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ON THE DOCUMENTS OF THE FIRST POPULATION AND
STATISTICAL CENSUS OF MONGOLIA
IN THE 20TH CENTURY KEPT IN THE ARCHIVE OF
PROF. W. KOTWICZ IN CRACOW, POLAND

Abstract: Paper introduces collection of important documents of the first
population and statistical census of Mongolia in the 20™ century kept in the
Archive of Professor Wladystaw Kotwicz in Poland. Those valuable materials
found their way from Professor’s private archives to the Archive of Science of
the Polish Academy of Sciences and Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences in
Cracow after the World War II. Most probably Wtadystaw Kotwicz received
the documents during his work in the Russian Imperial Ministry of Finances
for further studies and elaboration but the outbreak of the October Revolution
in 1917 in Russia prevented further work.

The statistical materials were collected during the survey conducted
by Sergei A.Kozin and his team in Mongolia in 1915-16 as part of
extensive economic, statistical, and demographic research. According to
reports submitted by the financial advisor, the first research unit surveyed
approximately one-fourth of Mongolian territory.

Publication of the unique statistical materials kept in Poland in nine
volumes by the “Monumenta Museum” series of the Chinggis Khaan National
Museum of Mongolia in 2025 enables scholars to analyze Mongolia’s social
and economic conditions of the early 20" century, including demographics,
land distribution, lifestyle, and religious institutions. Additionally, the
documents complement existing Russian archival materials, providing
broader context for historical research.

Keywords: Mongolia, population and statistical census, khoshuu banner,
Prof. W. Kotwicz
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C.Yynyyn, Aeama bapes-Cmapoicuncka

MOJIbII YJICBIH KPAKOB XOT JAXb
MPO®.BJ.LKOTBUUNHH APXMBT XAIATAJIATIAXK BYH
XX 3YYHbBI MOHI'OJI YJICBIH AHXHBI XYH AM,
CTATUTHCTUKHUMH TOOJJIOTI'bIH BAPUMTBIH TYXAM

Xypaanzyn: Ousxyy eryymng XX 3yyHbl MOHIOJIBIH aHXHBI XYH aM,
CTaTMUCTUKUMH TOOJUIOTBIH 4YyXajl OapuMmT OudruiiH nyriyynara Iloabmmiin
npodeccop Bnanucnas KorBuumitH ApxuBT xaaranarjaxk Oaiiraa Tanmaap
TaHWILYYJDK OaliHa.

Onrap yHI™H Matepuanyyn Jpaxwita II gaiiaer napaa mpodeccopbia
xyBuitH apxuBaac Ilonpmuitn HIYA-uitn [Humkmx Yxaanel ApxuB 00710H
KpakoB nmaxp IlonpmmwmitH VYpriar, MHUHXKIBX yXaaHbl apXWUBT WDKK
upxk33. Maranryit Brnagucnas KotBuu s1arasp O6apumt Ouuruiir OpochiH
D33HT rypHuil CaHTWiH slaMaH] aXuwulaX yeadpd Cyaalraa, MUHXKWITIIHUN
3opuynantaap aBcaH 6osoBu 1917 onbl 10 myraap capn epHecen OpocbiH
XYBBCTJI TYYHHH J1apaarviiH aXJIbIT 30rCOOCOH OaifHa.

Cratuctukuiin Mmarepuanbir Mourona 1915-1916 oun C. A. Kosun
0a TyyHuil OaruiiH XWWUCOH SIUWH 3acar, CTaTHUCTHK, XYH aMbIH TOMOOXOH
CyJairaaHbl XYp3dsHJ LyTayyincaH OaiiHa. ToaHuMil caHXYYTMiH 30BIOXUNH
TaJIaHTyyJaac Y39X3J, AaHXHbl CyJaldraaHbl Xd3¢3r MOHIOJbIH HyTar
JPBCIIPUMH TOPOBHUM HAT OPYMM XYBHUT Xamapu CyAallkIj.

[Monpmmya xaaranarnax Oyl CTaTUCTUKUNH 3HAXYY XOBOP MaTepHAJIbIT
2025 oux Mounron YiaceiH “Yunruc xaan” YHIICHUNA My3eiH ‘“Monumenta
Museum” wyBpaaap €ceH O0Th OOJrOH Xd3BIACHIIP cyanaauug XX
3yyHBI 9X3H YeWWH MOHTOJBIH HUWIAM, 3WWH 3aCTUAH HOXION Oal bl
XYH aM, ra3ap HYTTHHH XyBaapwjajiT, aMbIpajblH XdOB Masr, IIalIHbI
Oaliryyiiaryyzaap JaMiKyyJiaH IIHHKIDX  OOJIOMXKTOM OOk OaifHa.
Men sarp Oapumt Ouuur Hb OpoChIH apXuBj Oaiiraa MarepuatyyIbir
0aspKyyJDK, TYYXUIH cyAainraar epreH XypasHa XxapyyJiiar.

Tyaxyyp ye: Monron VYiac, XyH aM, CTaTUCTHK, XOIIyy HyTar, mpod.
B. JI. KorBnu

Thinking about the past we imagine how it could have looked like and
dream about the time machine that could have taken us years back. Our
interest stems from pure curiosity or from searching for facts, data, records
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and material objects that have had an impact on our current state. We like
to learn about our relatives to understand family history and plan next steps.
Knowing more about the past we can better shape our present and future life.

The time machine can be replaced, however, by valuable data. Historians
read through them and bring a full picture of the past period. How wonderful
it would be to receive a gift that will show us details about everyday life of
common citizens as well as the state organization and economic resources and
expenditures of Mongolia in the beginning of the 20" century? Such a gift
are Mongolian statistical census materials from 1915-16 that are kept in the
Archive of Prof. Wiadystaw Kotwicz in the Archive of Science of the Polish
Academy of Sciences and Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences in Cracow.
Diverse documents packed in folders and carefully kept over the years, finally
have become an object of specialist research.! Their history requires a short
introduction.

Short history of the Archive of Prof. W. Kotwicz in the Archive of
Science of PAS and PAAS in Cracow

Prof. Wiladystaw Kotwicz, the eminent Mongolist, or more broadly an
Altaist, was born in the Polish family in Ossowo in 1872. He graduated from
the University of St. Petersburg in 1895 and worked as a teacher of Manchu
and Mongolian languages at the same university and at the same time as a
clerk in the Eastern Section of the Chancellery of the Russian Ministry of
Finance (1896-1917).2 Kotwicz not only studied Asian languages but kept
close contacts with many Mongols. In July 1911 he was requested by Agvan
Dordjiev to help the group of Mongolian politicians who secretly visited Russia
seeking its support on the eve of Mongolian independence from the Manchus.?

' See 9 volumes of the publication titled Materials on Census in Mongolia (1915-1916)
Held in the Archive of Professor Wiadystaw Kotwicz, Archive of Science of PAS and PAAS,
Cracow (call nos. K III - 19, 192-238). Edited by Sampildondovyn Chuluun (in cooperation
with Agata Bareja-Starzynska, Jerzy Tulisow, Ewa Dziurzynska, Pawet Szczap, Ganbaatar
Odbayar), Soyombo Printing LCC, Ulaanbaatar - Cracow 2025.

2 On W. Kotwicz’s biography see Tulisow, Jerzy, “Wtadystaw Kotwicz”, Hemispheres, 1986,
No 2, pp.199-215 and Dziurzynska, Ewa, “Legacy of Wtadystaw Kotwicz in the Archive
of Science of the Polish Academy of Sciences and Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences
in Krakow” in: In the Heart of Mongolia. 100th Anniversary of W. Kotwicz's Expedition to
Mongolia in 1912 (Studiesand Selected Source Materials). Jerzy Tulisow, Osamu Inoue,
Agata Bareja-Starzynska, Ewa Dziurzynska (eds.), Polska Akademia Umiejetnosci, Cracow
2012, pp. 265-280.

3 Bareja-Starzynska, Agata “Dalai Lama’s Representative Agvan Dorjiev and Altaist
Professor Wiadystaw Kotwicz: letters of 1912”. In: Trails of the Tibetan Tradition. Papers
for Elliot Sperling, edited by Roberto Vitali, Amnye Machen Institute, Dharamsala 2014,
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Thanks to his work in the Russian Ministry, Wiadystaw Kotwicz knew well
people holding high positions at the Tsarist administration and was able to
help the delegates. A few months later, in December 1911, Mongolia gained
independence and delegates became members of the Mongolian government.
The acquaintance with W. Kotwicz was continued bringing benefits to
both sides. In 1912 the scholarly project of Prof. Kotwicz to investigate
archeological sites in Mongolia received the support of the Committee for the
Research of Inner and Eastern Asia in Russia and he organized an expedition
to the central part of Mongolia.® He was received in Urga by the highest
authorities of a new government and he continued his contacts with them in
a correspondence. Traces of those contacts, such as letters, visiting cards, and
others documents are kept in his archives in Cracow. W. Kotwicz played also
an important role in preparing and publication of the map of Mongolia in 1914
known as the “Karta Mongolii” or “Map of Korostovets”.> Professor managed
to publish only some of the materials brought from his expedition in 1912 to
Mongolia. Publication of other scholarly works, such as archeological findings
with Konstantyn Maskov from Khara Balgas or study of the inscription from
Erdene Dzuu monastery were interrupted suddenly by the outbreak of the
October Revolution of 1917 in Russia.®

Fortunately, W. Kotwicz was able to continue his work as an academic
teacher at the university where he was engaged in the rearranging of
the Oriental studies, as well as in organization of the Institute of Living
Oriental Languages. In 1920 he became its director.” When revolution
reached Mongolia in 1921, Professor Kotwicz was organizing his work as
a professor in the independent Poland where he finally settled in 1924 and

pp. 47-62.

* On the expedition see Tulisow, Jerzy, About the Kotwicz Expedition: It Sometimes Happens
That we Have to Visit Mongolia in: In the Heart of Mongolia. 100th Anniversary of
W. Kotwicz's Expedition to Mongolia in 1912 (Studies and Selected Source Materials).
Jerzy Tulisow, Osamu Inoue, Agata Bareja-Starzynska, Ewa Dziurzynska (eds.), Polska
Akademia Umiej¢tnosci, Cracow 2012, pp. 21-129.

> Osamu Inoue,“Materials Related to Mongolian Maps and Map Studies Kept at Prof.
W. Kotwicz’s Private Archive in Cracow”, Rocznik Orientalistyczny/ Oriental Studies
Yearbook, 2014, No 1, pp. 116-150.

¢ A monograph In the Heart of Mongolia. 100th Anniversary of W. Kotwicz s Expedition to
Mongolia in 1912 (Studies and Selected Source Materials). Jerzy Tulisow, Osamu Inoue,
Agata Bareja-Starzynska, Ewa Dziurzynska (eds.), Polska Akademia Umiejetnosci, Cracow,
brings facsimile edition of some of the source materials kept in the Kotwicz Archives as
well as studies of the selected documents.

7 Tulisow, Jerzy, “Wiadystaw Kotwicz”, Hemispheres, 1986, No 2, p. 204.
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started working in the University of Jan Kazimierz in Lvov.?® Even though
the political changes that shaped Russia and Mongolia were of unimaginable
scale, Prof. Kotwicz remained trusted by the Mongols who invited him to
become the government advisor.” Probably, his stable and friendly relations
with the Mongols were helped by Tsyben Zhamtsarano, one of his main
collaborators in the 1912 expedition and a close colleague since early 1900
throughout all the time.

W. Kotwicz managed to bring with him his private archives from St.
Petersburg to Poland. He placed his materials in Czarny Bor near Vilnus,
where he had a house and a small estate. Professor passed away there in 1944.
When the World War II ended, his daughter, Maria Kotwiczéwna, and
Professor’s disciple and collaborator, later Prof. Marian Lewicki, brought all
the archives to Cracow. They were located in two places: the Library of the
Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences (Polska Akademia Umieje¢tnosci) and
the Archive of Science of PAS and PAAS where the separate unit was created
(K III-19) to hold Professor Kotwicz’s materials.*® And this is the place where
the Mongolian statistical documents (approx. 3500 pages) are being kept.

Prof. B. Shirendev, member of the Mongolian Academy of Sciences,
honorary member of the Polish Academy of Sciences, was the first to get
acquainted with Kotwicz’s material from Mongolia and selected the items
related to political history and personal correspondence. He published some
of them in the “Monumenta Historica” series of the Institute of History of the
National Academy of Sciences of Mongolia.'*

Since then, Soviet scholars have given some attention to those records,
but no dedicated works were produced. However, through Mongolian-

8 Tulisow, Jerzy, “Wiadystaw Kotwicz”, Hemispheres, 1986, No 2, p. 204.

? Bareja-Starzynska, Agata ‘“Professor W. Kotwicz as an Advisor to Mongolian People’s
Government. Plans not Fulfilled”. In: 4 Window onto the Other. Contributions on the
Study of the Mongolian, Turkic and Manchu-Tungusic Peoples, Languages and Cultures
Dedicated to Jerzy Tulisow on the Occasion of His Seventieth Birthday, edited by Agata
Bareja-Starzynska, Jan Rogala and Filip Majkowski, Dom Wydawniczy Elipsa, Wydziat
Orientalistyczny Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego, Warszawa 2014, pp. 52-64.

10" Dziurzynska, Ewa, “Legacy of Whadystaw Kotwicz in the Archive of Science of the Polish

Academy of Sciences and Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences in Krakéw” in: In the Heart

of Mongolia. 100th Anniversary of W. Kotwicz's Expedition to Mongolia in 1912 (Studies

and Selected Source Materials). Jerzy Tulisow, Osamu Inoue, Agata Bareja-Starzynska,

Ewa Dziurzynska (eds.), Polska Akademia Umiejetnosci, Cracow 2012, pp. 275.

B. Komeuuuiin_xysutin_apxusaac o10coi_MoneonbiH_myyxaHo Xon00200X 3apum_Ouyue.

XoBmang Oonrracon b IllmpsameB. YmaanOaarap. Ilmmkmx Yxaansl AKageMHuiH

XaBman 1972. / B. Shirendev, V. Kotvichiin khuviin arkhivaas oldson mongolyn tiitikhend

kholbogdokh zarim bichig, Shinjlekh Ukhaany Akademiin Khevlel, Ulaanbaatar 1972.
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Polish academic collaboration, in the early 2000s, Mongolian researchers
from Institute of History of the Mongolian Academy of Sciences such as
Ch. Dashdavaa, the director, at that time, and researcher S. Tsolmon worked
in the archive for a short time and as a result, “Documents from V.L.
Kotvich’s private collection”,** a paper on collection of documents was
published in Russian and Mongolian, as well as a monograph on Kotwicz’s
correspondence kept partly in the Archive of Science of PAS and PAAS in
Krakow.

Moreover, Polish Mongolists Agata Bareja-Starzynska and Jerzy Tulisow
(University of Warsaw) collaborated with the Japanese colleague Osamu
Inoue (University of Shimane) and Ewa Dziurzynska from the Archive
of Sciences in Cracow to publish selected documents and their studies in
commemoration of the 100th anniversary of W. Kotwicz’s expedition to
Mongolia. They invited well known scholars from Japan and Germany, such
as Prof. Takashi Matsukawa, Burkart Ddhne and Erdenebat Ulambayar for
cooperation. The monograph significantly contributed to raising awareness of
the importance of these archives among scholars of Mongolia worldwide."
This collaborative work included Mongolian nobles’ letters, documents from
W. Kotwicz collection, maps, field research materials from Mongolia, and
photographs, together with their studies.

Researcher S. Chuluun from the Institute of History of the Mongolian
Academy of Sciences collaborated several times with Jerzy Tulisow and
Agata Bareja-Starzynska from the University of Warsaw. In 2016, they
partnered with the Archive of Science of PAS and PAAS and signed
an agreement to facilitate the publication of materials from Wiadystaw

12 Dashdavaa, Ch., Tsolmon “BNPU bolon OHU-yn arkhiv, nomyn sand khadgalj bui V.
Kotvichiin khuviin fond dakh’ Mongolyn tuukhend kholbogdoj materialuud” in: Chin
uls ba Mongolchuud, edited by S. Chuluun, Oka Hiroki, Khurc, Sendai 2011, pp. 253-
267. Dashdavaa, Ch., Tsolmon, S., Naranjargal, D., Tsogzolmaa, Ts., Iz epistolyarnogo
naslediya V. L. Kotvicha, Ministerstvo obrazovaniya, nauki i kultury Mongolii, Institut
istorii Mongolii, Institut Ulaanbaatar, Ulaanbaatar 2011.

13 More on the Kotwicz Archives see Dziurzynska, Ewa, “Legacy of Wiadystaw Kotwicz
in the Archive of Science of the Polish Academy of Sciences and Polish Academy of Arts
and Sciences in Krakéw” in: In the Heart of Mongolia. 100th Anniversary of W. Kotwicz's
Expeditions to Mongolia in 1912 (Studies and Selected Source Materials), Jerzy Tulisow,
Osamu Inoue, Agata Bareja-Starzynska, Ewa Dziurzynska (eds.), Polska Akademia
Umiejetnosci, Cracow 2012, pp. 265-280 and Bareja-Starzynska, Agata, Tulisow, Jerzy,
“The Impact of Prof. W. Kotwicz Private Archive in Cracow: the Missing Link between
Mongolian and Russian Sources”, in: Cultural Heritage of the Mongols: Manuscript and
Archival Collections in St. Petersburg and Ulaanbaatar, Mongolian Academy of Sciences,
Russian Academy of Sciences, Ulan Bator-Sankt Petersburg 2014, pp. 15-29.



Kotwicz’s collection, specifically material cataloged under K-III-19, files
192-238, which document the population and statistical census conducted
in Mongolia in 1915-1916. Basing on the financial contribution of the
Mongolian side the material was scanned and prepared for printing. However,
due to financial constraints, the publication of these documents was delayed
for many years.

About the Census in Mongolia in 1915-16

Following the signing of the 1912 Economic Agreement between
Mongolia and the Russian Empire, Russia insisted on appointing a financial
advisor under the pretext of overseeing loans granted to Mongolia. While
this appeared to be a measure for financial supervision, its true purpose was
to allow the Russian Empire to control Mongolia’s economic conditions,
including national revenues and expenditures. The Mongolian government
strongly opposed this measure but was ultimately forced to accept it,
signing the agreement in St. Petersburg on December 25, 1913. During his
official state visit to Russia, Prime Minister Sain Noyon Khan Namnansuren
formalized the agreement, allowing Sergei A. Kozin, a specialist in Manchu
and Mongolian languages who had worked extensively in Kalmykia, to
assume the role of financial advisor for the Mongolian government.

Under this agreement, Mongolia’s financial administration was
established, defining official positions and allocating budgets. Salaries and
other expenses were to be covered by loans provided by the Russian Empire.'*
To assess Mongolia’s economic conditions, population statistics, and financial
structure, specialized research teams were organized, and their plans were
presented to the Supreme and Lower Assemblies of the State. The official
document stated:

“..To investigate unknown sources of income... To conduct research
and advise on state treasury matters in collaboration with educated
professionals...”"

As a result, Mongolia launched extensive economic, statistical, and
demographic research. According to reports submitted by the financial
advisor, the first research unit surveyed approximately one-fourth of

4 G. Tsendjav. Mongol Uls dah’ Khaant Orosyn Sankhuugiin Zovioh tushmeliin uil ajillagaa
(1913-1916). Ulaanbaatar 2014, p. 115 / I. LbamxaB. Moneon Yac daxe Xaanm Opocuin
Canxyyautin 30610x mywmanuiin yin axcuniazaa (1913-1916). Ynaanbaarap. 2014. p. 115.

15 Mongol Ulsyn Deed, Dood khural. Barimt bihgiin emkhetgel. II, (1917-1919). Edited by
Zh. Gerelbadrakh, U. Delgermaa, E. Zhavzandulam, Ulaanbaatar, 2005, p. 135.
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Mongolian territory, including 42 Khalkha banners, the Shavi estate, one
Northern Hunter tribe, and 17 border posts as it was mentioned in the study
by G. Tsendjav.'® In 1916, surveys were conducted in the Eastern Setsen
Khan banners and northern border posts, but the related materials have not
been found.

The researchers were divided into five groups, each identified by a color:

1. The Green Group, led by P.A. Witte, included V.I. Lisovsky and
Chief Secretary Dash, with a total of 14 members.

2. The Yellow Group, led by I.N. Kalinnikov, included secretary of the
Ministry of Justice Purevdendev, altogether 11 people.

3. The Blue Group, led by P. Ya. Shiumin, included secretary of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs Navaannamjil, altogether 9 people.

4. The Red Group, led by M.V. Kovasorovtov, included secretary of
the Ministry of Military Affairs Erdenebat, altogether 9 people.

5. The Brown Group, led by V. N. Balantan, included secretary of the
Ministry of Customs Dampil, altogether 9 people."’

Several of those notable figures later played important roles in the
Mongolian history, including the renowned historian Navaannamjil and
Elbegdorj Rinchino of Buryat origin, a leader of the 1921 Mongolian
Revolution. The research teams, supplied with equipment, clothing, tents,
vehicles, and standardized survey booklets, departed from Urga on May 16,
1915. They traveled around Bogd Khan Mountain and, after standardizing
their questionnaires, split into 5 different routes on May 24.

The materials from this research expedition have not yet been located
in Mongolian archives. The only consolidated document available is titled
A Brief Report on the Mongolian Situation Survey."® Although a vast amount
of data was collected at the time, it appears that none of it remained in
Mongolia, suggesting that the original materials were taken to Russia for
further comprehensive analysis.

16 @G. Tsendjav. Mongol Uls dah’ Khaant Orosyn Sankhuugiin Zovioh tushmeliin uil ajillagaa
(1913-1916). Ulaanbaatar 2014, p. 115 /T. Hpamxas. Moueon Yac oaxe Xaanm Opocuvin
Canxyyautin 30610x mywmanutin yun axcunnaeaa (1913-1916). Ynaanbaarap. 2014, p. 115.

17 As above, pp. 117-119.

18 Mongol Ulsyn Deed, Dood khural. Barimt bihgiin emkhetgel. II, (1917-1919). Edited by
Zh. Gerelbadrakh, U. Delgermaa, E. Zhavzandulam, Ulaanbaatar, 2005, p. 135.



The structure of the Census materials kept in the Kotwicz Archives in
Cracow

According to researchers, the 1915-1916 research expedition documents
are currently dispersed across several Russian archives. These include the
Foreign Policy Archive of the Russian Empire under the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the St. Petersburg Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences, and
the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts. Among these, the largest and most
significant portion is reportedly held at the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts,
though it has not yet been fully studied. While some scholars have examined
parts of these materials, a comprehensive review of all available documents
has yet to be conducted. This can be inferred from records of signatures of
researchers who have accessed them.

M. V. Mandrik and I. M. Zakharova," from the archives of St. Petersburg
Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences have written several articles
within academic projects related to these materials. However, neither
Mongolian nor Russian researchers have fully incorporated into their studies
the key documents stored in the Archive of Science of PAS and PAAS,
cataloged as K-III-19. These records, from Wtadystaw Kotwicz’s collection,
contain crucial data on Mongolia’s 1915-1916 population and statistical
surveys.

Thanks to successful cooperation between Mongolian and Polish scholars,
in 2015, one hundred years after the census, S. Chuluun from the Mongolian
Academy of Sciences visited archives in Cracow. He carefully analyzed the
statistical materials and prepared a summary of them, also comparing them
with documents kept at the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian
Academy of Sciences.

The Cracow archives contain 47 sets of census materials, files Nos. 192-
238. The current order of the documents in the archives is arranged according
to their different type and content. The Russian Ministry of Finances prepared
a questionnaire of ten questions regarding: 1. khoshuu i.e. banner’s name and
location, 2. leader, family, associates, 3. seal and headquarters, 4. organization
of the khoshuu administration, 5. military obligation, 6. jurisdiction, 7. system
of the internal promotion, 8. taxes and expenses, 9. property (including
people count and cattle count, etc.), 10. state service. Khoshuus’ leaders were

M. V. Mandrik and 1. M. Zakharova. “K istorii naznacheniya na doljnost’ sovetnika:
S. A. Kozin na puti v Mogoliyu”, Mongolica IX, 2010, pp. 53-55 / Maugpux M. B.,
3axaposa V. M. “K ucropun Ha3HaueHHS Ha JOJDKHOCTH coBeTHHKA: C. A. Ko3un Ha myTH
B Monrommio”. Mongolica 1X, 2010, pp. 53-55.
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also asked to report their trade relations and presence of foreigners in the
khoshuu territory, etc. The responses to these questions are contained in the
documents numbered as files Nos. 193-206 in the Archives.

Subsequently, various documents related to the khoshuu’s expenses are
included in files Nos. 207-209. There are notebooks prepared by several
clerks, which are in files numbered 210-214. Files Nos. 215 to 237 contain
detailed statistical forms filled within formation. File No. 238 contains blank
census forms.

The statistical documents are written in Mongolian and Russian. File No.
192 contains documents in Russian related to the census conducted in 1916
by the Yellow Group, in which E.D. Rinchino participated. The officer for
this part was Tseden. The documents record names, social status, and places
of residence. The surname and name of the householders and nobleman of
the sum and head of the Bag Borooljuut area, Khas Togtoh of Darkhan Chin
vang Khoshuu (Nos. 232-234) of Tusheet Khan Aimag, were registered.
The census was conducted in the territory of the present-day Bayan Sum of
Tév Aimag, which was then Zorigt Gun Khoshuu (No. 231) of Setsen Khan
Aimag, and Akhai Beyse Khoshuu (No. 221). The settlement places and the
otogs to which the households belonged were also recorded.

One of the scribes was called Bicheech Chagdar, i.e. scribe Chagdar.
However, there is no information about to which group of the survey he
belonged. His name is not mentioned in the main formation of the group.
This suggests that the scribes may have changed in the 1915 and 1916 groups.
In the northern Setsen Khan’s territory in the areas of border posts of Berkh
Kharuul (No. 222), Ulz Kharuul, and Ul’khan Kharuul (No. 227), besides the
main records about the population, there is also provided "information" where
the guards came from.

There is also a register of servants from Khuuchid Khoshuu, Yeguzer
Khutagtyn shav’, Navaannerengiin Khoshuu, Khuuchid Khambyn shav’,
Nomch Nomyn Khany Otog and others. Moreover, there are also documents
and statistical records of the population of Khuuchid Vangiin Khoshuu, Yost
Gilinii Khoshuu (Nos. 219, 230), and Tsogbadrakhyn Khoshuu of Kh&vchiin
Jinon Van in Setsen Khan Aimag.

In the account No. 194 there are records taken by scribe Yunden and
Tseden. On the envelope it is written in Russian: Cesepuas obracmo
napmuu. Onon. Mamepuanel. Ilo atinenas kapmouxa. Mowneonvckue. NeNel-
297. Yunoenuxa. Pyccku. 8 nap. I'nunosa, [[pibuxosa. Bcezo. 466 wmyka



[meaning: The northern part of the group. Onon. Materials. Poailnaya paper.
Mongolian Nos 1-297. Officers. Russian. 8 group of Glinov, Tsybikov.
Altogether 466 pieces].

The census was also conducted in Ul’khan border post (No. 227), Berkh
border post (No. 222), Akhai Beis (No. 221), Zorigt Beis (No. 231), Baatar
Beil’s (Nos. 216, 219) territories. The materials cover also research conducted
in Setsen Khan Aimag’s Jinon Vangiin Khoshuu (No. 223), Darkhan Chin
Vangiin Khoshuu (No. 224), Gilber border post, Uizen Beisiin Khoshuu (No.
226), and Setsen Jun Vangiin Khoshuu (No. 215). Notably, this registration
includes interesting data on ethnic groups and ofogs. The Setsen Khan
Aimag’s Setsen Khan’s Khoshuu recorded existing Khamnigan, Gakhan,
Guchid, Tavnan, Toyn Bag, Baga Taij, Ikh Mongol, and others.

Some khoshuus’ population and livestock information are written in
Russian and Mongolian, using the most recent records from the territories.
Setsen Khan Aimag’s Sergelen Giin Khoshuu (No. 228) utilized the last three
years of taxation records. The five-colored survey group apparently operated
with several sub-divisions. For instance, members of the Yellow Group, P.
Tsyrenzhapov and D. Rinchino, were part of the “northern research team”,
while there was also a “southern direction of Kherlen” team (No. 237).

The Red Group’s official Erdenebat and scribe Sandag-Ochir conducted
survey in Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Daichin Vangiin Khoshuu (No. 200) in the
northern part of present-day Bulgan Aimag, in Sain Noyon Khan Aimag’s
Itgemjit Beis Tsogt-Ochir’s Khoshuu (No. 201), in Sain Noyon’s Khoshuu
(No. 215), Bat-Ochir’s Khoshuu, in Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Bishrelt Giin’s
Khoshuu (No. 197), and in Sain Noyon Khan Aimag’s Ilden Vangiin
Khoshuu (No. al196), which covers present-day Ovorkhangai Aimag’s Olziit
and other sum territories.

Files Nos. 232-236 contain census forms (labeled “Russo-Mong. Typ.
in Urga”), which cover Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Erdene Vangiin Khoshuu,
Selenge River, Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Said Darkhan Chin Vangiin Ikh
Shav’, Narangiin Gol, Khui Gol, Khutag Uul, Burgaltai Gol, Tusheet Khan
Aimag’s Baatar Beil Navaanyunden’s Khuntsal Gol, Narsiin Ovér, Siijigtiin
Gol, Ogddémériin Ar. Ovor Chuulgan, Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Darkhan
Chin Vangiin Khoshuu’s Borodljud, Kharaa Gol, Ikh Shav’s Zagdalin Gol,
Zavkhan Gol, Setsen Khan Aimag’s Dalai Vangiin Khoshuu, Setsen Khan
Erdene Giin’s territory, Setsen Khan Aimag’s Said Saruul Giin’s Khoshuu,
Barag Aimag, Ikh Shav’ Iven Burgaltai, Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Akhai Giin
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Luvsankhaidav’s Khoshuu, Ondér Gegeen’s Zhas, Russian and Chinese
trading firms, Sain Noyon Erkh Giin’s Khoshuu, Sain Noyon Khan Aimag’s
Erkh Giin Urjinjav’s Zaya Bandida Khutagt’s Shav’, Sain Noyon Khan
Aimag’s Saruul Giin Geleg’s affiliated Khoshuu’s Ikh Shav’, Khiintii Gol’s
origin, Zaya’s Shav’, Shivert, Khiiniii, Tamir Gol, Sain Noyon Khan Aimag’s
Tsetsen Chin Vangiin Khoshuu, Erdene Chin Vangiin Khoshuu, Tsetsen Chin
Van Chuluut Gol, Ulalzai Gol, Tamir Gol, Khanuui Gol, Said Janzhin Erdene
Vangiin Baydrag Gol, Zag Gol, Nomun Khan Tsokhiot Gol, Gert Us, Tsagaan
Tsetserleg Gol, Ulaan Tolgoi well, Tsogt Tushee Giin, Sain Noyon Khan
Aimag’s Ikh Shav’, Setsen Khan Aimag’s Achit Beisiin Khoshuu’s Hamjlaga
Bag, Zuiin D6r6o, Bayan Dun border post, Tosokh border post, Erdene
Yalguusan Khutagt’s Shav’, Setsen Aimag’s Uizen Beisiin Khoshuu’s Zagal,
Setsen Khan Aimag’s Dalai Vangiin Khoshuu’s Erkhit Ar, Setsen Khan
Aimag’s Khurts Vangiin Khoshuu, Baruun Jaruud Khoshuu’s people who
joined Yegiizer Khutagt’s Shav’, Baatar Beil, Setsen Khan Aimag’s Zorigt
Beisiin Khoshuu’s population and statistical registration.

As it was mentioned, file No. 192 encompasses the Mongolian answers
of khoshuu leaders translated into Russian. The materials of the Yellow
Group led by I.N. Kleenkoor Kalinnikov (No. 192, 71-98) contains detailed
Russian records of some khoshuus. It meticulously records the biography of
the nobles, their seasonal migrations, summer and winter pastures, temple
conditions, etc. The ages and genders of the nobles’ wives and children are
clearly recorded.

The registration includes data on Setsen Khan Saruul Giin Damdinjav,
Tusheet Khan Dorjsiirenkhoroljav, Siijigt Gilin Batjargal, Sain Noyon Khan
Aimag’s Tushee giin Luvsankhaidav, Sain Noyon Khan Aimag’s Oéld Beis
Sandaagdorj, Sain Noyon Khan Aimag’s Mergen Zasag Monkh-Ochir, Zaya
Bandida Khutagt, Sain Noyon Khan Aimag’s Eete giin Dayan Jalbaa, Sain
Noyon Khan Aimag’s Siijigt Zasag’s Khoshuu’s Chimeddeleg, Zasagt Khan
Aimag’s Akhai Beis Tsedendorj, Darkhad Shav’, Tusheet Khan Aimag’s
Daichin Beisiin Khoshuu’s Batsuuri, Sain Noyon Khan Aimag’s Darkhan
Giin Balbibuu, Sain Noyon Khan Aimag’s Tushee Giin Dashdorj, Sain Noyon
Khan Aimag’s Daichin Giin Dovchinjamts, Sain Noyon Khan Tushee Giin
Bat-Ochir, Sain Noyon Khan Aimag’s Akhai Beis Tserendorj, Sain Noyon
Khan Aimag’s Ilden Beil Norovjantsan, Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Baatar Beil
Nawaan-Yunden, Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Erdene Van Namsrai, Tusheet
Khan Aimag’s Erdene Daichin Vangiin Khoshuu’s Jambaldorj, Tusheet
Khan Aimag’s Zuiin Giin Es Medekh Agsan Khoévguiin Vanchigravdan,
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Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Bishrelt Giin Sundui, Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Uizen
Tushee Giin, Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Zorigt Zasag’s Khoshuu’s Tserenbaavai.
Detailed registration of the khoshuu leaders’ personal details, such as age and
family (wives, and children) is rarely found in archival documents of the time.

In addition to Sain Noyon Khan and Tusheet Khan Aimag’s khoshuus,
documents about Erdene Bandida Khutagt’s Shav’ (No. 199), Ar Goruiichin
Otog (No. 200), Bogd Gegeen’s Zuunai Golyn Khotgoid Shav’ (No. 200),
Khovsgol Lake’s Uriangkhai Khoshuu’s Naidanjav (No. 206), and his petition
can be found. As a population and statistical survey, it notes economic
conditions, including trade houses of foreign merchants in the khoshuu and
Shav’s territories.

Documents kept in the archives of the Institute of Oriental
Manuscripts of the Russian Academy of Sciences in St. Petersburg

The documents that are kept in Cracow correlate with documents
stored in the archives of the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian
Academy of Sciences in St. Petersburg, Russia, which have been studied by S.
Chuluun several times during his short visits.

The documents in those archives have not been included in any research
or published and have only been overviewed by several Russian researchers.
Some Mongolian scholars who have seen them, could not adequately utilize
them due to a lack of knowledge of the Mongolian script.

Those materials are arranged in the following way:

R-1. Opis 3. Ed\hr. 5\1 a. Materials of the Witte Expedition Party No. I.
There are several bundles of documents with this name. In section No. 1
(Yellow Group), from page 1 to 27, there is a list of all the Mongolian and
Russian documents of the traveled route. From the detailed notes of the
number of pages and materials, it appears as a report. Page 28 contains
information about who traveled where. For instance, Danchinov traveled
with the second section or the Blue Group line. Erdene Daichin Chin Van,
Erkhet Beis, Darkhan Chin Van, Nalaikh, Akhai Beis, Setsen Van, Saruul
Gilin, Achit Beis, Sijigt Giin, Dalai Van, Setsen Khan’s Khoshuu, Zorigt
Beis, Baatar Lkham Beis, etc. Pages 35-44 contain compiled information in
Mongolian script for Party 1. The Shav’s of many Khutagts, Bishrelt Giin’s
Khoshuu, Demberel Darkhan’s Khoshuu; pages 49-66 contain data on
Daichin Jinon Vangiin Khoshuu, border post, and Namsrai Vangiin Khoshuu
respectively. Pages 67-112 contain compiled information about Namsrai
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Van, Tushee Giin’s border post, Birvaaragchaa Giin’s Khoshuu, Sain Noyon
Khan’s Khoshuu, Ilden Vangiin Khoshuu, Baldan Zasag’s Khoshuu, Dalai
Vangiin Khoshuu, Tushee Giin’s Khoshuu, Dayan Jalbaa Giin’s Khoshuu,
Dalai Vangiin Khoshuu, Baatar Giin’s Khoshuu, Setsen Chin Vangiin
Khoshuu, Itgemjit Giin’s, Akhai Giin’s, Zorigt Chin Van, Erdene Jun Van,
Ibetseg border post, Tusheet Khan’s Khoshuu, Bishrelt Giin’s Khoshuu, Dalai
Choinhor Van, Tusheet Khan’s Uizen Giin, Jalsan Gombodorj’s Khoshuu,
Said Erdene Vangiin’s territory, pages 138-149 Tusheet Khan Aimag’s
Darkhan Van’s Khoshuu — Selbiin Gol, Yargaityn Am, Jigjidyn Am, Sharga
Morit, Gilintiyn Belchir, Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Ilden Giin Dashdorj’s
Khoshuu — Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Baatar Beil Navaanyunden’s Khoshuu.
— Mandal Tolgoi, Khui Gol, Khavchirga, Mukharin Bulag, Khailaastyn
Ar, Ereendi Davaa, Tiinkhogdél Am, Baga Khotoliyn Ar, Khiikh Biliitit,
Kholboogiin Nuruu, Dabharyn Am, Urtiin Am, Erdene Van — Ilbak, Berlik,
Yoroogiyn Zuiin Khiiziiti, Khaisan Gilin’s possession Uyalga border post,
Namsrai Vangiin Khoshuu, while pages 178-187 contain Darkhan Van’s
Russian and Mongolian registration.

In R-1. Opis 3. Ed\hr. 5\1 b. Materials of the Witte Expedition Party
No. 1. (Yellow Party) materials pages 1-49 include registration of Dalai
Choinkhor Van Tsedensonom’s Khoshuu’s border post’s citizens, Tushee
Giin Luvsankhaidav, Said Sain Noyon Khan’s Said Van Jamyandorj, Saruul
Giin Geleg’s, Setsen Chin Van Nayant, Mergen Van Monkh-Ochir, Daichin
Chin Vangiin’s citizens at he mouth of Senkheriin Gol, Bishrelt Giin Sundui’s
Khoshuu’s Lama Luvsandash, and others. It is a record in the Mongolian
script prepared by officials Purdindov, official Elbegdorj, and Lamjav. Pages
53-99 contain registration by Elbegdorj Rinchino in Russian written in pencil.
The registration was made in Ydst Zasag’s Khoshuu.

In R-1. Opis 3. Ed\hr. 5\3. Materials of the Witte Expedition Party No. 2.
pages 29-86 include Setsen Khan Aimag’s Zorigt Beisiin Khoshuu, pages
87-119 include Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Darkhan Chin Vangiin Khoshuu’s
Nalaikh, Buurlyn Davaa, Galuutai, etc., pages 133-146 include Setsen
Khan Aimag’s Akhai Beisiin Khoshuu, pages 154-167 include Setsen Khan
Aimag’s Saruul Giin’s Khoshuu, pages 234-260 include Setsen Khan Aimag’s
Dalai Vangiin Khoshuu, pages 261-295 include Setsen Khan Aimag’s Achit
Beisiin Khoshuu, pages 297-307 include Setsen Khan Aimag’s Siijigt Giin’s
Khoshuu, etc., with specific numbers of people included in the male and
female registration. The third direction of Witte’s survey team registration
includes the following records.



R-1. Opis 3. Ed\hr. 5\4 a. Materials of the Witte Expedition Party No. 3.
(Krasnaya Partiya). There is a detailed registration of the population structure
of the khoshuns. For instance, page 43 contains compiled information about
Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Erdene Vangiin Khoshuu. There are 136 males in
total, 184 females, 320 people in all. There are 262 cattle and 1149 sheep.
Additionally, registration of Daichin Vangiin Khoshuu, Akhai Giin’s
Khoshuu, Tsogt-Ochir’s Khoshuu, Erkhet Giin’s Khoshuu, Zaya’s Shav’,
Setsen Chin Vangiin Khoshuu, Nomun Khan, Tsokhitoi Giin’s Khoshuu, Sain
Noyon Khan Aimag’s Said Erdene Vangiin Khoshuu, Said Janzhin Vangiin
Khoshuu, Uizen Giin’s Khoshuu, Sain Noyon Khan’s Khoshuu, Tusheet
Khan’s Khoshuu, Bat-Ochir Giin’s Khoshuu, Bishrelt Giin’s Khoshuu,
Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Dalai Giin’s Khoshuu, pages 172-174 contain a
special page for Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Darkhan Chin Vangiin Khoshuu.

The fourth division or the Brown Group’s registration is preserved in R-1.
Opis 3. Ed\hr. 5\6. Materials of the Party No. 4. (Korichnevaya Partiya) or
Brown Group. Judging by the registration, it includes the southern part of
Tusheet Khan Aimag’s Darkhan Chin Vangiin Khoshuu, covering areas like
the northern part of present-day Bayantsagaan Sum of Tév Aimag, Ondér
Dov, Khulgaryn Zurkhaich, Aman Us, Erdene Teeliyn Aman, etc. At the
end, there is a compiled registration, suggesting that the archive’s documents
might be a compiled version of the 1915-1916 population and statistical
registration.

The archive’s R-1. Opis 3. Ed\hr. 5\7. Materials of the Witte Expedition’s
Severnaya Partiya registration details place names, population settlement,
migration distances, how many times they migrate annually, food, and diet
specifics. For instance, Darkhan Chin Vangiin Khoshuu’s Y6dogyn Am’s
Adag Lama Sharav, Khia Dendev, the land of Lam Luvsansharav at Kherlen’s
Bulag, Yodogyn Am’s Khar Norov, Ziilin Baidlag’s wife Pagma migrated ten
places from the old place, migrate twice a year, reside at the same river in
the autumn, at Kherlen’s edge in summer, at Ziitin Gol in spring, at Togos
Khangai in winter. Choose four places to move when settling. They write that
there is no reason to move other than searching for their food and diet.

The last page of the registration, page 247, contains a note about “Route
No. 7. 14. June 1916. Ruins at Sumiyin Gol.” This note can be considered
the first record in the 20th century of the Siridag Monastery founded by the
Ondér Gegeen Zanabazar. The survey team seems to have conducted a small-
scale excavation at Sdridag Monastery, as mentioned in a special article by
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Dr. Yu. I. Yelikhina,® curator of the Mongolia, Tibet, and Khoton Studies
Department of the State Hermitage Museum of Russia. According to her, the
items from Sdridag Monastery transferred to the State Hermitage Museum in
1916 by Byashkov were collected during the Witte team’s expedition. The
Hermitage has a collection numbered V-572-V-790. However, many items
seem to be missing, as she noted. It is assumed to be Witte’s collection as
the relics are numbered with V.2' Concluding, there are items related to
Mongolian history and culture under the 1915-1916 population and statistical
field survey materials.

The primary reason why a large portion of these population and statistical
records ended up in Poland can be attributed to Professor Wtadystaw
Kotwicz’s proficiency in the Mongolian language. It is believed that he
obtained these materials during his service at the Ministry and, worked on
processing the original census material. After his passing in 1944 in Czarny
Boér in Lithuania his daughter Maria Kotwiczowna with the help of his
disciple, Professor Marian Lewicki, were able to bring all his files to Cracow,
Poland. His collection includes one of the most extensive demographic and
economic records compiled in the early 20th century after Mongolia declared
independence, making it an invaluable treasure for both research and practical
applications.

Publication of the statistical materials from the Archives of Kotwicz

As it was underlined, the statistical documents of 1915-1916 are
essential for analyzing Mongolia’s social and economic conditions
of that time, including demographics, land distribution, lifestyle, and
religious institutions. Additionally, they complement existing Russian
archival materials, providing broader context for historical research. At
the initiative of researchers from Mongolia and Poland, including the
authors of the present paper, Sampildondov Chuluun and Agata Bareja-
Starzynska, discussions were held to publish the documents in Mongolia.
2 Yelikhina, Yu. I. “Ermitaj muzej dakh’ Sar’daiin khiidiiin dursgal ”, Sar ‘dagiin khiid: Ondér

gegeen Zanabazaryn uran buteeliin khuree. Tuukh-Arkheologiin sudalga. Ulaanbaatar,

2019, pp. 439-477 / Emmxuna 0. U. Opmumaosc myszeii oaxe Capvoacutin Xutiouun

dypcean. | Capvoacuiin xutid: Onoep 232331 3anabasapvin ypan Oymaonuiin xypaa. Tyyx-
ApxeonoruitH cymanraa. Ymaanbaarap., 2019, pp. 430-477.

2 Yelikhina, Yu. I. “Ermitaj muzej dakh’ Sar’daiin khiidiiin dursgal”, Sar’dagiin khiid:
Ondor gegeen Zanabazaryn uran buteeliin khuree. Tuukh-Arkheologiin sudalga.
Ulaanbaatar, 2019, p. 431 / Enuxuna 0. U. Opmumasic myzeii oaxe Capvoazutin Xutiouuin
dypcean. | Capvoacuiin xutid: Onoep 232331 3anabasapvin ypan Oymaonutin xypaa. Tyyx-

Apxeonoruita cymanraa. Ymaanbaarap., 2019, p. 431.




The Polish side welcomed this proposal, facilitating high-quality copies and
formalizing agreements for their transfer to Mongolia. However, due to the
significant financial costs involved in publishing the materials, the process
has been delayed for many years.

Nevertheless, the timing for publishing and distributing these documents
to the public appeared favorable. The year 2025 marked the celebration of the
75th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Mongolia and Poland, and
the release of the statistical materials in nine volumes by the “Monumenta
Museum” series of the Chinggis Khaan National Museum of Mongolia
coincided with the official state visit of Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin
Khurelsukh to Poland in March 2025 marking a historic moment for making
these valuable records publicly available. Now this time for starting manifold
research of the published materials.
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