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Ceemnoti namamu
Heopsa Muxatinoeuua J{bsaxkonosa
nocesuyaemes

IIPEAMICAOBUE

Hacrosmas pabora mocesimena uetopun MuIHICKOrO HApCTBA — HEPBOTO
JPEBHEHPAHCKOro rocyaapcTea. Xorst MU He NPUHALICKUT K YUACTY 3a0bI-
TBIX TOCYJAPCTB APEBHOCTH, €€ UCTOPHS OCTAETCS HAMMEHEE M3YUCHHOH Cpenn
KpyIHBIX aepkas JlpeBHeBocTouHOro permoHa. Hawamo wmpanckoi rocymap-
CTBCHHOCTH TIPHHATO OTCUUTHIBATE ¢ CepeanHbl VI B. 10 H. 3. — BpPEMCHH Co31a-
HUS AXeMEHUACKOH nepkaBbl. Mcropus Muguu oObIMHO CITYXKHT JIUIIb KpPaT-
KHUM IPEIUCIOBHEM K H3TOKCHUIO HCTOPHH AXEMEHUACKOTO LIAPCTBA.

[TucpmeHHBIE MAMATHUKH camoro MUTUHCKOro LapcTBa HEHU3BECTHHI, HO
CBEACHHUS O HEM COXPAHHIUCh B KJIMHONMHCHBIX (ACCHPO-BABHIOHCKHX W JPCB-
Henepeuackux) Tekcrax IX—VI BB. 10 H. 3., B bubnuu u B COUMHEHUSIX aBTOPOB
AHTUYHOTO U PAHHECPEIHEBEKOBOTO BPEMEHH.

HNmenno aHTHYHBIE, OUONCHCKUEC W BH3AHTUICKHE COUMHCHHS HA MPOTSDKE-
HUU Oonee 4eM ABYX € MOTOBUHON THICAYCICTHH COXPAHSIN CBEACHHUS IO UCTO-
punt Munun. KiavHONHCHBIE HCTOYHUKH CTATH H3BECTHHI CPABHUTCIBHO HEOAB-
HO, U MX H3YUEHHUE, HaUaBIIeecs B nepsod monoeuHe XIX B., He cpasy MMOBIHAIO
Ha mporiecc no3Hanus Muauy.

LleHHOCTD KITMHOMHCHBIX HCTOYHHKOB COCTOHT MPEXKAC BCETO B TOM, YTO
OHU COCTaBJICHBI COBPEMECHHHUKAaMHU OmHchiBacMbIX coObiTui. Ho He Bcerma Te
)K€ aCCHPUHCKHC aHHAIBI WK BABHIIOHCKUE XPOHHUKH MOTYT CUHTATHCS OOBEK-
TUBHBIMH JOKYMCHTaMH STOXH: FOCYAAPCTBECHHAS MPONAaraHjia BIMIA HA OMH-
caHue COOBITHH, KaK MPaBUJIO, B BHIPOJHOM AJI LIAPs CBETE, HAPUMED, B HUX
HUKOTA2 HE COOOINANOCh O BOCHHBEIX HEyJadax Laps. AHTHYHBIC aBTOPBI, 34
PEIKAM UCKITIOUCHUECM, MBITAIMCH OCMBICTHTE U OOBSICHUTH YCIBIIIAHHBIC, Pe-
JK€ — TPOYUTAHHEIC COOOLICHUS O MPOULTOM. LICHHOCTh 3THUX COYMHCHHH HE
CHIDKAETCS OT TOTO, YTO OHH COCTaBJICHBI post factum, a 3aBHCHT OT ZOCTOBEP-
HOCTH YCTHOU TPaJIMLMH U OOBEKTUBHOIO €€ HU3TI0KCHUS aBTOPOM, & TAKKE OT
€ro YMCHUS MOHATh U MEPEAATEH VCIBIIIAHHOC U IPOYUTAHHOC.

CouHHCHHUS TPEUYCCKUX aBTOPOB COXPAHUIH 3HAYHTCIBHBIC (ParMEHTHI
MOJTUHHON WM COYMHECHHOH MMM CaMHMHM HCTOpUH MuIuH, KOoTopas mpea-
CTaBJISIJIA UHTEPEC BIUIOTH A0 SJTHHHCTHUECCKOro mepuona. OxHako mo3aHee, B
PHUMCKHI MEpUoJ, 3TOT HHTepec yracaetr. OOMUpHbIC 3aBocBaHns PUMckol um-
MEPUH 3aTMIIN IPEBHIOK) UCTOPHIO, TCPEKPOUITH MOIHUTHICCKYIO KapTy W BbI-
JBUHYIIA HOBBIC CIOKCTHBIC MTPHOPHUTETH B HCTOPUYCCKOH TUTEPATYPE PHUMCKO-
ro mepuoja. YnoMuHaHUS MUJUH B COUYMHEHHSX 3TOTO BPEMCHH CBS3aHBL, 32
peaKuM UCKIFOUCHHEM, Tobko ¢ Tomonmmued. Ho ecau Crpabon (IB. mo
H.3.—I B. H. 3.) eIle AOCTATOYHO TOUYCH B M3IONKCHUU UCTOPHUYECKOH reorpaduun

7



Muauu u Bcero Mpana B 1ieom, To ko Bpemenu Amvuana Mapuemusa (IV B.)
VTPAuUBACTCS U 3TA TOYHOCTb.

Ho cepennupl XX B. n3yueHne Muanm pa3BHBalIOCh B TPAAWULIMOHHOM Ha-
MPAaBICHUH, B OCHOBE KOTOPOTO JEXKAIO COXPAHCHHOC AHTHYHBIMH ABTOPAMH
MPEACTABICHUE O PEATBHOCTH CYLICCTBOBAHUS 3TOTO TOCYIAPCTBA, HA3ZBIBACMO-
IO UMH UMIICPUCH, U O €ro 3HAYUTEIBHOM PONMH B HCTOpHHU apeBHero brrkHero
Bocroka. K koHIy mponuioro cronetus B 3apyOe:KHOH HCTOPUICCKOH HAYKE BO3-
o0naaano HoBoe HampasicHUe. Ero MokHO Ha3BaTh «HETATHBHBIMY: MPEIAMETOM
MOJIEMUKU cTamu caM (akt cyimectBoBanus MUIUIICKOro LApcTBa M CTCICHb
BXHOCTH €r0 PO B MCTOpHHU cTpaH apesHero bmmxrero Bocroka. B zapy-
OeXKHOH HayKe, HECMOTPSI HA HECOMHEHHBIH HHTEpPEC K UCTOpUH Muauu, 3Hauu-
TENBbHO BO3pociuil B mociaeanue 20 aer, 0000Iammux TPYA0B B 3TOH 001acTH
HeT. B oreuecTBeHHOU ke HCTOpHOrpadUH MOCIC BAXKHOTO HCCICAOBAHMS
N. M. Ipsxonosa («HUctopus Mugum», 1956; kpatkuii Bapuast cM.: [ Diakonoff,
1985]) u monorpaduu U. I'. Anuea ¢ Takum ke HazganueM |Amues, 1960] Mu-
Jusl He ObLIa MPEAMETOM CICHATBHOTO H3YUCHHSL.

AHanmM3 MUIUHCKOH HcTOpHOrpaduy MO3BONICT HAMETHTh OOIIUE TCHICH-
WU B U3YYCHUH MUIUM U BBIIBUTH OCHOBHBIC NMPOOJIEMBI, PEIICHHE KOTOPBIX
TEM WA WHBIM 00pa3oM BIHSCT HA MPEACTABICHUC 0 MHIMICKOM LAPCTBE U
MO3BOJISICT MOHATh €ro0 POk B UCTOPHH JpeBHEBOCTOUHOrO peruona. Bee 310 u
OTNIPEIEITIIIO 3aJa4H JAHHOTO HCCIICAOBAHHSL.

B nepByio ouepens HE0OX0aMMO OBLIO BOCCO3JAaTh HCTOPHUCCKYIO Teorpa-
¢uro Cesepo-3anaanoro Mpana HOBOACCHPHICKOrO MNEPUOIAA U OMPEACIUTH
TCPPUTOPHIO TICPBOHAYANBHOW Muauu, BepHEe, MPEACTABUTD JOMOTHUTEIBHbIC
JOKa3aTeNbCTBA [T OJHOW M3 ABYX CYIICCTBVIOIIUX €€ JTOKaNIH3auuil B mpeae-
Jax 3Toro peruoHa. B oreuecTBeHHOH mcTopmorpaduu BcTOpHveckas reorpa-
¢us 3TOro peruona paszpadorana Brepseie. [IpennoxkenHrie B paboTe HOBBIE J0-
Ka3aTelbCTBA JTOKaIu3aund My Ha XaMaJZaHCKOW paBHHUHE OTKJIOHSAIOT JO-
Kamuzamy e B ropax 3arpoca, OpeaaokeHHY0 B 1974 r. aMepuKaHCKHUM
nccneaosareneM JI. Jlesurom. Ero nmokammzamms Mugum B ropHOM padioHe TTO-
CIIY’)KUNIA OCHOBOHM U1 HEKOTOPBIX CIOPHBEIX THIIOTE3 OTHOCHTEIBHO HCTOPHH
3TOH CTPaHBl, BBIABHHYTHIX B MOCICAHUE T'OABl M IEPSCMOTPCHHBIX B JAHHOH
pabore.

Cpeau copHBEIX MPOoOIEM MHUIMHCKOH UCTOPUH OCTAIOTCS: BPEMs U MPHYH-
HBI BO3BBIIICHUS Muaun; caM (pakT u npeaeiasl MEIUHCKOH 3KCIAHCHH, XPOHO-
JOTHsl MUAMMCKON TUHACTHH, XapaKTep M Pe3yabTaThl yaacTus Muauu B BOIHE
615—605 rr. 10 H. 3. poTuB Accupun. OTACTPHOTO PACCMOTPEHUS MOTPEOOBAT
BONPOC O POIH KUMMEPUHIEB M CKU(POB B MCTOpHH MHUIHH U APYTHUX CTpaH
apesaero bamkaero Bocroka. HeoOxoaumo GbII0 ONMPEeaSnuTh XapakTep mnepe-
XO0Ja BJIACTH K AXEMEHHAAM — MHPOU3O0IICT U OH B Pe3ynbTare pasrpoma Mu-
JUICKOrO LAPCTBA WK ABOPLOBOTO MEPEBOPOTA, NMPHBCALICTO K CMEHE AWHA-
ctuii. Ecimi He OBIITO VHHUTOXKEHHS LAPCTBA, TO 3TO JAET BO3ZMOXHOCTD B OVaV-
IIMX UCCIICAOBAHUAX, IPOAHATH3NPOBAB TC SJICMCHTHI aXEMEHHUICKON KYIbTYPBL,
KOTOPBIC HAXOAT MAPAUIETH B KYJAbTYPE PA3IHUYHBIX IPCBHCBOCTOYHBIX CTPaH
MPCALICCTBYIOIIETO BPEMECHH, M TOATBEPAMB POnb MUIWH KaK BEPOSITHOTO
KYIBTYPHOT'O MOCPECIHUKA MEKIY HUMH, PETPOCIEKTHBHO ONPEICITUTh HEKOTO-
pBIE CTOPOHBI MAIOM3BECTHOM MU IUHCKON KyIbTYpHl. Pemenne Bcex 3THx 3a1ad
MpEAnoIaracT co3fanue 0asbl, OMUPAsICh HA KOTOPYIO, B JANBHEHIIEM MOXKHO
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OyACT NPOJOKUTh U3YUCHHE APYTUX ACHEKTOB MCTOPHH U KyIbTYpe Muauni-
ckoro napcersa u peHero Mpana B nieoM. ApXeonoruyeckue AaHHBIC HA CO-
BPEMEHHOM 3Tare UCCIACAOBAHUSA B PAAC CAYYACB MOATBEPIMIN HPEATAracMyIO
noxkanmzammio crpad pesnero Mpana m moMOriaN yCTaHOBHTH HEKOTOPBIE ac-
MEKTHl BAKHBIX HCTOPUYCCKUX COOBITHH.

ABTOp BBIpaXKacT TIAYOOKYI0 HPU3HATEIBHOCTh cOTpyAHHkaM Cekropa
Hpesuero Bocroka UBP PAH u komieram u3 I'D u CIIOI'Y 3a ueHHBIC COBETHI
U KPUTHYICCKUE 3aMEUaHH, CACTAHHBIC MPH 00CYKACHUH pykonucH kHur. Ot-
JEMBHO O1aroAapio 3a MoMOLIb W HMOAJCPIKKY MPH MOATOTOBKE PYKOIHCH K Iie-
gatu M. A. Jlangamaesa u U. B. bormanosa, a taxxke W. H. Jluryka 3a odopm-
JCHUE WLTIOCTPaLUi.



SUMMARY

The book surveys the history of the Median kingdom, the first Iranian state
founded in the first half of the 7th century B.C. which continued to 550 B.C,
when the Median throne passed to the Achaemenid dynasty.

Our notion of the Median kingdom depends mainly upon the location of the
initial Median territory and the interpretation of the existing written sources re-
flecting the principal stages of the Median history. These are the two primary
aims of the present study.

The reconstruction of the historical geography of North-West Iran in the
Neo-Assyrian period suggested in this work demonstrates that the lands visited
by the Assyrians occupied a vast area of the Iranian plateau. Some of these coun-
tries were situated to the east of 48° E, though it is usually accepted that their lo-
cation only to the west of this line can be doubtless. Principally important is the
identity of the city name Sagbat/Sagbita of the Assyrian texts and the Old Per-
sian Ha"gmata(na) (Greek Ecbatana, Pers. Hamadan). Along with the suggested
by E.A. Grantovskij identification of the Mount Bikni with the Demavend, the
localization of Sagbat allows to define the limits of Media from the Zagros
Mountains in the West to the Elburz and the Salt Desert (Dasht-i Kavir) in the
East, up to 52—53° E. It allows to reject many historical reconstructions basing
upon the proposed by L. Levine location of Media in the Zagros Mountains.
Upon the location of Media either in the Zagros Mountains or the Hamadan
plain depends our understanding of many features of its history, economy, daily
life, culture and art.

At the same time the historical and geographic survey of Media allows to
follow the development of the Assyrian military policy in the east in the 9th—7th
centuries B.C., to see how it changed in connection with the Urartian expansion
to Iranian territories, which resulted in the forming of an anti-Assyrian coalition.

In the present work we distinguish five principal stages of Median history.

1. An anti-Assyrian rebellion in Ancient Iran. The constant threat of an As-
syrian invasion to the lands of Ancient Iran brought forth the consolidation of
anti-Assyrian powers and caused a rebellion of 672/671 B.C. Unofficial Assyr-
ian sources make us suggest that the coalition of the rebels (Mannaeans, Cimme-
rians, Medes) was directed by a Median leader Kashtariti. The rebellion was
successful. The significance and the results of the rebellion were however un-
derestimated by scholars, accepting that soon after it the Medes were conquered
by the Scythians, whose domination, according to Herodotus, lasted for 28 years.
At the same time Assyrian sources mention Scythians in Ancient Iran only on
the eve of the rebellion. It allows to reject the theory of the presumed Scythian
domination over Media.

2. The rise of Media and the beginning of its expansion. The development of
the political situation in the region at the end of the 660-s B.C. presumes that af-
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ter the anti-Assyrian rebellion in Media certain positive processes took place
bringing forth the consolidation of the country and the growth of its power due
to the conquest of several neighbouring smaller dominions, first of all those
along the Zagros part of the Great Khorasan Road. It could radically change the
balance of power in the region and make Media ready for new conquests. Al-
ready by 660 B.C. Mannaean rulers worried by the growth of Median power be-
trayed their former ally and formed a new alliance with Assyria. Assyrian texts
mention Cimmerians, also the former members of the anti-Assyrian coalition,
supporting the Mannaean case in the 660-s. By the end of the 550-s Media re-
mained the only anti-Assyrian power in the region. Only to Media could be ap-
plied the archaic term Gutium listed among the allies of the rebel Babylonian
king Samas-Sum-ukin, who rose against Assyria in 652 B.C. The participation of
Media in this rebellion is symptomatic. It is possible to suggest that Media began
to look for new allies against Assyria. Though the first attempt turned unsuccess-
ful, in due time Babylonia became the ally of Media in their joint struggle
against Assyria.

The first major political achievement of Media was the conquest of the Urar-
tian kingdom which took place probably not earlier than the end of the 640-s
B.C. New Urartian texts and archaeological data make it possible to suggest that
in the 650-s B.C. the Urartian kingdom encountered a serious political crisis. It
caused the desolation and neglect of towns and fortresses in the last years of
Rusa II not only on the borders but even in the middle of Uratian territories,
which testifies against the suggested foreign invasion by the end of the 650-s.
The civil war weakened Urartu and finally led to its desintegration during the
reign of its last two kings, Rusa III and Sarduri III in the 640-s. Median king
Phraortes took advantage of the situation and took part in the destruction and
conquest of Urartu. There was no other power at that time, besides Media, inter-
ested in the downfall of Urartu and able to conquer it. In 609—608 B.C. 'the
land of Urashtu' in Babylonian chronicles was a purely geographical term. In the
'Curse of Jeremiah' in 594/3 B.C. (51:27) the name of Urartu is applied to one of
the administrative units within the Median kingdom.

The next acquisition of Phraortes became Persis, which is mentioned by He-
rodotus; in one of the Babylonian inscriptions dating to the reign of Nabonides
(middle of the 6th century B.C.) the submission of the Persians by the Medes is
also mentioned. It could not take place earlier than the 630-s. After these con-
quests Media and Babylonia began to prepare for the war which led to the de-
struction of Assyria.

The comparison of cuneiform texts and archacological data with the evi-
dence provided by Herodotus makes possible to distinguish the second period in
the history of Media, to suggest a new scheme for the Median dynasty and to
solve the Scythian problem. This period coincides with the reign of Kashtariti
(678-625), an outstanding Median ruler whom Herodotus knew under the name
of Phraortes. With the acquisition of Urartu this king began the conquest of the
Upper Asia, accomplished, according to Herodotus, in the reign of his successor
Cyaxares.

3. The alliance of Media and Babylonia in their war against Assyria. By the
end of Kashtariti's reign a political alliance between Media and Babylonia,
which in 627 B.C. began a new struggle for independence and declared war on
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Assyria, started to develop. It terminated in a treaty of 614 B.C. between Cyax-
ares and Nabopolassar. The desintegration of Assyria into two rival kingdoms of
AsSur and Nineveh at the beginning of the 620-s was to the advantage of the al-
lies. Although the first campaigns of the Medes against Assyria are testified by
the Babylonian sources only in 615 B.C., one can not exclude the possibility of
some actions in support of Nabopolassar in his war with Assyria as carly as the
620-s. The Babylonian chronicle describing the events of 625 and 623 B.C. does
not mention the Medes (the text, however, is not well preserved), though the ac-
tions of the Assyrians and of some unknown adversary of theirs coincide with
the description by Herodotus of the last campaign of Phraortes and the events
following it (I. 102). It is evident that in this case Herodotus became familiar
with some primary source of information. He knew that Assyria was split into
two parts, he is aware that the Medes fought against Nin/Nineveh. Phraortes was
killed in the course of this campaign and his son took revenge on the same king-
dom. These events can be tentatively reconstructed on the evidence of the re-
cords of 625 and 623 B.C. The suggested earlier Scythian invasion (in the capac-
ity of the unknown enemy of the Chronicle) can be excluded.

The Babylonian war for independence took a long time. Only by 616/615
B.C. Nabopolassar gained control over the whole Babylonian territory and in-
vaded Assyria. In spite of all the efforts of the Babylonian king the results of this
stage of the war were not impressive. Only by the autumn of 615 B.C., when
Media entered the war, the events started to develop rapidly. The survey of the
actions of the allies taken in 616—612 B.C., the evidence of Ctesias and the in-
terpretation by S. Zawadzki of the Gadd Chronicle demonstrate that the leading
role in the war belonged to Media. Several times it saved Babylonia in desperate
situations.

In 614 B.C. the Medes captured Assur. In 612 by the joint efforts of Cyax-
ares and Nabopolassar Nineveh was destroyed, and the agony of the Assyrian
kingdom followed, which continued for the next seven years. The essence of the
last stage of the war was the struggle for “the Assyrian heritage”, and its third
participant was Egypt, the only Assyrian ally in this war. In the course of all
these years Media continued to support its ally. Although gradually the leader-
ship passed to energetic Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar, there is no reason to
underestimate the role of Media and to deny it a considerable part of “the Assy-
rian heritage”, as it is sometimes done in the recently published works.

4. The Median kingdom after the downfall of Assyrian Empire. The distin-
guished role of Media in the defeat of the Assyrians turned it into an important
factor of international politics, which allows to distinguish the fourth period of
its history. Due to its considerable territorial acquisitions and its control over the
Great Khorasan Road, one of the principal trade routes of the Ancient East, as
well as the trade routes through Iran and Asia Minor, the Median kingdom
gradually developed into an empire. In that very quality it was considered by the
Antique and Biblical authors who defined the time of its domination between the
Assyrian and the Persian empires. Though there is no definite evidence that the
process had been accomplished, and the question of the Median Empire is still
open, the rapid development of the Achaemenid Empire suggests that the Medes
achieved quite a lot, and only the coup d'etat of 550 B.C. terminated their pro-
gress.
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The part of the Cimmerians and the Scythians in the history of Media was
significant in the 670-s B.C. The Cimmerians took active part in the anti-
Assyrian coalition directed by Kashtariti. On the eve of the rebellion they fought
the Assyrians side by side with the Scythians, though the last ones took no part
in the rebellion. In later times no influence of these Eurasian nomads on the
events in Media can be traced. All earlier arguments supporting the theory of the
Scythian domination over Media have been refuted by recent investigations.

As for the Cimmerian and Scythian presence in Asia, in general it had prac-
tically no significant influence on the history of the lands of the region. The in-
terpretation of the two texts enclosed - the letter of astrologist Akkullanu of 657
B.C. and the story of Herodotus (I.105) of the Scythian invasion of Palestine
does not allow to view them as a definite prove of the Cimmerian power as well
as of the Scythian domination of Asia.

The contradictions between the cuneiform texts and the evidence of Greek
historians lie in fact that they describe two distinct periods when the Cimmerians
and the Scythians were present in the lands of the Ancient East. The military and
political leadership of the Cimmerians in relation to the Scythians, as it is re-
flected in cuneiform texts before the 640-s B.C. and testified by the Bible, is ab-
sent in Herodotus' narrative. Herodotus was aware of some of the events of 'the
last chapter' of the history of these peoples in Asia Minor, in which the principal
part belonged to the so called Scythians of Madius.

5. The end of the Median dynasty. Due to the coup d'etat of 550 B.C. a new
dynasty came to power in the Median state. The throne was occupied by the
ruler of a small vassal kingdom of Anshan in the south of the Median king-
dom — Cyrus II the Achaemenid. Cyrus and his successors accomplished the
process started by the Medes — they created the Achaemenid Empire. It was a
continuation and at the same time a new stage in the development of the Iranian
state founded by the Median kings.

The suggested solution of the problems considered here allows to understand
the important part played by the Median kingdom in the history of the Ancient
East. In spite of a comparatively short period of its domination, the written
sources studied in this work reflect its importance. The Iranian religion, art and
culture take roots in the Median period. Media was a cultural mediator between
the lands of the Ancient Near East and the Achaemenid state. The Iranian state
of the 7th—4th centuries B.C. can be considered as a Medio-Persian.
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