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[IPE/TUCIIOBUE

PaGora mag nepesomom VIII wmmrm «Maxabxaparsi», «Hapua-
waprbi» («Hmmra o Hapme»), ocymmecTBiAmack B pycie DPasHo-
CTOPOTHEr0 HCCAeLOBAHUS JPEeBHEMHAUICKOTO 3II0CA, KOTOPOE fAB-
71feTeA OJHEM W3 BAKHBIX HAIPABICHINA COBPEMEHHON MHJONOTHH.
Hacrnamuilt mepesof ABIgeTcsa OPONOMKEeHAEM HAYaTOd MHOTO JleT
gazaz 8 JIO B AH CCCP paorsl mo NOAHOMY LepPeBOIY
«MavafxapaTey @A pycckumit aspik. K mepeBefeHABIM paHee KHE-
ray I, II, III, IV m V mpumcoenuuserca temeps wumra VIII, co-
JepsiAHile KOTOPOH OTMeweHo spkoil cmemmuroir 1 Ooratoit wa-
dopramneli, cmocobHON NOMOTHUTE HAMIN 3HAHAA O APEBHEHHAIH-
CHOIT HYIBTYpE B HEXoM psame obmacTel.

Ha pyccruit sspig «Hapuamapsa» mepeBonwTCA BHEpPBHE (ecid
He YUNTHIBATHL KpallHe HETOTHO CAeJYIOINero W OIyXy, @ OYKBe
apennelrHImACKOro dmoca nepesopa tpex raas C. Junkmasm). O6-
mee npexcrasienne o cofepsRanmm VIII kuwurm wmrartens mor pa-
Hee COCTAaBUTh HA OCHOBE JIMTEPATYPHBIX uaiomenwmit «Maxabia-
parsn, Bemmoruenurix 9. H. TemrunsiM n B. I'. 9pmanoM, a Tawxe
o uparkomy umepeckasy 1. @. Unsuwa. 910, ofHaKo, @e CHEMALO
HEOONOIMMOCTH HOJTOTOBKE IIOJHOTO HAyd4HOTro mepeBofa «Hapma-
HAapE:i>, KOTOPHIT He TONBKO 3HAROMEI OBl 9ATATENA ¢ COMEpIKa-
HEEeM KHHTH BO BCeM o6heMe, HO MoT Obl TaKme OBITL PEROMEHJO-
BAH B KAUeCTBe HUCTOYHHKA YY€HBIM-CIICIIHAJULCTAM.

B coorsercreum ¢ »Toit 3ajavell, a TarMe ¢ yiKe CIOFKHBIIEMCSH
MeTon0M paborsl wam TexcradMu «MaxabxapaTsl», YYHTHIBAIOIIUM
ocofexnoCTII MAMATHAKA B 1[eJOM I OIJEAbHBIX €ro KHAT, ONpeje-
JAAAACH CTPYKTYPA MPEJCTABAAEMOr0 KOPHyca MaTepuasios, Hayu-
HBIH 1P032ITeCKHE [1ePeBOf ROMONHAETCS KOMMEHTADHEM M CJO-
BapaMi: 1) mMeH, HATPOHUMUEK T TAaK HA3BIBAEMBIX HMEH-3IIUTETOB
OCHOBHLIY feficTByOmMux aum (Bxaouas MudoJornueckue mepeo-
HaK®), 2) ITHOHHAMOB H reorpaduuecKnx HassaHuit (¢ yueToM
manreix Mudonxormyeckoil reorpadum), 3) uUpeIMeToB U TEPMEHOB
(xyaa sraouenst 11 Gorannueckue naspamma). Coctas ciosaped H
KOMMEHTAPHHA ONpefensoTesa CUeNA(UKON CcomepaHus HNAHRHEON
ramiu «Maxabxaparsy. «Hapuamapsa» oramuaercs ot ApYrux,
Raske «0aTaNBHEIX» KHAT SIOHEN TeM, Y4T0 HeUCIBHe ee DPA3BUBA-
eTCA HEeIpepsiBIe OT HAYaJNa U [0 KOHIA, 3aMefiadch Wb MIl-
AUMadbLubGIM  KoxmwecTsoM makopmopanuii. Ilo cymectsy, scw
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//’—"P—-’ [T}
guury BaEHMaer HOBGCTBOBHHHBGO 16 m e17—1?)1 ,ﬁﬂ;H BIIefJIIéI}::)Ol‘]::[)
GHTBHL, gpobsmreecd, Kak aTo BCOOIIE XapaRTepHo I II’ g

ca, HA 0OIBINOE KOIMIECIBO ONUCARWA NOEJIUHKOB MesKIy Te
EHOME’[ # CTOJKHOBEHHIl PasnmYHBIX BOMHCKHX OTPATOB. B rexcre
y?I,(I)MﬁHaeTCH MHOKECTBO HMeH napeﬁ’ W repoes, UTO AeIaeT He-
 3Ge:RHBIM BHIieTieBNe OCHOBHBIX, HaMOOIeE UacTo BCTPEUAIOIIIXCH
43 DTEX HMEH B CJIOBApb (wvena MaJO3HAYNTENBHBIX IEPCOHamed
sory® GBITH HafijleHBl SHTATEJIEM B TERCTe i KOMMEHTApUll IO co-
oTBETCTBYIOIIEMY ykasarenio). HaspaEma BOoBIeUeHHBIX BO BCEHH-
quitckyio GHTBY Ha Hypyruierpe niemen u H2pO/I0B IpefcTaBIeHEl
% gEATe CTOIb TIAPOKO, YTO BOSHEKIA HEOOXORUMOCT: B COCTAB-
Jeumi OTIETBION0 cI0Baps drHOHMMOB. VIII kumra mrpaer B co-
crape «Maxa0xaparbiy HEMaJOBaKHYI KOMIIOZHNHOHHYIO DOIb:
pMeHHO B HeW HaXONAT paspelienue MHOTHE W3 KOMIMSHM, HAMe-
qeHHBIX B IPeAbLIYIINX KHHErax, riaBHeIM ofpasom — B «Cabxa-
napee». IosToMy B ciaefyromeM 3a TEKCTOM KOMMEHTAPHI HOMEMO
APYrEX cBeJeHHi, HeoGXORMMBIX AIA [PABUILHOTO NOHHMAHHA M
OCMBICIEHHS TEKCTa, COIEP/RATCA OTCHUIKR K JIPYTHM KEHIaM 2I10-
mer, ONECHIBAJOIAM TPeABICTOpHI0 paspusaiomuxca B «hapma-
mapee» COGBITHIL.

Marepnan «HKapHamapssl», Kak H APYIEX «0aTalbHBIX» KHAI'
«MaxabxapaTsl», J0 CUX TOD NOYTH He NPUBJIEKaJX BHEMAHAS MC-
ciemosareneir (Godee APYrUX II0OBE3J0 B 9TOM OTHOIIEHWH IIaBaM
27 u 30, ommceBaromuEM 06bIYAM TIEMEHH MQJpPOB H IIOTOMY HC-
NONL30BAHALIM B HECKOALEUX pafoTax Kax «3THOrpaduuecKmiy
marepuan). Tem me menee gamusie VIII xuurm moryr cmocoberBo-
BAThL PENIGHAI0 HEKOTOPBIX BaKHBIX BOIPOCOB JAPEBHEHHIHICKOW
HCTODHH 7 KYJILTYpH. B mepsyo ovepelb 9T0 OTHOCHTCA K IPoGieMe
reHesuca 3MAYECKOM HO93MM. D THOONOrMYECKOM OTHOIIEHHH TIO-
BECTBOBATeJbHAA TEeXHHKA «0ATAaJbHEIX» KHHET, B B YACTHOCTI
«Kapramaperi», — a10 mexomaeIii cloif, 0CHOBA APEBHEHHIMICKOTO
anoca. Cruanr «Kapmamapeel» Oolee miIm MeHee ayTeHTHYHO BOC-
IIPOU3BOZUT TEXHUKY YCTHOTO HIEBIa-WMIPOBH3ATOPa, APEBHEIO CY-
Thl. ITa MOITHYECKAS TEXHMKA, IPUCIOCOGICHHAA K YCAOBHAM HM-
UPOBM3aNMOHHOrC BOCCO3HAHUA TeKcTa, Cyry6o (popMyabHa, BCIEH-
CTBUe wero «GaTalpHBIAY CTHIL MOMKET OCTABATL Y COBPEMEHHOIO
ANTaTeNs BHmewalmenMe MW3BECTHOTO OFHOOOpasms. JlaA IpemHeH
g’ggggnn 3Ta MOHOTOHHOCTb, HECOMHEHHO, KOMIIEHCHDOBANach
HHOHHOPBBHHOCTbIO pacmeBa W 3CTETHHECKON OIEHKOH HMIPOBH3A-

0 ACIeKTa HCKYCCTBA HCIIOJIHATEIA.

o 01;111?0 TOro, A ycHmieHHS 3CTETHYECKOro a(Pderra crasd-
smoca: ¢ E}C:KO HCHONb30BAIN OCHOBHBIE IODTUYECKHE CPeJCTBA
HEIM «HI; Hl:‘erme 7 Metadopy. Auaans mx ymorpeGJIeHHS N0 NaH-
mac x HOIII)KMIIame» JaeT IeHHBIE Pe3yAbTATHI, npunﬁma;i:aloume
aupa [Bac l;imzﬂo Tponecca 3apPOKAEHAA DUWYECKOU MOI3ME KaK
Tpocaenary, H;ILKOB’ Hesenesa, 1988]. Jror amamms moseoxnser

YPOBHE 3iIeMEHTApHHBIX LOITHYECKUX CPEJCTB BO3-
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Hlpeducaroaue

JeiicTBie Ha pamHnil smoc MUGPONOTHYECKAX M PHUTYAIbHBIX Mo-
meneif, Tar yGegmrennHo mpomeMomcrpuposarnoe II. A. I'pmame.
PoM Ha ypoBHe cioskeToB. IlocrosiHHOe ymomobiaenne repoes Mudu-
YecklM Ti€pCOHA)KaM, TJIABHEIM 00pa3oM — IepCoHakaM «UcXop-
HOTO» HIA 3Ioca geMoHobGopuecKoro muga (IpHeM, YHacCIemoBaH-
HEI PaEHAM DJIOCOM OT MPERUOIECTBYIOIHAX «MAaJblX IMHYSCKHX
$opM», B OCHOBHOM — OT DHUTYQJIBHOI0 NAHETHPHKA), HPHAAeT
Beell RapTmHe snmYeCKoR GUTBHL 0COOBIA KONODHAT, YHOROOIAR ee
B IeloM W3BeYHOH KocMmmueckoi Gutse. Ilpmuem ocoOblil xapaxrep
3OUYECKOT0 CPABHEHHUH, CTOAMIEro eIl Ha NMOALYTH MeRTY Mudo-
JOTHYECKEM YOOJ0OIeHNeM-0TOKAeCTRICHAEM M CPaBHEHHEM Kak
OCO3HAHHEIM XV/I0/KeCTBeHHBIM IIPEEMOM, OCTABIAET HEH3MEHHO
OTHDBLITOM BO3MOMKHOCTD OTOKJECTBICHNA WM YCTAHOBIEGHWs WHBIX
cBAzCH MEMOY SMHYECKEM fAelicTBweM U cofiep:kammeMm Mudga. Ot-
pajkeHre B CPABHEHHAX PHTYaJa OPHMEYATelbHO B TOM OTHOIIS-
HEY, 9YTO, KAK IPABWJI0, 00'bEKTOM CPABHEHHS HABJIAGTCH HE TPAgU-
NAEONALHA OpPaxMaHCKUA PHTYal JKePTBOIPHHONIEHHWS, & IOCTPOeH-
HEIT 10 AYyanbHOIT MOJeln «JOKJIACCHYECKUI» pPUTYaJ THOA IMOT-
Java, PEKOHCTPYKIHM KOTOPOTO B HEJABHAE TOAH TOCBAIISHH
6uiun meckomsro paGor @, B, . Héimepa m M. Xmerepmana.
Bursa, mappnMep, ynogobaserca urpe B KOCTH, PETYAIbHOMY Jeii-
CTBY, OPAMATHSUPYIOIEMY «HCXONHBIH» meMoHoGopueckmit mud,
00517210 «GOKECTBEHHOTO TOCTENPAMMCTBAY, NMPH KOTOPOM XO3SHH
CXONETCHA ¢ TOCTEM B HoefmuHke, B T. 1. TaxmMm o6pasom, HaxommT
TmofTBepAaenne BhicKasanmas Herorma M. Moccom u T'. f. Xex-
noM H7es O PHUTYale TANA IIoTiada Kak aTmorpadmuecroM cy6-
crpare croKera «Maxabxaparsi», [Bacmabros, 1979].

Hapany ¢ MHQOIOTEYECKAME CPaBHOHUAMH ¥ CPABHEEHAMH
mepexogaoro TEma (B 00beKTe KOTOPHIX MEomOrHueckmii obpas
HEOTINYAM OT HepCOHAPUUUPYEMOT0 UM INPUPOTHOTO ABIeHUS
HIM Ke OpefcTaBieHHl dieMeHTH obomx komos) B «Hapmanmapser
AOCTATOYHO W e/(BA JIH He IACTO (IPUPORHBIXY CPABHEHHE, mpep-
CTaBIA0MUX Cco060ii yie BIONHE OCOBHAHHBIA M He IPHKOBHIBAIO-
muit BEAMange MEQOIOTEYECKOH NPeROIPeNeNeHHOCTHI0 XYIose-
creenasli npueM. CpaBHEHAA 3TH HEPeAKO OTIWIAOTCH SHATUTEIb-
HOIl BRIpa3uTeabHOCTHIO. Hepegxo BeTpeuaores W Tak massiBaeMble
CHHTETHYECKAS CPABHOHHWA, € IOMOIIBIO KOTOPHX CO3MAETCA Ie-
JocTHASH, APKAA KapPTHHA, OCHOBAHHAA HA HECTAWJADPTHOM ymOxol-
Jenun 00pasoB He TOABKO B IEIOM, HO E B OTHENBHBIX JeTANAX.
WerycnocTsio KOMIApPATHBHBIX CPEJICTB, IIO-BHANMOMY, BO3MEIIA-
ercsd, pacHBevYMBaeTCA HEKOTOpOe ONHOoOGpasHe CTHIA X KOMIO3H-
OUOHHOE OpraHusanuu «0aTaabHOr0» IOBecTBOBaHEA. Hamo cra-
3aTh TaKiKe, YTo momecTBoBamme B «Hapmamapse» wmecramm oT-
M@YEeHO BO3BBIMIAMUMCA Haf OCBIYELIM OJUHYECKEM ypORHEM
HOMIIO3UNMOHHBIM MacTePCTBOM H HEMAJbIM NCHAXOJOTH3MOM: HAa-
npEMep, IOAYePKHBAHHe NpoTHBOpeumit Meskgy Hapmoit m ero
roxecumaum Hlansedt npm moamoM oTcyreTBEM Karmx-ambo KO-

10

Hpeducrogue

quami BO B3AUMOOTHOMIEHMAX Apmxynn ¢ Rpumnoit 3apaHnee moA-

rapIMBaET YATATENS K TDAarmieckoMy i Hapeni W®CXORY.
?1) o0BIIHO CHOKEH rparmueckuit ofpas HKapmw, B paspaborke
}c(f'roporo 330CTPEHA JTHYECKAA npobreMaTHKa, CTONbL Pe3Ko OT-
JqaloMas HHIMHCKAM 9I0C B CPABHEHHH C SHUTECKUME naMsaT-
puKaMH APYTHX HApOJOB MHpA.

Mosro crasath, ut0 «Hapmanapsa» He NONYYmIa PaEee JOIA-
4ol OHEHKM ¥ KAK HCTOPHYECKUI HCTOMHHR. A oHa MOKeT JaTh
HeMaTo WHTEPECHBIX WCTOPHYECKHX [AHHBIX, eCH: TOJNBRO TO-
CTOSIHHO MMeTh B BAMAY, UTO JIOC OTPaskaer He KOHKpeTHO-(aKTH-
qeckyo0, a 0000mesnylo mcropmi [Bacmapros, 1982]. Hcropm-
yecKH 3HAYMM €aM IPUHIUAI PasMe)KeBAHUSA DPaAsIHYHBIX COMeN-
mmxcs B Ourse ma moxe KRypy mimemen. HecMorpa Ha TO 9TO KOH-
(amkT NpeACTaBIEH, KAK 3TO HEDENKo uﬁblBuaET B DIOCAX pasimi-
HBIX HAPOZOB, HOCSAIMUEM XapakTep ceMeWHONl pacups BHYTPH Hpa-
pmed IWHACTAH KYPY, OH, HECOMHEHHO, OTpaskKaeT ropasao Goxee
CyLIeCTBeHHOG MHOTOBEKOBOE IIDOTHBOCTOSHHE KUYAIIAXCA IHCTO-
Toit cBoe#l «apHHCKOi», BeAWYECKOH KYJAbTYpHl IJIeMeH H TOCYy-
JapcTB CeBepHOE gacTH AoumHE 'aHra (mpejcTaBIeHHBIX HAHIA-
BAMH ¥ DNAHYAJaMH) ABYM BPAKAEOHBIM TOINTHYECKAM CHJIaM:
Bocroxy (Maragxa, Amra) m Cesepo-3amapy (Ilemmxad. Cmap,
Tamngxapa). HeomummamHO TpOpHIBAIOIIAACT B HHBEKTHBe HPAaBaM
m obnvagM MafpoB Henpuasnb K mmrenaM [lemmsxaba m Cesepo-
3amana BooOIle CTAHOBHTCA OTYACIH JOHATHOH Oaaromapsa YmOMH-
HAaHWAM B MX YHCJe ABAHOB, 0AXJIHKOB, IDAKOB M TYKXapoB, T. e.
IPEKOB, GarTpmiilen, cKEQOB-CAKOB W TOXapOB — HAPONOB, HAYA-
Hafg cOo BpeMeH noxofoB Anexkcasapa MakeloHCKOTO TOOYepensEo
nogumeapmuex Cepepo-3anapuyio WHgnio cBoeMy HONATHYSCKOMY I
KYyIbTypEOMY Bamanmo. OqHaxko aHaJm3 cojep:;RalllEXCH B IIanax
27 n 30 «orHOrpadmuecKIX» AHHHX 0 KyIpType sKmreneir Ilemp-
#aba m Cmpga y6esxmaer B TOM, 4T0 KYJABTYPHAA OTIY/KICHHOCTE
geBepo—Banana or Mapxpagemm Oplna mpefonpefeleHa B eIme
00llee paHHME Nepwom (/0 TOABICHAA BCEX HTHX TYIKEIEMHBIX
saBoeBatTesneli) OrpoMHOM pONBI0 B KYJABTYPe MNaHHBIX objacreir
APaBENOA3EITHOrO cyGcTpaTa — HacheRua «ApaTTH», HO-BHIAMOMY,
TO/IeCTBeHHOl B WMCTOpHUECKol NMepCHeKTHBe NEBHIH3AIAN J0-
aansl Nana [Bacmaskop, I'ypos, 1988).

o M:IT{;PHaHapBUa» copepsnT TakKe Gorarefimyo wEGOpMAnmIo
HpanapHcamHOH Kyaerype [pesmeit Vapunm, soopykenam (3mech,
3aTPYJ11’meKyHOCTL apPXEONOTHICCKAX JAHHEIX BO MHOTHX CIYYafX
STHRE o TT H};enmdmnaunm peua.unn), BOGHHOM Jlelie, BOMHCKOIl
PasIRE H{; yr 'lr]aRHce B OJTHOM KapTHHE COBMOIAIOTCA TPEMEThE
AEIseTOn | 1IOX. peo?naufmmen TAKTHKOIl B ONMCAHAAX OUTBHI
RNL; grg Illignecnnqnbm foil», cronkHOBEHmEe Macc GOEBHIX KOJEC-
Koo ixe Bocn:mem Tepmoja YCTHOrO OHTOBAaHESA 310Ca 3TO Ta-
Mepa, poo: MUHAHEE 0 IPOLIIOM, KaK I KONeCHUIHBIR 6oit y To-

POM3BOAVBINET0 NABHO MENYBIIYIO AeHCTBHTEIBHOCTH
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mureHeko#l I'pemum (3 Mugum GoeBoe HCHONBIOBAHHWE KONECHU
IpeRpaTHIOCh B TepBex Bekax mo H. 3.). Ho, B cooTBercrBmy
¢ neropmuecko#t nerumoit, «Hapmanapsa» msobpaykaer mHEHEHCKue
u npnutrsie nmemena Cesepo-3anana BeXyumuMu off npemMyInecs-
BEeHDO MacCaMu KOHHHISL, a Apasumop IOuo#r Mmamm — cpamarn-
mrMicA B memeM crpoio. Marepecnsl onmcaBdA PasiHIHBIX BOEH-
HBIX PHTYaNOB W aKTOB «BomHCKON Marmm». Momoxorm 1 pgmalorm
Be[yIMUX BOMHOB Iepexn Oureofi (Bocxomamme o gopMe, BO3MOKHO,
K HAHETHPUKY U (XYJUTENBHBIM» CTEXaM) CTOSAT B CBA3H, IO Beeit
BEAIIMOCTH, ¢ OUPEfe/IeHEHMA MOMEHTAME PUTYajA30BaAHNOLO Iio-
Befenns (ICHXoXOrmdecKad NOATOTOBKa mepel Goem, a TakXe Ma-
rmueckoe HapammyBadme CoOCTBEHHOH MOINW H TOAPLIR «Marmei
CJI0B2Y MOINYM TIPOTHBHHUKA).

Buaromaps Bcem srmm ocobemmocTAM cofepskanua  «Hapma-
HapBhl» ee MepeBOT MOKeT He TOABKO ABUTHCH HE0OXOIHMEIM I1I07-
CHODEeM ONA ucciefoBareneil pasamuHbIX obxacreil ppeBHemmpmii-
CKOH KYJABTYDH, HO TaKKe — HECMOTPS Ha M3BeCTHoe ogHO0Opasme
A3BIKA, 3aTYHIEBaTh KOTOPOE B DPaMKaX 3aflaud HAYYHOTO IepeBoja
He N[eNCTaBIANOCh BOBMOMKHBIM, — BHI3BATH MHTEPeC W V BHEMA-
TEIXLHOTO UATATENI-HeCHelHalACTA.

A. B. Bacuavkos, C. JI. Hesenesa
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SUMMARY

The translation of Karpaparve (the book of Karpa), the
eighth book of Mahabhdarata has been done in the framework of
multifaceted studies of the ancient Indian epics, which constitute
a major direction in the contemporary Indian studies in the Soviet
Union. It continues the work going on for many years now to
make a complete translation of Mahabhdrata into Russian. The
eighth book, marked by striking originality, in addition to earlier
translations of books one to five can considerably expand our
knowledge of the ancient Indian culture.

This is the first translation of Karpaparva into Russian. The
arrangement of this edition corresponds to the authors’ methods
of work on Mahabharata and the specific features of this hook.
The academic prosaic transiation is supplemented with a commen-
tary and glossaries of (1) names of the main heroes including
mythological characters; (2) cthnic and geographical names; (3)
items and terms. The composition of glossaries and the commentary
is primarily determined by the content of Karneparva. This book is
distinguished even from other “battle™ books of epic series by unin-
terrupted development of action which only slows down by a small
number of incorporations. The entire book is virtually devoted
to the description of the 16th and 17th days of the great battle,
and is divided, as is common in Mahdbhdarata, into numerous desc-
riptions of fights between heroes and various military units. The text
mentions many names of kings and heroes, and for this reason, at
least major names (less important names can be found in the text
and commentary with the help of the index) are listed in the glos-
sary. Names of tribes and peoples involved in the battle of
Kuruksetra also occur very often, and that is why a separate
glossary of ethnic names has been made. The eighth book consti-
tutes an important component of Mahdbharata, because many of
the collisions, outlined in the previous books, are solved in it.
For this reason, in addition to facts needed for a correct compre-
hension of the text, the commentary offers references to other
Mahabhdrata books.

Karpaparva, just as other “battle-books” of Mahabharata,
has virtually been ignored by researchers, with the exception of
Chapters 27 and 30, which describe in a biased manner the customs
of the Madra tribe and have been used as an “ethnographic” mate-
rial. However, the eighth book can help solve a number of important
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Summary

problems of the ancient Indian history and culture. This prip,
rily concerns the genesis of epic poetry. Typologically, narrati a.‘
teqhnique in “battle-books”, including Karpaparva, constitute tl\;e
primary substratum, the basis of the ancient Indian epos. St 15
stically, Karpaparva quite authentically reproduces the formufai
devices of singer-improviser, the ancient siita. For this reasorlc
the reader may get an impression that the book is m0n0t0nous’
But for ancient audience the monotony was compensated by bright
description of battles, solemn chanting and improvization skT]ls,
of a narrator.

In addition, to intensify the aesthetic effect, narrator made use
of the main poetic devices of the epos, primarily comparisons and
metaphors. The analysis of the use of comparisons and metaphors.
in Karpaparva, gives valuable results which are needed for the
comprehension of the genesis of epic poetry as a genre. It is also
possible to trace at the level of poetic devices the influence of
n{yt}_xological and ritual models on early epic works which was con-
vincingly shown at the level of epic plot-building by P. A. Grint-~
zer in his book, Ancient Indian Epos. Genesis and Typology, Mos-
cow, ‘1974. Epic comparison is only halfway between mythological
identification and comparison as a conscious artistic device. The
description of rituals through comparisons is notable because the
object of comparison is often not a traditional Brahmin offering
ritual, but a “preclassic” potlach-like ritual built on a dual meo-
del. A number of works by F. B. J. Kuiper and J. Heesterman
were devoted to reconstruction of this ritual. For this reason, the
idea once suggested by M. Mauss and G. J. Held of the potlach-
like ritual as an ethnographic substratum of Mahabharata’s plot
is confirmed.

In addition to mythological and transitional comparisons
(in which a mythological image is indistinguishable from a perso-
nified natural phenomenon or elements of both codes are present),
Karnaparva has many purely “natural” comparisons which consti-
tute a conscious stylistic device devoid of any mythological
predictability. These comparisons are often distinguished by very
elaborate details. Sometimes, the narrative rises above the usual
epic level in its compositional perfection and psychologism (e. g
the stress on contradictions between Karna and his chariot-driver
Shalya, and at the same time, the absence of any collisions between
Arjuna and Krspa prepare the reader for a tragic fate of Karna)-
The tragic image of Karna is very complicated. Here many ethica¥
problems are emphasized, which strongly distinguishes the Indian
epos from epic monuments of other nations. .

Karpaparva has not yet been duly recognized as an historfca}
source also, which may give, however, many interesting historical
data. But the researcher should not forget that the epos reflects

Summary

a generalized but not concrete history. Of great historical interest.
is the principle of division of different contesting tribes that
engaged in the Kuruksetra battle. Despite the fact that the conflict
is described as a family quarrel in the ruling Kuru dynasty, as it of-
ten occurs in the epics of various peoples, it undoubtedly reflects
the centuries-old confrontation between the Vedic culture of
northern states in the Ganges valley (the Pandavas and the Paaicha-
las) and two hostile political forces, the East (Magadha, Anga)
and North-West (Punjab, Sind and Gandhara).

Karnaparva also contains much data on the material culture
of ancient India: the army; military trade; military ethics. In
asingle picture, features of various ages are combined. For
the Epic in the later phase of its oral transmission the chariot
fighting, though so often described, was a mere remini-
scence of the remote past—just as it was for Homer, who depic-
ted the bygone reality of Mycenean Greece (in India chariots.
were in military use until the first centuries B. C.). But in com-
pliance with the historical truth, Karpaparre describes Indian
and alien tribes from North-West as engaged in massive horse
battles, and South Indian Dravidians primarily using infantry.
The description of various military rituals and «war magic»
actions are also of interest. Monologues and dialogues of hero-
warriors on the eve of a battle (most likely deriving in form to
eulogies and «cursing» poems) are linked with certain ritual
behaviour patterns: the psychological training before the battle;
the magic reinforcement of one’s own military might; and ma-
gic weakening of the enemy.

Given the above merits, the translation may be useful not
only for the specialists in various fields of ancient Indian culture,

but also for general readers.
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