (Lc1pz1g, 1867), 1i, p. 478 . 
. 1. 7akar11a Ben Muhammad Ben Mahmud el-Cazwi111's Kosmographie, Zweiter Theil. Die Denkmaler dcr Lander, hrsg. van 

F \\.ustcnfcld (Gottmgcn. 1848). p. 405. 
4. A. R. Sh1khsa1dov, M.-S. Sa1dov, T. M. Aitberov, A. A. lsacv, G. M. Orazaev, G. M. Mirzamagomedov, "ltogi arkhcografichcskoi 

ckspcd1ts11"' ("The results of an archcograph1cal expcd1t1on"), Matenaly sessii, posviashche1111oi itogam ekspeditsionnykh issledovanii v 
/)agcstanc 1· 197/i- 1979 gg Tez1sr doklado1· (Makhachkala, 1980), p. 41 (a preliminary report). 

5. Russian translation of this note was published by A. R. Sh1khsa1dov, "Arkheograficheskaia rabota v Dagcstanc" ("Archeography in 
Daghcstan") m !:11che111e 1sroru 1 k11/'turr Dagestana: arkheograficheskii aspekt (Makhachkala, 1988), p. 12. 

6. \"o.\"/och1ne istochniki po i.Horii Dagestana (Oriental Sources on the History of Daghcstan) (Makhachkala, 1980), p. 110. 
7 On sojourn of Dmiir's armies in Daghcstan. sec lstoriia Dagestana (The History of Daghestan) (Moscow, 1967), i, pp. 207-9; 

aho lsrorua narodo1· sn·ernogo Km·kaza s dre1"11cishikh vremen do kontsa XVI// v. (The History of the Northern Caucasus Peoples from 
Earliest T1111cs up to the End of the Eighteenth Century) (Moscow, 1988), 1, pp. 214-7. 
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Fig.!. AbC1 Hamid Muhammad al-Gazali, /hya' 'uhim al-din. Manuscript No. I 1909 in the holdings of the Institute of History, Language 
and Literature (the Daghcstan Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences), fol. I b. 

Fig. 2. The same manuscript, fol. 87b. 
Fig. 3. AbC1 Hamid Muhammad a\-Ga?ali, !hy<I · 'uhim al-din. Manuscript No. I 13 m the holdings of the Institute of History, Language 

and Literature (the Daghcstan Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences), colophon. 
Fig. 4. AbC1 Hamid Muhammad a\-Gaza\i, lhya · 'uh/111 al-din. Manuscript preserved in the village Dibghalik of the Dahadaycv district 

(the pm·ate co\lcct1on of Shanp Musayev: d. 1980), colophon. 
Fig. 5. Abli Hamid Muhammad al-Gaza\i, Minhiij al- 'iibidin. Manuscript No. I 157 in the holdings of the Institute of History, Language 

and Literature (the Daghcstan Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences). 
Fig. 6. Abu Hamid Muhammad al-Gaza\i, Jawiihir al-Qw .. iin. Manuscript No. I 12392 in the holdings of the Institute of History, 

Language and Literature (the Daghcstan Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences), the title folio and the last page containing 
colophon 




