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142

Tloceawaro nesabeennomy oryy moemy
Bo6odxany Iapyposuuy I'agyposy

BBEOEHHE

I'mapa I

SI10XA KABHPA

- MMs peauxoro nosra cpepHeBekoBoll HMupunm Kabupa (1440—
1518), BmIAawILerocs Jesiteqsl peJUrHO3HO-pedOPMATOPCKOrO IUBH-
JKeHHs GXakTH, «IpocToro Tkaua ua BeHapeca», xopollo H3BecTHO
KaxJAOMY HMHJMAIY, H3BECTHO OHOo M 3a npenejsamuy Hngum.

JKu3HE KaxKIOro 4YeJOBEKA 3aBHCHT OT Deasuii BpEeMeHuH, B KO-
TOPOM OH XKHBET, OT CTEPEOTHIOB COBDEMEHHOTO €My MBILIJIEHHUS,
[Noatomy, uTo6Bl NMpaBHJALHO NOHATH TBOpUecTBG Kabupa, caenyer
npeAcTaBuTh cefe 3MOXy MO3Ta, Hedany ¥ HAACKAB €ro CoBpe-
MEHHHKOB.

Ka6up xun B 3noxy, xoraa Hesufickuli cysnranar, GpBUIME Kor-
1a-TO CHJBHBIM TOCYJAapCTBOM, NPHXOAMJ B ymaaok. Hazxsuraaucs
cMyTHl 1 OecHopsjiKH, a BMecTe ¢ HUMH BedHble CIYTHHKH TOJAUTH-
yecko#l HecTaGu/IbHOCTH — TPEBOXKHBIE CJAYXH, 3MHAEMHH, TOJOA.
3akar Cyaranara nauaJjcs ¢ magedus Myxammana bur Tyraaka
(1325—1351), HenaAbHOBUIHOIO H KECTOKOro BJacTHTens. Ero
npeemMuuky, @upys llaxy Tyranaky (1351—1388), nHecmoTps Ha
NONHITKYA NMPOBOLHTH 60OJiee MATKYI0, TYMAHHYIO NOJHTHKY, He yha-
JOCh MpeAoTBpaTHTb GencTBus, oOpylIuBlIKecs Ha crpaHy. Bcee 3rto
He MorJio He ocaabuTh BoeHHY10 Moils Cyaranara. M nostomy, Kor-
1a B Cesepnyo HMumuio B 1398 r. Broprcs Tumyp — JKesesusiit
Xpomern, aesHiiCKHe NPAaBUTENIH HE CMOIJIH 0Ka3aTbh €My AOCTOHHO-
ro conpoturienus. Henu Obl1 pasrpalbiiel, XKUTEJH e[O BbPE3aHH,
KaXAHHA [ar 3aBOEBATEJS CONPOBOXKAAACA yOulficTBaMH, HaCHIUSA-
M, rpabexaMmu.

IMocae yxona TuMypa npaBieHue CTpanod HEHANOJrO 3aXBATH-
au adranckue punactuu Cafinpon (1414—1450) u Jlogu (1451—
1526), BracTh KOTOPHIX peabHO OrpaHMYMBAJACh TONBKO [eau u
ero OsnHKafiliuMu npuropoaamyu. Moxno npeacrasuTh cebe, B Ka-
KOH o0CTanoBKe XMJH pOANTETH Oyayullero no3ra. besymuble npo-
puuareny OpoiliH H3 LepeBHH B JepPeBHI0, Ha Joporax KHILNeJH
Waiky pa3bofiHUKOB, OpaxMaHBl MOCHIJIAJH <HEYECTHBBIM» CMEPTO-
HOCHBIE TPOKJIATHA, Kax<ABIH MaJeHbKHil KHA3eK BooOpaxan cels
Baaanikoit Mupuu. HenpekpaujamouiuMcsl roieHusiMm  HoABepraJjach
TpajJHUHOHHAs PEJHrHs HHIAYCOB: pa3pyllajuch XpaMbl H CBSITHIHH,
H36uBasuch 6paxMaHbl, IPAKTHKOBAJOCh HACHJIbCTBEHHOe obpaule-
HHe HHAYCCKOrO HacejeHHS B HCJIaM.
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Baedenue

MHoKecTBO Oe/IHSKOB, B OCHOBHOM NPCACTABUTEI M HU3IHX KACT,
NPUHUMAAH HMCJAM, Xenas H30aBHTLCH OT HMYILECTBEHHOTO H AV-
xoBHoro ruera. Ilpunumasi sepy Myxammana, yesnopek u36aBisics
0T AMU3HY, HAJOra Ha WHOBEPHE, ¥ u3 NAPHH — NPEACTABUTENS 11H3-
Ilefi KacTul — NPEBPALLAICs B PABHONPABHOIO 4jeHa ¢bulecTna, Tax
Kax MCJIaM ne s3nag kacToBblX pasqandnil. Lleanie mokosenus Tkauei
Cepeproit u Bocrounofi Muann, cpesll KOTOPBIX >KHAM TPaiHiMH
CUKT HATXOB H CHAAXOB, HE MPH3HaBaBWHX OPTOAOKCAJIbHOTO HH-
AYH3Md, CTAHOBUJIHCH MyCYJ/bMallaMHu.

A¢ranckne npaBHTeN M, HECMOTPSL 1a NONBITKH YA€PXKAaTh BAACTh
B [lenuiickoM cy/iTaHare, He CMOrJH H3MEHHTh XOA HCTOPHH. Y NO-
pora yxe CTOSJIM HOBBIE 3aBoeBaTe/ld — TO OblLiM BOoMHE Dadypa,
Besngoro Morosa u3 Qepranm. Cyan6y mnpeeMHHKa M cblia CH-
kangapa Jlonu, M6paruma Jloau, pemwnsia 6utBa npu l[lauunare,
B KoTopofi babyp oxepxkaa nobeny.

bBoJjice Tepnumas, TOHKAY H MOCAEA0OBATEIbHAY UOIMTHKAE HOBBIX
NpaBHTeell H3MeHHsIa AyxosBHylo atmoctdepy B Cesepuoii Muamum,
OTioleling MeXAY XHHLY H MYCYJAbMaHaMH CTAJH NPHHHMATL MHD-
ibi] XapakTep, MeXJy HUMH HaCTYMHJIO H3BECTHOE B3aHMOTOHHMA-
fine. B Muauu B XV—XVI BB. BO3HHKAET HUAO-MYCYAbMaHCKAR
KyJbTypa. BrosHe ecrtecTBento, 4TO JBe BENHKHE KYJbTYPHl, BCTY-
NMHBIUHE B OJIM3KHH KOHTAKT, AOJMHBL OBLIH BO3ZEHCTBOBATH APYT
Ha Japyra BO BCeX olJgactsax — peJHrHo3Ho#l, ¢unocodckodl, guTe-
paTypHoOR, XyAOKcTBeHwo-H3obpaszureabiiof. Mucroietiee cocy-
LieCTBOBAUHE HCJAAMa i HHAYH3MA 0OCraTHIO 9TH PA3HbIE KYABTYP-
Ilbie TPAAHUMH BO Becex céepax »kuduu Muignm 1ol snoxwu, uto npu-
B€J0 K BO3HHKHOBEHIIO HHTEPECHOIO M CBOeOOpAa3HOrC ()eHOMeHA
KyJAbTYyDB — HHAO-MyCyAbManckoro cuHtesa [119, 137]. dsnxenne
6xakTtn («11060Bb k¥ Bory»} Obuio 0AHOH #3 hopM NPOSIBIAEHUsT 3TO-
ro cunresa. «B Huanu mycysbmaie moGeausn Ha HOJHTHYECKON
apeHe, HO B OBJIACTH KYJbTYPHOH H AYXOBHOH XKH3HH NMOGEAHTENSI-
MU BBIUIJIE M MYCYJibMaHe M MHAYCH, AOCTHIHYB TECHOTO M HaJ/eKo
uayuero corpyasndecrsa. Mcerunnas ucropus Maaumu B cpenHue
BEKd — 5TO HCTOPHSI MNONBITOK CHHTE3a H COTPYAHHUECTBA MEXKAY
HHAyCcaMH M MycyJbMaHaMu B Teicsde ob6Jacreli. Cpasy ke Ha
yM rnpuxoiar umena Pawmaunangw, Ka6upa, Hanaka, Yalitaubn»
{44, 221.

Yuenne 6XaKTU 3aPOJUJIOCH B [JyDOKOI APEBHOCTH. YiKe B yra-
numagax (paxHefiured B QHIOCOPCKOM OTHOIMIEHHH Y4CTH BegHye-
CKOTO KAHOHA) MBI MOXEM NPOCJIeAUTh 3apOXKAaolIHecs YNeMeH-
Tol 370f cuctembl. Jopora k Bokectsy uepes no6oBb K HEMY H K
KaX<10MY OTAEJAbHOMY UeJOBEKY— CTPYKTYpHas OCHOBA HWHIYHCT-
CKOH 3THKHM. DXaKTH — OAMH H3 OCHOBHBIX, IPaKTHKOBABIIHXCA B
HHIVH3Me CTNOCO0OOB NOCTUIKEHHS BBHICIIEH HCTHHB W JOCTHXEHUSA
OCBOOOK AeHHS], BKAWUAIOIIHA NyTh 3HAHUS — jxkHAHamapra {jia-
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namarga), nyTb CCeAHHEHHs — foramapra (yogamérgaz i AyTb
npefaitiocTH — OXaKTuMapra {bhaktimdrga). llocnepunii npeano-
aaraeT YCTAaHOBJEHHE 5MOLMOHAJBLHOrO KoHTaKTa sepyloulero ¢ bo-
rom. Jlasi 6xakra HeoOsizaTe/bHO 3HATH CBALIEHHBIE TEKCTH H CO-
pepwiath 06psiloBbie jeficTBus, uroObl mocturHyte bora. B stoM
cMblcae NYThb OXaxTh oxaspizaercs Haulbodce OTKPHITHIM M AEMO-
gparuunbim [31] Ocnosnoe passuThe KOHUenunx OxaxrTu Jaer
«bxarapairgtay, B LUEHTPE 3ITHUECKHX NPobOJIeM KOTODOil — MYyTH
cracex:isl 4 GCBOOOM €U AVIIH HHAHBHAYYMA ¢ MOMOUIbIO OXaKTH.
«bBxaraBaAruTa» CAYXKHT UCTOYHUKOM PA3BHTHA ITOTO VUeHUS (uiIo-
codavu DPaHHEro M 1103jJHecpefHeBeKoBoro nepuoaoB Muauu.

Itaudeace rzeiadpdHo yueHie OxaxT CplIO OCBElIEHO B TPyAax
¢puaocodoB IKObl «aABaHTa-BeAAHTb», 1 B IePBYIO ouycpeib Pa-
MaHyI)KH, pesurnosHoro pedopmartopa, xkusmiero B XI-—XII Bs.
na wre Unanna. «Bceobbvemiiouiell duiaocopun, Kotopass orcroaaa
npasa‘ 1 obasannoctu csoboianoit aymu, Pamanymka npujgan penu-
rHo3nyio GopMy, uUTO [ajo INPOCTOP AJs BHPAXKEHHSA AYXOBHHX
smoudi. VYijies Oora, BHYTpellHe npucyliasl [OMBICAAM u JesHUAM
JI060ro 4eiOBeKa, OTKPbIBAJJA BO3MOXMHOCTH 6€3rpaHHYHOH TepiH-
MOCTH, ONPOKHAbIBaBLIeH Gapbepbl KacT u BepoBanuii» [28, 200].

Cpenu nDpHUMH, BBI3BABIUHX NosiBJedHe OXAKTH, MOKHO Has3paTh
pacnopoctpaHenue p Munum 6yasusMd, AeMOKpPaTHUECKOH Hanpas-
JIEHHOCTH H 3THKE KOTOPOI'O He MOr YJOBJETBOPHTb TPaAHLHOHHBIHA
6paxMaHH3M C €ro rPOMO3JLKHM KYJbTOM KepTBONPHHOIUEHHHl H
Kact. BosHukaa HeoOXOHHMOCTb pedopMalul, NPOBOAHHKAMH KO-
topoit cranau B VII—VIII Be. TaMuibckde mo3TH-0XakTH, nocde-
IZoBatejeM KOTophix Obli auapba Pamanypxka. «J/liogu B caHcape,
COr1acHO ACKTPHHe 3Toro ¢uiaocoda, MOXOXKH HA OCTPOBUTHAH, KH-
BYULHX, He 3aMeuasi Mopsi» |28, 633—34].

OcHoBofl 1No33uH, BHpa)KaBlied uped OXaKTH, SABHAACH MHOTO-
BeKoBas TpPajHUMs MOUHTAHHS 3aCTYIIHHKA HPOCTBHIX JIOAEH, crnpa-
BEMJIHBOro H JloGsimero 6ora BHIUHY B nBYX €ro 3eMHBIX aBaTa-
pax-BonsolleHHsX — nactyxa KpHIOHB # Laps PaMEl, 0 MHOroyuc-
JEHHBIX ¥ AcOpLIX fedHuAX KOTOPBIX PaccKa3aHo B NypaHax U MH-
¢bax, a TakKe B ApeBHeHHAHICKOM snoce «Pamasna». B cpegnme
Beka No3Thl-0XakKthl, OTKa3aBUIHCh BO MHOINOM OT KAaHOHOB KJac-
CHYECKOH CaHCKPHTCKOIl JIMTEpPaTypLl, NEPeOCMBICTNAH TPaAHIIHOH-
Hble croXKeThl MH(OJOrHM, NHCaAn HA HADOAHBX H3bIKAX.

B snoxy pacusera 6xaktu (XV—XVI BB.) nostoB npuBJjekaer
He Kpuma-uapesuuy, a Kpuuna-macryliox, xotophifi BbLiGipaer
cebe B Bo3I00JeHHpie NACTYINKY — Paaxy. Jlio6oBp Papxu k
Kpuiune B 5T0T mepuop siBMJIach HPABCTBEHHBIM HjieasoM OXaKTH,
HO0 OHa CHMBOJHM3HPOBAJa CJHSIHHE UYEJOBEKa CO CBOHM 0OXKeCT-
BoM. Kyapr 1106Bi Kk KpuiHe cnocoG6cTBOBA/J BO3HHKHOBEHHIO H
pacupery TtporareibHoll M JHPHYHOH KPHIUHAWUTCKON M033HH Ha
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Bsedenue

6pajixke, NpeacTaB/IeHHON 3HaMEeHHTHIMH INo3TaMu-Oxaktamu Cyp
Hacom (1478—1582), Mupa bau (1499—1547) u apyrumu.

Cpean aBHxeHHII BHIUHYHTCKOrO OXaKTH OOJbUIYIO NOMYJIsp-
HOCTh moJiyuyaer caryn-06xakTn (mouuranue Bora B oGpasax Kpuiu-
Hbl B Pambl) n ocobeHHo paMaHTCKOe JBHIKEHHE, T€poeM KOTOPOro
o1 Pama. Ckasanume o Pame mwuporo pacmnpocrpaneno B ViHaum,
NOJIB3YEeTCSE OrPpOMHOf 11060BLIO Hapoja. BorT nodemy u/ieosorus
6XxakTH OXOTHO ofpallanack K HeMy B LeJsX HPONAraHAbl CBOEToO
yuennsd. Ilepconax «Pamasifbl» H MHOTOYHCIEHHBIX HADOAHBIX CKa-
sanuf o Pame BaapMuku Obl1 MOryunM, GJdaropojAHBIM H CIOCO6-
HbIM Ha BEJHKHE MOJBHTH repoeM jpeBHeHHIHiickoro smoca. C Te-
YeHHeM BPeMEHH NPOHCXOAHT MOCTelieHHOe o6GoXkecTsjeHue PaMel,
ero HAaJeJaf0T CBEPXBCCTECTBEHIBIMH USPTAMH M [OCTYNKAMH,
Brepsble B «Bummy-nypane» (oueBugno, 1V Bek) 4eTko (HKCHPY-
eTcA onpenenaeHne Pampl xak asartapn Buwny, Slpuafiumim npea-
cTasuTeseM paManTckoro OxaxTu Owin Bednuknil nost Tynew Hac
(1532—1634).

Bosspenus ynoMmuuaBluerocs Bhilte PaMaHyIKH 0Ka3aiu of-
POMHOE BJHSHHE Ha Pa3BHTHE UMEHHO HAPOAHOTO 3ITHUECKOTO CO-
3HaHHA B cpeRHeBekoBofi MHaun. DTo oOGbsicHsAeTCS He TOABKO J0-
CTYHHOCTBIO OCHOBHBIX HAeH MBICANTE/Ist, OTCYTCTBHEM 330TepH3Ma
B ero Tpe6oBaHHSIX K OOBIKHOBEHHOMY UeJIOBEKY, HO U AEMOKpAaTH-
YeCKOH, 4HTHKAacTOBOH HAMpaB/AeHHOCTbIO PeJHTHO3HOrO YUEHHs.

Yuenue PaMaHyI:Ku BOCHPHHSII H pasBui wHRuHckul duaocod
i npornoBenHuk Pamananga (1400—1470). Tlepecenusiunch Ha ce-
BECD CTPaHEBI, OH Oprailk3opal pPeJurnosuyio obmuny «Pamananga-
camnpajgaki», Kyja uMed# HOCTYN Bce XKejamwllue, HE HCKI0Uas
Keniyud, Pamanauga yuws, 4T0 BCe JIOAH — HHAYC HJAH MYCYJib-
MAaHHH, MYXYUHA WM MKeHIlHHA, Napus WA apuHCcTOKpaT — AoCTOfi-
Hbl VBaxkenust M Jw0OBH neper auuoMm eaunoro ocmoga. Cpoe yue-
nve Pamananza pacnpocTpaHss TNOBCIOAY OT 1ora no cesepa Hu-
JHH — 3TO NPHAAJO HOBLIII HMIYJAbC ABHIKEHn0 GXakTH no Bcell
CTpaHe.

Iostel-6xaktel I0xuoi, a morom n Cesepuodt Huauu mnepe-
XOAAT Ha JHAJCKTHl W HapoAHBEle SI3BIKH, CTaBUIHE BHOC/AEICTBHH
HalHOHAJbHBIMH A3BIKAMH. JleMOoKpaTu3auus JHTepaTyphl HEMHHYe-
MO BJIeKJia 32 co0ofl 0 AEMOKPaTH3aLMI0 caMorTo yueHus. Ero Bce
yaule HaYMHAJAM MPONOBEXOBATH NPEACTABUTENM He TOAbKO Opax-
MAaHCKHX, HO M HH3MIHX KacT, OCHOBHLIBASICh He Ha TPAAHUMOHHOM
apTopuTeTe, a Ha JuuHoM mnovutaHuu. Cpenu Hax 6wl KaGup —
TKayu, Pau [Jac — canoxuux, Hanak — roproseit, [xana — xpecThsi-
HH!I H3 Kacrel WYIAPOB H APyrue. B ocHOBe MPOMOBeiyeMOro MMH
6XaKTy Jiexasda BO3MOXHOCTb CHACEHHS nyTeM J1108BH u Tpeaal-
Hoctu Bory, koTopas npoTHBOMOCTABAAJIach [A0rMe «IKHSIHbI» —
«3HaHHUSI» OPTOJAOKCAJILHOrO HHAYH3MA,
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B atot Xe nmepuon (XV—XVI Bex) noaydaer pacnpocrpaHerue
p yueHHe HUPTYH-0XaKTIl, T. e. J000Bb K HEBONJIOHIEHHOMY B(u)ry—~
AGcoatory. 11093451 HUPTyH-OXaKTH NPHMBIKACT K TIO93UN HHAHACKHX
cydues 1 CBA3ANA C YUCHHEM DEJNTHOSHBIX CEKT HATXOB, CHAAXOB
4 TAHTPHYECKHX OYIJHCTOB, CPeAH KOTOPBIX TOCNOACTBOBAJA HiesH
poxaoHeHHs abcTpakTHOMy DoskeCTBy, BXJIOYAlOlas OTPHUAHHE
puelHeil 0OpsSAHOCTH U pHUTYyaJa.

Wies 11068 K Bory rakike Hallia CBOE sipKO€ npOsAB/EHHE b
cypuiickoit mos3un XV—XVI ps.—B JUTEPATYPAX YPAY, ne}mn{aé;
ckofi, CHilAXH, KAlIMHPCKOi, mepconsnutol i ap. OpToROKCANBHELN
jeaaM paccmarpuBas cBsidb ayws (ayxa) u Bora KaK OTHOLUCHHS
CAYyCH W TOCMOJMHA, H NOTOMY B OCHOBE PENHI'HO3HOM 3THKH Jiexa-
fa HAes MOUHMTAHHS, MoAYMHeHHs1 ajenta OoxectBy. Ho mosThi-
cyduu, MPOBO3TIACHB €AHHCTBO AYIUIH UeI0BeKa ¢ AyHION Tocnoaa,
3aMEHHMIH KATEerOPUI0 I0YHTaHus aJjeropHueckoét JoGoBbIO mpo-
THBOTIOJIOJKHBIX I[IOJIOB: MYyXKUHHBl M 2KeHLIMHb. B cBOW0O ouepess,
¥ HCJAMCKHI NaHTeM3M oKasaj BO34eficTBHe Ha MNO23HI0 OXakTH.
TaxuM 00pa3oM, 10331 cydueB 1 6XaKTOB Pa3BHUBaJach H B3aHMO-
oboramiazachb, U yxke ¥ XV B. (OpMHPYeTCs CHHTE3 HHAYCCKUX H
MYyCYJAbMaHCKHX Tpajulué, umgeit Oxaktn u cydpusma. [lopoGuoe
cAUsiHHe ABYX PAas3NHUHBIX Tpajguuui Haba0AajoCh NO OpeuMylie-
CTBY B AE€MOKpaTHueckofi, 61u3KOH K HapOAHOi, JUTEpaType, Huei-
HO He CBA3AHHOIT C OPTOJOKCAJbHBIM LKHAYH3MOM H HCIAMOM. JcTe-
THUeCKOe MpHOOIIeHHe uesoBeKa K MHPY OOXKeCTBEHHOMY AYXOBHO
MoJHHMaJo UeJOBeKa cpejueBekoBoll M HAWM, sacTaBiafIo ero 3a-
AymMaTbess Haj CMBICJIOM OBITHS, CBOEr0 MeCTa H HazHaueHus Ha
3eMie.

[Tossus wuprys-6xaxrtu, poOpapuwast B cebsi TYMAHHCTHUYCCKHE
nieu Gunocodun BeAaHTLl, AEMOKPATHHECKYD HAEOJNOTHIO CEKT CHA-
IXOB ¥ HATXOB, WAEH MHCTHUYECKOIi JiI0OBU cyuaMa,— ABJACHUE ray-
60KO HapoAHOE, W B TO YKe BPeMH CHiHKPETHYECKOe N0 CBOEH cyTH,

IyxoBHBIM IedTpoM HupryH-6xaktiu ctai benapec (Kauwm),
CBAIEGHIBIH HeHTp uHiyusma pa Oepery @arri. kMenwo tam, no
npeaaHuio, KuJ1 H TBOpuJ KaGup.
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SUMMARY

N. B. Gafurova’s translation of Kabir granthavali edited by
N. Sazanova deals with India’s medieval saint poet Kabir (1440—
1518), one of the more outspoken advocates of the religious-refor-
mist bhakti movement opposed to Hindu orthodoxy and caste
system. His bhakti aspirations were culturally consummately
pervasive in northern India.

The book consists of an introductory monograph of five chap-
ters written by N. Gafurova and N. Sazanova and the translation,
commentaries, and bibliography.

The study’s focus and translation is on a collection of Kabir's
works revealed in the early 1920s in a cataloging of manuscripts
undertaken by the Benares Nagari pracarini sabha society and
published by Indian scholar Syamsundar Das in 1928 under the
title of Kabir granthavali. Revealing this previously unknown col-
lection was a major event in Kabir studies and exerted a consi-
derable influence on further studies.

Chapter One illumines the epoch of this great bhakti poet. Its

~major concern is the ideology and aesthetics of the bhakti mo-
vement. The chapter also endeavors to trace in some measure the
fusion of Hindu and Sufi literary traditions in medieval India;
what makes them historically and culturologically significant in
their representing one of the more essential cross-sections of the
ideologies of religious reformation movements in India commonly
known as the bliakii Renaissance.

Chapter Two offers insights into Kabir's life. The names of
celebrity poets, particularly those who, like Kabir, instilled peo-
ple with a new heretical faith, intrinsically humane and democra-
tic, were shrouded in legend, whose patchy facts bred all sorts of
miracuious conjecture. Such legends did not fail to affect Kabir's
earlier biographers from among his disciples and associates, who
were prone to venerating him. Clearly this only added to the
study’s complexities.

It is noted that the facts of traditional legends need to be
meticulously ascertained. The primary gauge should be, apart
from the very scanty facts yielded by some historical sources, the

142

Summary

poet’s werks as such. Kabir had many disciples and they spread
his message throughout all India. His verses were passed by word
of mouth and later recorded by his [ollowers who unwillingly
transformed Kabir's universalism into parochialism. What we now
have was jotted down dozens and even hundreds of years after
the poet’s death. The researcher’s thorniest challenge is textolo-
gically fathoming works ascribed to Kabir and establishing the
measure of their authenticity. Chapter Three appropriately rises
to the challenge. .

Chapter Four examines Kabir’s bhakti and poetry. Kabir grant-
havali is a landmark in Indian philosophy projecting the human
dimension of the bhakti as expounded by Saint Kabir.
The study endeavors to elucidate the poet’s ethical, philosoph-
ic. and social views and illuminate his creative merit. .

Kabir’s works are an intricate blender of philosophic lyricism
and religious sermon, often laced with mystical overtones. His
verses are multifaceted and not infrequent!y pointedly ambi-
guous; on top of that, they are studded with images and symbols
projecting his philosophic and religious conceptions of Nirguno-
Bhakti. Interpreting them may well prove rough going.

in undertaking a iranslation oi distiches from Kubir grantha-
ve!li Dr. Gafurova wanted not only to translate them but also to
reveal their message as best she could. Extensive commentaries
are helpful indeed, as are references to Indian and Western stu-
dics in this field. ' _

" The poetry of Kabir is a classic by virtue of its relevance to
every age, although the nature of this relevance has differed from
tiime to time.
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