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BBEAEHWUE

B konue 2-ro toicsiyeseTHd A0 H. 3. Ha ore ApaBHiickoro
[OJIYOCTPOBA HadaJsa CBOE Pa3BHTHE OKHOApaBHicKag LH-
BUJTH3allUs, NpocylllecTBoBaBmiasg A0 Hadasna VII B. #. 3.
OcHoBOIl ee OBIJIH CKOTOBOJCTBO H BBICOKOPA3BHTOE 3€M-
Jejesie ¢ IWHPOKUM HUCTOJAB30BAHHEM HCKYCCTREHHOTQ OPO-
wenus. [eorpaduueckast yIaseHHOCTb OT OCHOBHBIX II€HT-
pos lpesnero Bocroka ofycsnoBu/ia OTHOCHTE/bHYK CaMoO-
CTOSITENBHOCTh BOSHHKHOBEHHS H PA3BHTHS 3J€Ch KJacCOBO-
ro obliecTBa, TOCYAapcTBa, PEJHTHO3HONH H TMOJHTHYECKOH
paeosioryd. BaxmeAmuMHu (dakTopaMH, OnpeleJSHBIINMH
SKOHOMHUECKOe [IPOIBeTaHHe rocyfapcrs apesHero Memena
U UX MeXJAYyHapOAHOe 3HaueHue, OBUIM TOPTOBJS BBICOKO
LeUHBIIMMHCS B JpeBHeM MHpe OJIarOBOHHSMH H KOHTPOJb
HaJ TOPTOBBIM TPaH3UTOM uepes Apapuw. Ha nporsikeHuu
ABYX Toicsiy Jer lOxHas Apasus Oblja yYyaCTHHKOM H IO-
CPeHHKOM B TOPrOBOM H KyJAbTypHOM oOMene mexay Cpe-
IH3eMHOMOpbeM H Bauxuum BocTokom, ¢ OLHOH CTOPOHBI.
u Bocrounoit Adpukoit u Unaieit — ¢ apyroi.

3xech CHOXKUJCA 3HAUHTEJABHBIH  KYJAbTYPHBIH  UEHTP
JIpeBHero Mupa. BBICOKOrO pa3BHTHA HOCTHIVIM aPXHUTEKTY-
pa U CTPOHTENBCTBO HPPHIALUHOHHBIX COOpYyKeHHil, obpa-
60TKa KaMHs, MeTa/UIypTHs, XYIOXKEeCTBEHHble pemecsa.
Bosasurajaucsk 60JblIHe TOPORAa, KPEHNOCTH, XpaMbl, OrPOM-
uble mioTHHBL. B IOxHo# Apasun 6bl1a co3maHa cBOs ad-
(aBHTHAsA NHCBbMEHHOCTb, LIHPOKO HCHOJb30OBaBlIasics AJsA
COCTABJEHHS MHOTOUYUC/IEHHBIX CTPOUTENBHBIX, MOCBATHTEb-
HBIX, IODMAHYECKHX W JADYTHX HaAmnuced. 3/7ech BO3HHKJIA
CNIOXKHasl DeJHTHO3Hasi cHCTeMa, CMeHeHHast B V B. H. 3.
eAHMHO00KHEeM, CYHIeCTBOBAJO CAMOCTOSTE/NbHOE JETOCYHC-
JIEHHE. *

1OxHoapaBuiickasi NUBHAM3ALHS TNpPOLILIAa AOATHH NyTh
HCTOPHYRCKOIO Pa3BHTHS, OCHOBHBIMH COOBITHSIMH KOTOPOTO
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GblTH: Gopb6a 3a KOHTPOJIb Hal TPAH3HTHON TOPrOBJeH U
NOAUTHYECKYIO FereMOHHIO Mexay ManHCKHM, CaGeiickiim,
KataGanckum, AycaHckuM, XaApaMayTCKHM H  INO3JHee
XuMHAapUTCKUM HApCTBAMH, HAMICCTBHA 3(})HOHCKH>§ BOHCK
W OKKYyIIallHs YacTH, a MHOrAa H Beeil Tepputopin HMemena,
CONepPHUYECTBO 1 CerapaTHCTCKHE BRICTYIJIEHHS 3HATH, BTOD-
Kenusi GenyHHckux Iiemer u3 Llentpanpnoit Apasuu, noa-
uyunenne Vlemena Baactu CacaumgoB. C pacmajaoMm nochen-
Hero rocyjaapctBeHHoro o6pasosanHus lOxuoll Apasun,
XuMilapuTcKOro napcTBa, NpUllja B YNAaA0K H BCA CHCTEMA
I0XKHO2PaBUHCKOH IIHBUJIN3ALUH.

B cepennne VII B. n. 2. Vlemen moutu 6e3 compoTus-
JieHUs1 6Bl BKJIOYEH B COCTAB HOBOTO BOEHHO-NIIOJHTHUYECKO-
ro o6benllHeHHs apaoB H HauaJ CBOe pa3BHTHE B paMKax
dbopMmupyoOLIeHCcs MYCYJbMaHCKOH LUBHJIH3ALHH, CMEHUB-
nielf MHoTHe uusBmausauun JlpesHero Bocroka, B Tom umc-
Je ¥ 10xHoapasuiickyio. KyapTypHoe Hacqeaue s13b14eckoro
npomioro 6BIO K TOMY BPeMeHH B 3HAUHTEJBHO! CTeleHU
YTpaueHO, B MYCYJIbMAaHCKOH KyJbType oOHApyKHBaeTcs
KpafiHe MaJi0 3JIeMEHTOB, BOCXOASLINX CBOUMH KOPHAMH K
jpoucaamckof lOxuoit ApaBuu, OnHako ApeBHEE KyJabTYp-
Hoe OOTaTCTBO He G6BLIO MOTEPSIHO NOJHOCTBIO H CHITPaso
onpefeJeHHYI0 poJb B HOBOM pasBHTHH. Ha 3To ykasniBa-
€T, B 4aCTHOCTH, HaJHUHe B TPYJAAX MYCYJbMAaHCKHX JHTe-
paTopoB O0OJbIIOTO KOJHYECTBA CBeJEHHH U paccKazoB O
noucnaMckom Mewmene.

B macce pasHopoaHoro marepuasna (CHHCKH Uape#, po-
JOCNIOBHBIE ILIeMeH, HCTOPHKO-TeorpadHyeckue 3aMeTKH,
ONHCAHUA MAMSTHHKOB, JereHibl, CKa3aHUsl, CTHXU JIOHUC-
JIAMCKHX TIO3TOB) BBHIJE/SETCH TPYINa CTHXOTBOPHBIX H I1pPO-
3aHYeCKHX CKa3aHHWH, NpeACcTaB/SIOIIHX CcO60f HCTOPHKO-
3MHYeCKOe TNpefaHue o ApeBHeM npoumaoM HOxHoN ApaBun.
[lpeganue 3To MOJYYHNO WIMPOKOE pacmpoOCTpaHeHHe B Ka-
YyecTBE BAXKHOH W CJaBHOH wacTu Npoumioro apa6os, nociay-
JKHJIO OJIHUM M3 HCTOKOB apabCKOH HCTOpHYeckOil JuTepa-
TYPHL.

Ilpenanne o goucnamckom ViemeHe, kaxk GyAeT BHAHO
M3 TOCJEAYIOIHUX IaaB, ObAo co3gaHo BHe ero. Hawm mpen-
cTapiasieTcs 6osiee TPABUJABHBIM Ha3bIBATh €r0 Ka X T A H U J-
CKHMINpelaHHeM (a He lokHOapabckum, kak v A. Kpe-
mepa), IO HMEHH KaXTaHHACKOM TPYNIHPOBKH apabCKHX
njeMeH, JAPEBHIOI0 HCTOPHIO KOTOPHIX NpelaHHe SiKOGH OT-
pakago.

Kaxranuackoe npegaHiie HHTEPECHO C PA3JIHYHBIX TOUYEK
spenus. OQHAKO IIpeK]e BCEro OHO BaXKHO KaK HCTOPHKO-
KyJAbTYPHBIH NaMATHHK, HO3BOJIAIOIUMA BBHISA3HTb HEKOTOPHIE
UCTOKH MYCYJIbMAHCKOH apaGCKOH KYJLTYPHI, OIHCATh HPO-
11eCChl, HalpaB/IsABIIMe ero GOpPMHPOBAHUE, ONPENEJHTh Xa-
pakTep M TEHIEHUHUH 1epepaboTKU MYCYyIbMaHAMH kyJAbTYp-
HOro HacJexusi AOMCAaMCKON ApaBu.

[Ipenanne umeer Takke 60JbIHOE 3HAUeHHE M KaK BO3-
MOXKHBIH HCTOYHHK HCTOPHYECKHX CBeJeHHIl O ApeBHEM
Hewmene.

CoBpeMenHble, yiKe TOCTATOYHO OOUIMPHBIE 3HaHHsS O
apeBhedl ucropun MOxHOW ApaBHM OCHOBBLIBAIOTCH IIOYTH
HCKJIOUHTENbHO HAa snurpaduyeckoM marepuase (H3BeCTHO
okoJo 5 Thic, Haanucell). OnHako crnenupuyeckiie ucobeH-
HOCTH 3TOrO BH/J4 HCTOYHHKOB — TPYAHOCTbL JATHPOBKH, Ja-
KOHHYHOCTh $I3blKa M KOHKDETHOCTb CBEJEHHI — OrpaHHyu-
BAaIOT BO3MOXKHOCTH HCTOPHYECKOTO uccaenoBanns!. Apxeo-
Joruueckoe Hayuenue llemeHna, 1o cyliecrBy, eaBa Haua-
a0chb 2. Mex/y TeM pe3ko akTUBH3MpOBaBIlIeecd B HACTOS-
[iee BpeMs HCCAedOBaHHe IOKHOAPABHUCKOH IHBHJIH3AILHH
TpebyeT yuera H CHCTEMATHYECKOTO PacCMOTDPEHHs Bcell ¢o-
BOKYITHOCTH HUMeIOIlerocs MartepHuasa, B TOM UYHCJIe H BCeX
HapPaTHBHBIX HCTOYHHKOB, Kak 6bl MaJ/J0 HCTOPHYECKHX CBe-
JICHHH OHU Ha NepBHIHl B3TJSJ HH COLepKaJIH.

HappaTuBHble HCTOYHHKH Ha HOXKHOADPABHHCKUX AUAaJeK-
Tax He COXPAHHJIHCb, XOTS, KaK NOJAralmT, OHH CYLIeCTBO-
Banu®. B pacnopsaxkennn uccaegoBaresedl  HUMEIOTCH OT-
AenbHbie cBefeHusl o Plemene B Berxom 3aBere um apyrux
€BPEeHCKHUX pPEJHTHO3HBIX H HCTOPHYECKHX COUHHEHHSIX 4,
TPpyABR aHTHYHBIX aBropos (Crpabon, Ilauuui, asrop «Ile-
punJaa OpHUTPEHCKOro MopsA») 5, XPHCTHAHCKHE COYHHEHHS,
OTpa3HBlLIHE DeIMTHO3HYI 60pnby B IOxHOH ApaBum B
VI B. H. 5. («[Tocnanne Cumeona Berapuiamckoro», «Knu-
ra xumiapuToB», «MyuennuectBo Apeduni» u ap.) . Bce stn
MarepHaJbl HEMHOTOUHCJAEHHBI H OelHbl CBEAEHHSMH, IHO-
3TOMY NPejACTaBJAseTCcs BaXKHBIM OLeHHTh HCTOPHYECKYIO HH-
()OpMaTHBHOCTb OJHON H3 CaMBIX OGIIMPHBIX, HO MEHEe BCe-
IO H3YYEHHHLIX TPYINI HaPPATHBHBIX HCTOUHHKOB IO HCTOPHH
IO:xHOM ApaBuH — KaXTaHUACKOTO MpelaHus.

CooTBeTcTBeHHO, 3aia4a JaHHOM PaGOTH — OLEHHTD TIpe-
Jlanie KakK HCTOPHKO-KYJbTYDHBHIl H HCTOPHUECKHH HCTOY-
HUK. [ uceaenoBanusa usbpannl jgereHasl 06 A6y KapuGe
Ac‘ane an-Kamuie, nape XuMHapHTCKON IUHACTHH, IPaBHB-
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HIeM g pepsofi 1OJOBHHE V B. u. 3. Bbibop omnpenedsica
WHPO k. 13BECTHOCTBIO 3TOr0 1aps B apabGCKoH auTepary-
pe, OypeM JiereHa O HeM, HX THIIHUYHOCTBIO IS KaxTaHH]-
CKOTO mpelanus BooOLle H, HAKOHEL, Ha/JH4YHeM 3mHrpadu-
4eCcKOro MaTepHaJa, KOTOPHIH MO3BOJISIET YKa3aTh Xapakrep-
HBEIe MIPU3HAKY 3TOXH NpaBieHus: Ac‘aza.

KaxTanHackoe npenaHue u3jiaBHa NPHBACKANO BHHMaHHe
yuennlx. Haunnas ¢ XVIII B. ny6aukoBasinuch oTAe/IbHBIE
BHIIIEDKKH M Hepeckasbl apabCKHX CBeleHHH o joHcaaM-
ckoil ApaBHH7, 3a THUM [OCJAELOBAJHN H3JAHHS OT/EJNbHBIX
COUHMHEHUH, ToCBameHHblx uctopuu Memenad, Ocofbii uH-
Tepec BHI3BAJH H BBI3BIBAIOT TPyAn aj-Xampaauu®. M3gaHb
TakKe OCHOBHBIe counnennss Hampana aa-Xuwmitapu 1% Muo-
THe Ba)KHble COUHHEHHS] JO CHX I[Op HaxoJsTcsi B PYKOIH-
csx, Hanpumep Tao’pux Can‘a’ ap-Pasu, Cupar Haepan
aw-Hlaidany, nonuwii Teker Bacada-1-nyayx, ar-Kacuoda
ad-0amuea an-XaMaaHu U Ap.

[Io mepe H31aHHS TEKCTOB MaTepHaJs] HpelaHHss Yacrto
NpHBJeKaJaCcsa HJs HCCJAeAOBaHHs  Haiamuced. Pesysabrarts
OTHAEJbHBIX CpPaBHEHUN TOPOAMAM pa3/iNyHbie OUEHKH €ro
KaK HCTOPHYECKOI'O HCTOYHUKA. B GOJIBIIMHCTBe cJayuyaen
OK. Xanesu, M. Xaprmanu, I'. ®un6u, B. Kackea, Xaaua
Hamu) ' oHu O6bLad OTpHLATENBHBIMH, COBNafas ¢ MHe-
HHAMH 00 9THX MaTepHaldx, CJOXKHUBIIUMHCS YiKe Y Kpym-
He#lINX cpe/IHeBEKOBEIX HCTOPHKOB — XaM3bl ana-HcedaxaHu,
M6n an-Acupa, AGy-a-Qunst u U6H Xanayna 2. Hekoropbie
COBpEMEHHbIe YUYeHble CHCTEMaTHUeCKH HCIOJb3YIOT JaHHbIE
npefaHnss U OTHocsiTcss K HUM ¢ goBepuem (A. I'poman,
I'. Bucman) 3. HHora takoe nosepre GbIBAET upe3MEpHbLIM,
Kak, Hanpumep, xorga K. Ilupen nbTanace AONOJHUTH
snurpaduyueckue gaHHele 0 6opnbe Mamapaxa WMaxay6a
u WMasuna Balinna nporus lammapa 3y-Pafinana c¢ no-
MOIIbIO JeTeHABl O NpaBJeHuH u usrHauuu u3 Memena asyx
6paTbeB-a3auToB 4 pau kKorga JK. PuxMaHC cuuTan g0CTO-
BepHOH JereHay o noxofte Ac'apa ajn-Kamuia B Xuixkas,
Ha OCHOBAHHH TOJILKO TOTO, YTO B THUTYJE Iapst YIOMHHAET-
ca Tuxama '®. Illupokoe wucrosb3oBaHHe JIEreHZAPHBIX Ma-
TepHaJIOB XapakKTepHO AJs paboT COBPEMEHHBIX HeMEHCKHX
uctopukoB 3aifina ‘Uuana u Axmama apad an-gunals,
4TO OTPasHJIOCL H Ha UIKOJbHBIX yueOHMKax PlemeHckoi
Apab6ekoit Pecniy6auku. McecnefnoBanne KaxTaHHACKOTO mpe-
JaHHsa 3HAeT TaKKe HeMaJso IIPHMEPOB OCTOPOKHOIO IMOA-
X0Ja K MaTepHaJy, pa3yMHOIO COOTHOLIEHHSI KPHTHKH H
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nosepus (A. E. Kpuimeknit, B. A, Kpaukosckas, H. B. ITu-
rynesckas, A. I'. JIynnus, Axman @axpu) V.

HecMOTpsi Ha TO 4TO CTOJAb MHOTHe o6pallajuch K Ma-
TepHajaM NpeiaHud, 10 CHX MOp Tak M He BhpaboTano 06-
nee MHeHHe 06 HCTOpDHYECKOH ILEHHOCTH COAEPIKAUIUXCH B
HeM cBefleHHil. IDTo OOBSICHAETCS INpeX/Je BCEro TeM, 4TO
HCCIEN0OBATENH BBHIPEIBAMAH HCTOPHKO-3IHUYECKHH MaTepHas
M3 KOHTEKCTa NpelaHus, TOYTH HHKOTJa He BLISCHSAS HCTO-
puio ero QopmupoBanus. IlpeanpunuMaBiliecs NONBITKH
H3YYHTh H OLEHHTb NpeJaHHe 6e3 CPaBHEHHs C HaANHCAMH
{®. Kpenros u H. A660T — 0 peabHOCTH CyULeCTBOBAHHS
‘A6una 6. Hlapuitn!s; T. Heabgexke-— o0 Mycy/abMaHCKOM
NPOUCXOKAEHHU CTHXOB Tpefanud) !° Takxke He IPHUBEJH K
eIUHCTBY MHEHHH.

B H3yueHHH KaxTaHUICKHX Jered] ocoboe MeCcTO 3aHH-
maer pabora A. Kpemepa «O 10xKHOoapaGckoM npeaHnu» 2,
OCHOBaHHAfl Ha KOMMEHTApHAX K «XHMHapHTCKOI Kacblae»
HamBana aa-Xumiiapu. A. KpeMep BhoepBble BBes 0O6UIHP-
HBIH MaTepuaJ/ [peAaHHs B HayuyHblI oOHXOJ KaK €JIHHOe
1ejoe, OTMETHNA ero (POJBKJIOPHHH XapakTep, ykKasaja ycao-
BUs ero (OpMHPOBAHHS M JHL, 3aHHMABIIHXCA €ro pacnpo-
crpanenneMm. OH NoKaszajg NOPUTOLHOCTH HEKOTOPHIX JereH-
JapHBIX CBeAEHMH JAJs1 MCTOPDHYECKOr0 HCCJIeXOBaHHS, a
TaKXKe OXapaKTepH30Ba/J KaxTaHUACKOe TMpelaHHe Kak
cBOeoOpa3Hoe fBJEHHE B MCTOPDHH MYCYJAbMaHCKO# KyJb-
TYPHI. A
Bosbliioe 3HaueHHe [Jsi HCCAENOBAHUS HpPelaHHs HMe-
I0T paboThHl, YacTO NPAMO C HHUM He CBSI3aHHBIE, HO IOKa-
3aBillHe, B KaKOU CTeNeHH N Kak 6opbGa MeXAy KaXTaHMAa-
MH H aJHaHHJaMH B OMeHsACKOM XaaudaTe oKasbiBajia
BJUSIHHE Ha SIBJIEHHS KYJbTYpbi, DTO — HCTOPHUECKHE 0630-
pbo 10. Beabxaysena u P. Hosu, uccaenosanus M. Foaba-
uuepa, A. Jlammenca, Taxa Xycailna, B. Kackesn,
K.-Ka. Baps?. Ocobas rpynnma paGor mocBsilieHa jesi-
TEJbHOCTH YYEHBIX M JHTEpPaTOPOB, CO3MaBIIMX U pac-
npocrpauaBIUMX npefanue,— Ka‘6a axa-Ax6apa, Baxo6a
6. MyHa66uxa?, [ardpana amw-1aiGaun, u‘Guaa
6. ‘Anu .

Co Bpemenu BeIX0oja B cBeT kuuru A. Kpemepa mpouuto
yxKe Oosiee cra JaeT. [loytn Bce ynOMUHABIIHECST HaMH HC-
CJIeLOBABMS U H3JAHHS TEKCTOB MOSBMJHUCE MOCJE Hee. YiKe
5TO ONpaBAbBIBAET HOBOe OOpAalleHHe K KaXTaHHACKOMY Iipe-
JaHHI0, KOTOPOrO TPeOyIOT aKTyaJ/bHBE 3aJa4H cabGeHCTUKH
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¥ OXHBHBIIHICA HHTEpeC K paHHUM 3TanaM pasBHTHR apal-
CKOH MyCyJbMaHCKOH KYJbTYDBIL.

[MpeaBapuTeNbHLIH aHAIM3 HEKOTODPBIX 06pasuoB apal-
CKHX  HCTOPHKO-3ITHYECKHX  MAaTEpHaJiOB — NIpeaHue o
xumitaputckom uape Illammape Hyp ‘mme u npemanue o
MadbMHAPCKOH LapHlle a3-3a66a’ (3eHoOHH) — BLIIBUAU JBa
BaXKHBIX AJ5 Hauled paboThl MOMeHTa:

1. Kaxrauugackoe upepaunue (jerenpnl o lLllamwmape
Wyp ‘nie) cOCTOUT H3 TeHETHYECKH Pa3HOPOAHBIX KOMIIO-
HEHTOB, OHO OObeIHHsSeT MaTepHaJbl, BOCXOASIIHE K pas-
JIMUHBIM H PA3HOBPEMEHHBIM KYJIbTYPHO-HCTOPHUECKUM IPYII-
nam 24,

2. 3 ananusa npepaHus o6 az-3a60e claefyer, uyTo AJs
OLEHKH HCTOPHUYECKHX MpeJaHHH o cOOBITHSIX B ApaBHH He-
06XOOWMO 3HATb, H3 KaKOH Cpeabl IIPOHCXOAAT JereHaH,
4bl0 «TOUKY 3peHHsI» Ha coOLITHS OHH OTpa)awT. Tak,
npegasue o6 a3z-3a66e OOBOJBHO BEPHO OTPA3HJIO HCTOPHIO
rubenu [lasnpmupckoro mapcTBa ¢ TOUKH 3PEHHS CONEPHHU-
koB [IlanbmupB — Hpakckux apafoB, OfHAKO OHO MaJo
COBMAfAaeT C PacCKa3aMH aHTHYHBIX aBTOPOB O TOM IKe CO-
OniTiy 2.

Hcxoast U3 aTHX npedBapHTENbHBIX BBIBOJAOB, Mbl IoJa-
raeM, uTo JUIsi OLleHKH KaXTAHHACKOro npejlanusi (B JAaHHOM
cayuae — npenanust 06 Ac‘ane an-Kamuiae) kak HCTOPHKO-
KYJBTYPHOTO HCTOYHMKA HEOOXOIHUMO BBIIEAUTbH €ro pa3Ho-
POJAHBIE KOMIOHEHTHI, ONPENEAUTh UX HCTOKH W BHISCHHTb,
C KaKHMH KYJbTYDHO-UCTOPUUECKHMH TI'PyNNaMH OHHM CBSi-
3aHbl. BBINOJIHUB 3Ty 3a1ady, Mbl OyleM 3HaTb, KAKOTO pO-
Ha CBefleHHsT MOXHO (M MOXKHO JIH) HCKATh B MaTepHaJjax
npegaHus.

ApTop ray6oko GuarojapeH HblHe NOKOHHOMY Hpod.
B. H. besasieBy, KoTophi#l ¢ caMOro Hauajda NOAAepXaJ
ero MHTepeC K 3TOf TeMe M TOMOT 3aBepIIUThb LaHHYIO
pabory. Cepneunyio 6/arofapHOCTb aBTOpP HCILITHIBAET H
K ADYrHM CBOHM YUHTE/SIM H KOJJEraM, He OCTABJABLINM
€r0 CBOMM BHHMMAaHHeM H COBEeTdMH: HBIHE IOKOHHBIM
npodp. B. A. KpauxoBcko#t u wujneny-kopp. AH CCCP
H. B. Ilurysnesckoil. ABTOp TNpusHaTedeH BCEM COTPYIHH-
kam ApabGcekoro kabusetra um. M. 0. Kpaugosckoro JIO
HMBAH CCCP, rze BuinosHs/ach ¥ 06CykAajnach 3Ta pa-
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gora. Ha pasHbix 3Tanax IIOATOTOBKH KHHLH aBTODPY TMOMO-
raau sapyOexHble KoaJjeru. ABrop Gjarogaput npod. Xa-

nia Hamu (Kaupckuii yrusepcuter), npod. K. Purmanca

(J/TyBaHCKUfI YHHBEPCHTET), XpaHuTess pykomnHced Hanuo-
nagapHoit 6udauoreku B Kaupe ®Pyana Caitiinga, GuiBuiero
gupektopa HMHcTuTyra apabckux pykonuceir Jiuru apa6-
ckux rocynapers Pamnnaga ‘A6x an-Myrtradu6a.
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ABSTRACT

M. B. Piotrovsky

THE SAGA OF THE HIMYARITIC KING AS‘AD
AL-KAMIL ‘

The ancient civilization of Southern Arabia expired
in the 6th — 7th cents. A. D. and was superseded by the
Muslim one. The interaction of the civilizations produced
among its offsprings, the historico-epic saga on the pre-
Islamic Yemen, kept alive among Muslim Arabs. The Saga
is related to the Qahtanide grouping of Arab tribes and
therefore we call it the Qahtonide Sogo. 1t presents a
certain interest as a compendium of materials on the
Ancient Yemen and at the same time it is an important
monument of the early Muslim Arab culture. The aim of
the present work is to evaluate the Qahtanide Saga as
an historical and historico-cultural source. We have chosen
for the analysis a «cycle» on the King As‘ad al-Kamil,
which is both central and largest in the Saga, it is also
dedicated to a fairly well known historical personality.

Chapter I
THE QAHTANIDE TRIBES AND THE QAHTANIDE SAGA

1. Making of the Qahtanidetribal group-
ing. The grouping appeared in the second half of the
7th cent. and played an important political role in the
Caliphate up to the mid-8th cent. It was shaped in Syria
and thus united both Syrian Arabs and the tribes which
had come there from Southern Arabia on the wave
of the Muslim conquest. This union was political in its
nature while it was proclaimed as a relative tribes’ union
allegedly migrated therein from Yemen in different periods
of the past. 2. Politico-cultural activity of the
Qahtanides. They were fairly active in the field of
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culture wherein their doings were closely linked to poli-
tical aims. They tried their best to hail the glory of the
Ancient Yemen since the great past appeared one of the
main favorable arguments in the struggle for leadership
in the Caliphate. 3. The Qahtanide Saga. The po-
litical aims were also served by the Qahtanide Saga.
[t gained momentum by the mid-7th cent. when its first
records seem to date. Its shaping, dissemination and re-
cording took place among professional story-tellers (‘Abid
b. Shariya), learned experts in the Traditions (Ka‘b al-
Ahbar, Wahb b. Munabbih), political poets (Ibn Mufar-
righ, Ibn Dhii-Jadan), all located in Medina and later
in Hims and Fustat.

The bulk of the Saga was fixed in records in the
9th — 10th cents. compendia (Kifab at-tijan by Ibn Hisham,
Akhbdr ‘Abid b. Shariya, Sirat Daghfal by ash-Shaybani,
Wasdya al-mulik, etc.) by then it had lost its keen poli-
tical sense. Beginning with the 10th cent. in Yemen -there
started fo reappear an interest to its own past new, hence
somewhat expanded and systematized recordings in works
by al-Hamdani and Nashwan al-Himyardi.

The Saga is constituted of a number of ‘cycles’, the
most known of them is the one of the King As‘ad al-Ké-
mil, ‘the Perfect’.

A Chapter I
AS‘AD AL-KAMIL IN INSCRIPTIONS AND IN THE SAGA

1. AbtG Karib As‘ad, son of Malikkaribh, ‘the
King of Saba and Dhii-Raydan Hadramaut and Yam#nah
and their bedouins in Taud and Tihama’, such is the title
of the real king reigning in Southern Arabia in the
4th — first half of the 5th cent. Extant contemporary in-
scriptions reveal that the epoch of As‘ad was a new and
important period in the local history. Thus expanded to
hitherto unknown boundaries Himyaritic state witnessed
signs of decline: the king's power was going down; once
important centers became depopulated; the previous reli-
gion was loosing its role. And at the same time new phe-
nomena turned up to bear heavily on f{urther history.
Among them of importance were the rise of Arab nomads
and appearance of both foreign and local monotheistic
religions.
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2. Abfi Kariband the Tubbatofthe Qur’an.
The historical importance of As‘ad’s period conditioned
its popularity among Yemenite Muslims. It caused iden-
tification of As‘ad with the Tubba‘® mentioned in the
Qur'an (XL1V, 36; L, 13). The Quranic figure was not
primarily linked to any real king, but Southern Arabian-
born commentators of the Qur’an gradually transmitted
and implanted the idea of equation of the Tubba® with
Abii Karib As‘ad. This identification favored accumulation
of various legends around As‘ad’s name.

3. The Saga of Astad al-Kamil. The Saga has
come down to us in several variants of the same version
in the shape of prose accounts and poetry ascribed to
the king himself. It consists of the following episodes:
As‘ad’s birth in the land of the Hamdanites; the boy’s
meeting of three women fortune-tellers; his reseizure of
his father’s throne; raids into Central Arabia; foundation
of the Kindite kingdom; victory over the King Qubaz in
Iraq; conquest of Iran, Soghd, China and India; war
against Yathrib’s population; his meeting of Judaic priests
who foretold the Prophet Muhammad’s appearance and
persuaded him not to destroy Yathrib; As‘ad conversion
to monotheism and worship of Meccan relics; attempt to
introduce monotheism among the Himyarites; argument of
Judaic and pagan priests by the sacred fire; destruction
of the Riydm temple; the Himyarite resistence to new
orders.

Chapter II
ORIGINS OF THE AS‘AD SAGA

An analysis of principal themes and topics was under-
taken to put in relief origins and heterogeneous layers in
the Saga. 1. The theme of destiny. Fatalistic motifs
appear to seem the main idea of the bulk of the Sags
The vocabulary used for the purpose is characteristic of
the early Muslim period. The theme of destiny is closely
linked in the Saga to the Qahtanide political interests
since it serves an apology of the ancient Yemenite society.
[t magnifies the merits of the Qahtanide ancestors. Hence
the bulk of poetry attributed to As‘ad should be dated
by the late 7th —early 8th cents. 2. The Iraqi cam-
paign. An analysis of accounts of the king’s campaigns
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into Central Arabia and Iraq proves them to be based on
rea]l campaigns around Arabia, a ‘new’ Kindite kingdom
being formed then. Later accounts of their capture of al-
Hira in the early 6th cent. were adjoined.3. Campaigns
outside Arabia. This is the most fantastic part of the Saga
which is politically colored. Its origin stems from the Romar.-
ce of Alexander (‘the Land of Darkness’) and epic tales of
Muslim conquests. 4. The Hijazi campaign. The
Yemenite reality is but fragmentarily reflected in these
accounts. The tale of As‘ad’s Judaism is concurred with
mornotheistic inscriptions of the age. Realistic details in
the accounts and traces of their structure after Judaic le-
gends of the ‘Daniel cycle’ point to a possible saga of
Yemenite Jews as their base. Other motifs were added
later. Hence As‘ad came to be linked with the Yath-
ribi legendes of the Tubba® and Abi Karib b, Jabala, the
Lord of Phinicon, with a Hijazi version of the Elephant’s
Campaign (6th cent.). 5. Description of the Ii-
myarite army. The poems of the Saga contain lists
of tribes allegedly of the Himyarite army. However these
concur not with the 5th cent. political situation but with
tribal unions of the 7th — 8th cents. The description of the
army and arms bears no specific Yemenite details with
the exception of a truthful imprint of the structure of the
Southern Arabian armies incorporating bedouin troups.
6—7. Yemenite toponimics and onomastics.
Yemenite toponims and names in the Saga reflect a direct
though superficial, knowledge of the country, their source
being fragmentary data (not a continuous fradition).
8. Principalcomponentsofthe Saga. The above
results permitted to define both components and the way
the Saga was shaped in the second half of the 7th cent.
Changes in the South Arabian life of the 6th — 7th
cents. broke the straight line of cultural tradition. The real
data on the Ancient Yemen (althtough numerous) on which
the As‘ad Sagais based, depict but part of the local history.
The character and contents of the data bear witness to
their being part of the Yemenite bedouin tradition and not
that of the South Arabian settled aborigenes. The Yemenite
Judaic tradition (the Hijazi campaign) was also a part of
the Saga’s origins.

The Yemenites being united in the process of political
struggle with, first, the Ansdr and, later, Syrian Arabs,
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started to propagate widely the tale of the king once po-
pular among Yemenite bedouins. The Yemenite settlers in
Medina identified him with the Tubba*® of the Qur’an.
Later on they attributed to him motifs from other tales,
i. e. of Abraha, Alexander, Kindite kings. The growing
political tendenciousness of the Saga influenced by the
Qahtanide-Adnanide strife made way for accounts of Mus-
lim conquests, i. e. transplantation of later political no-
tions and situations.

In the 10th — 12th cents. the Saga acquired new popu-
larity in Yemen, incorporated some local folklore le-
gends (As‘ad and three witches) and thus gained its de-
finite shape.

All the principal conclusions on the sources, contents
and development of the As‘ad Saga may be applied to
other cycles of the Qahtanide Saga, of other Himyrite
kings above all. It is possible to suggest ways to use the
Saga (and the Qahtanide Saga in general) for a reconst-
ruction of Ancient history of Arabia. They might provide
data on the ‘bedouinization’, the Kindites and their king-
dom, Arabian contacts and the Himyarite politics. The
Saga helps to elucidate some aspects of the genesis of a
new nobility.

The Saga is far more imporiant as a historico-cultural
source. It is used here as a single example to show ways
of formation of Muslim culture, which assimilated and
biasedly interpreted the pre-Islamic heritage of Arabia.
This analysis of the Saga uncovers the mechanism of uni-
fication and confluence of various sources, a distinctive
feature of the syncretic Muslim culture. The Saga also
appears as a monument of one of the stages in the Arab
tribal consolidation.

Tr. by S. Shuiskii
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