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NMPEAUCIIOBHE

Ha repputopun apesHeii MecomoTaMHH pPacKONaHO HECKOJBKO
MHJIVIHOHOB KJIHHONWCHHX TabJIH4eK, M3 KOTODHIX K HAacTOALleMy
BpeMeHH OMFyOIHKOBAHO OKojo 500 Teicauy. BmjoTe no NosgHero
CPeHEBEKOBbsl HH H3 OAHOH CTPaHH MBI He HMeeM CTOJb MacCOBOWH
H pasHoO6GpasHod HH(popmauud. IlepBEie KIHHOMHUCHBlE TEKCTHl MO-
ABJSIIOTCS yXe Ha 3ape LUBHJIM3ALMH, KOrAA JIOAH ellle TOJBKO
Ha4YHHAJIH YYUTbCS BBIpAXXaTh CBOH MBICAH NPH NOMOIIM JIHChbMA H
yBekoBeunBaTh ¢GakTh. Ilocienuue M3 KJIHHONHCHHIX TEKCTOB OTHO-
carcst Kk I B. v, 3.

BapunoHCKas KJIMHOMHCHAsA JuTepatypa I ThicAueseTHs [0 H. 3.
6orata no COAEPXAHUIO H HACUMTHIBAET NECATKH THICSAY TEKCTOB.
AT0 JelloBHe NOKYMEHTHI, HayyHasl, Xy{0KeCTBEHHASI H DENHTHO3HAs
JHTEpaTypa, YacTHas H cAyXefHas HmepemHcka H T. A

Ulymepo-BaBHJIOHCKAast W acCHpUiiCKasi JHTepaTypa, CyLIECTBO-
BaBIIasg B TeYyeHHe HeCKOJBbKHUX THICAUeJeTHH, OhlIa CO3JaHAa MHOIH-
MM IOKOJIeHHSIMH HHCLUOB HJAM OJjarogaps HM COXpaHuiach IO
namero speMend. Ha apenem Bocrtoke 06BIUHO JdIMp NHCHBI GBIIH
o0pasoBaHHBIMH JIOAbMH. Ilo BEIpaXKeHHI0O H3BECTHOrO acCHPHOJO-
ra A. JI. Onnenxeiima, UMeHHO mHcel OBl LEHTpajibHON GUrypodh
meconoTaMckofi nusuiau3anuu [164, c¢. 253]. Ot ycayr nucuos 3a-
BHCEJIH NPaBHTeNH, XpaMBl M YacTHHe Jguua. [Iucusl cocTapiasin
BCe TEKCTH, C HX NOMOLIbIO BEJHCh JHIVIOMATHYECKHE NEPErOBOPHIL.
ITosTomy o6pa3z mucua, HeCOMHEHHO, MOMOXET HAM NOHSATb MeCco-
MOTaMCKYI0 HHUBHJH3ALHIO,

OnHako 10 cuX mOp MB MaJo 3HAaeM O BaBHJIOHCKHX MHCIAX.
Kak ormernn OnmenxefiM, nmoka NOYTH HHYEr0 He H3BECTHO O CO-
HHanbHOM MOJIOXKEHHM MeconoTaMckux nucuos [159, c. 242]. Oco-
6enHo 310 oTHOCHTCA K Basuaomuu I Teicageneruss po H. 3. Ecan
He CYHTATh OTJe/bHBIX 3aMeYyaHuil, CAeNaHHBIX NMONMYyTHO B pa6oTax
HeKOTODHIX accupHojoros (npexpe scero M, Can-Huxkoso), o nuc-
LHax B YKa3aHHBII NIepHOJ HMeIOTCS TOJbKO ABe ctathd. Ojpna u3
HuX, npuHagnexamas nepy P. @. JloyspTu, nocBsimena TepMHHO-
JIOTHYeCKOMY pa3JHUYEeHHIO NBYX KATEropHil NHCUOB (Ha TIJdHe H
koxe) [52]. Bo BTopofi cTaThe, aBTOPOM KOTOPOH sBJAETCA
Y. T. JlambepT, mpoc/jiexXHBAIOTCS MHCLOBHEe TPAaLHIHH B HEKOTO-
PHIX BaBHJIOHCKHX ceMbax ([126]. B 1eHHoM HcCJIel0BaHHH
I'' M. Kiommenst o npoconorpadun ¥Ypyxa VI B. 10 H. 3. MHOroO
BHHMaHHUS yiededo u mucuam [120].
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B pa6orax C. H. Kpamepa, A. Qanbkenmreiina, b. JlanacGep-
repa, C. JIx. Isana, X. BeTnosbara H APYTHX aCCHPHOJIOTOB pac-
CMaTPHBAIQTCA BONPOCH OGPa30BaHHUA H 0OydeHHs: NHUCUOB B LIKO-
Nax, a TaKXe TepMHHOJOIMHM TNHCIOBOTO [ejia B PAHHWE TNEPUOAH
ucropun MeconoraMuu (raaBebIM o6pasom koHia III u Il rteicsaue-
aetufi) (em. 6ubauorpaduio B [135, c¢. 101 u ca; 159, c. 377,
npumeu. 17]).

Lleunble cTaThH O NHCUax onyGaukoBan Ttakxke A. JI. On-
neuxefiM. YKasniBasg Ha INOYTH MOJHYIO HEH3yYEHHOCTb MaTepHaJta,
oH obpamaer BHHMaHHe Ha HeOOXOJMMOCTbL HCC/IEJOBAHHS DPOJH
nucHa Ha ciayXO6e y OOLIHHBL MJIsi COCTaBJEeHHS KOHTPAaKTOB, Hesl-
TeJIbHOCTH NHCLA-YHHOBHMKA M IIHCLA-YYeHOr0 H 1o3Ta. B CBOHX
pa6orax OnmenxefiM MPHBOJUT HHTEpPECHBIE CBEJAEHUS] O XKU3HH Ba-
BHJIOHCKHX mHcUoB Il ThicsYeseTHss u acCUPUACKHX mucuoB I TH-
csAYETIeTHs] (B YACTHOCTH, 00 HX AEATEJIbHOCTH Ha LAPCKOH cayxGe)
[164; 165]. .

B orinune OT IyMepCcKOTO ¥ CTAaPOBAaBHJIOHCKOTO BPEMEHH MbL
He pacnojaraeM INOUTH HUKAKUMH CBeleHHAMH O WKojax [ ThiCsS:
YeNeTHs, B KOTOPHX o0y4anuch BaBWJIOHCKHe NUCHH. Hetr Takke
OPSAMBIX AAHHBIX 06 HMYIIECTBEHHOM TIOIOXKEHHH H COLHAJBHOM
MPOUCXOXKJEHUH NHCUOB. Kpome TOro, HeM3BecTHO, Oblia Ju IPO-
(deccuoHanbHasi AeATEJNbHOCTh HHCHOB OCHOBHBIM HCTOUHHKOM HX
CYLIECTBOBAHHS, HJH K€ OHH 3aHHMAJHCh €0 Hapsany ¢ JpYTHMH
BUzaMH paboTel. Mano uaum BooOUIe HHYEro He H3BECTHO O CO-
LHaJBHOM CTATyCe IHCEAa B HOBOBAaBHJOHCKOM OOUIECTBE H O €r0
9KOHOMHYECKOM MOJIOKEHHH, O er0 QPYHKUUAX B YIPaBJICHUH OOLIHH-
HBIMH JeJaMd H Ha cayxk6e y HacTHBIX JHL. DTH BONPOCH IpH-
MEHUTENBHO K paccMaTpUBaeMOMY MepHOLy B JIMTepaType He
CTaBHJIHCH N0 cHX mop sooOumie, OfHaKo Ha HHX W HAa MHOTHE IpY-
rve BONPOCHL MOXKHO NONBITATHCS OTBETHTDH, UCXOJA M3 MHOTMX Thi-
ca4Y AOKyMeHTOB. Ho 3ta uHbopManus He JEXHT HAa NOBEPXHOCTH.
B yacTHONPaBOBHIX AOKyMeHTAax HOUTH BCerja MPHBOASTCH UMeHa
IIMCLOB, COCTaBHBIIMX TOT HWJIH MHOH TeKCT. [TOCKOABKY B JOKyMeH-
Tax COfepXKATCA He TONBKO JHYHBIe MMeHa IHCLOB, HO TaKXe HX
naTpoHUMHs ¥ (GaMHJIbHbBle HMeHa (HauYHHasg C DAHHEBAaBHJOHCKO-
ro BpeMeHH OOBIYHO MO mpodeccHH NpeiKa), a B JAPYIHx TeKCTax
3TH Ke JIHIa YIOMHHAIOTCS B KAUeCTBe KOHTPATEHTOB, CBHJAETesed
H T. A., CPAaBHHBas H COIOCTAB/AA pa3JHUHble MCTOUHHKH, MOXKHO
HOAYYIHTh LEHHBIE, 8 HHOTAA H COBEPIIEHHO HeOXHMIaHHbLIC CBEAEHHSA
0 XH3HH H HeATeJbHOCTH NMHUCUOB. Takum 00pas3oM, Hacrosuas pa-
60Ta mpeXiae BCero sABJSETCS npoconorpadHUeckol, H aBTOp CTa-
BHT nepej cofofl Lleyb MOMBITATHCA coO6paTh CBEACHHA O ITHCLIAX MO
KDYTHIAM M3 MHOTHX THICSY TEKCTOB ¥ BHIICHHTb NOJOXKEHHEe HHC-
HOB B BaBHJIOHCKOM ofmuecrtBe. [lonmyTHO OTMeTHM, YTO B 3TOM OT-
HOWICHUK MCTOPUK HOBOBABHMJOHCKOrO ofumiecTBa Haxoautea B Gojee
BHIFOJHOM IOJIOXKEHHH, UYeM CIelHaJMCTH N0 DPaHHHM INepPHOAaM
MeconoTamMuun, B TeKCTaX KOTOPHIX OGBLIYHO YKa3hIBalOTCA COOCTBEH-
Hble MMEHa MHCLOB, peXxe W MX OTUECTBA, HO HHKOTAA He IPHBO-
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Aarcs damuabHble MMeHa, BCJAeACTBHE Yero yBepeHHOe OTOXIEeCT-
BJleHYe NMHCLOB 9aCTO NPOCTO HEBO3MOXHO.

ABTOp B KOHIle 3TOH KHHIM HamepeBaJjcs HaTh B BHAe NPHAOKe-
HUS TOJNHYI0 Tpoconorpaduio BABUAOHCKUX NHCHOB | THicsidesneTHs
C CCBIJIKAMH Ha_JROKYMEHTH], B KOTOPHX OHH YNOMHHAIOTCS, a TakK-
e ¢ yKasaHHeM TOPOJOB, B KOTOPHIX 3TH NHCIH (QYHKUVOHHPOBA-
JIH, M JaTaMH HX [IeATeJbHOCTH (C YYeTOM TakK¥Xe TeKCTOB, IJe
NHCUBl BRICTYNAIOT KOHTPAreHTAaMH, CBHIETeNSMH, NOPYIHTEIAMH
H T. 1.). Heo6xonumocTp Tako#i nmybaHKanyun OYeBHAHA, HOCKOJBKY
THICSIYH HOBOBABUJIGHCKHX JIOKYMEHTOB OblIH H34aHH 6€3 MMEeHHBIX
yKasaresnell, a B TeX CIyyasx, Korja nyb6JuKanHH CONPOBOXKAAIOTCH
TAKHMH HHJEKCAMH, B HUX HepeAKO NMPHMBOAATCA JHIIb HMeHa YIO-
MAHYTHIX B TeKcTax Jull 6Ge3 BHIeAeHUA HX npodeccuii. K ToMy xe
B HEKOTOPHIX HHJAEKCax ecTb MHoOro Herounocreil. OpHako or ny-
CAuKauuu Tako#l mpoconorpadun ¢ umenamu Oojee 3 ThIC. NHCUOB
NPHILIOCH BO3JepPXKaThCsd, TaK KaK OHa yBesJHdIusa Obl 06beM- Ha-
crosimell paGoTsl B HecKoJAbKo pas. OcHOBHHE AaHHHEIE, BHITEKAO-
ilne U3 3ToH mpoconorpaduu, 6yAyT NPUBEJEHH HHXKe B HECKOJIb-
KuX Tabaunax.

YacTo ynorpebasieMoe B ZaHHOH pabore BhHIpaXkeHHe «HOBOBA-
BHJIOHCKOE BpeMs» SIBJSETCH YCJOBHBIM H- OXBaThiBaeT Bce | THI-
csAdeneTde 10 H. 3. (OOBIYHO HOBOBAaBHJIOHCKHM I[IeDHOAOM CUHTAIOT-
cia IX—VI B, a VI—IV BB.— no3AHeBaBUJOHCKHM, HJIH axXeMe-
HHUJACKHM, TIOCJeyIollee ¥Ke BpeMsl A0 HCUE3HOBEHHs KJIHHOIHCH —
SJJITHHCTHYECKHM M apLIaKuJCKHM).

CcebliK Ha HCTOYHMKH M VIHTEPATYPY B OCHOBHOM TEKCTE MO-
HorpadHH JaHb B COKpalleHHoH ¢opMe, a NOJHBIE HAa3BaHUA IpH-
Befieinl B bubaunorpadun. Ilepesoabn N1OKyMeHTOB HaXo4ATCs B KOH-
Le COOTBETCTBYIOILMX IJ/aB, a TPaHCJAUTepalus — oTAenapHo B IlpH-
Jnoxkenuu | B XpoHOJOruueckoM NHOPAAKe TEKCTOB. B KBajpaTHbie
CKOOK# B35IThl paspylIeHHBle TEKCTHl HJH HX BOCCTAaHOBJIEHHS, B
JIOMaHbBle — NPONYCKH MHCUOB, B (HIypHbBIe — NOBTOPEHHS ONHUX
U Tex e CJOB [0 HEJIOCMOTPY NHCIAa H B KPyIJible — IONOJHEHHS
TIPH TepeBOJe HA DYCCKUH A3BIK, “clefaHHble s OoJblIeit fACHO-
ctH. Uepes Kocylo o6o3HaueHbl AyOJaHKAaTH TEKCTOB, 6YKBO#H h Besze
nepenaetcs h.

Tlpu oOCy:KAeHMM PYKOMHCH JaHHOH paborhl cOTpyAHHKH Cek-
Topa apeBHéro Bocrtoka Jlemunrpanpckoro otaenenuss HHcTuTyra
BOCTOKOBeJleHHs] BEICKa3a/jH leHHble 3aMeuanus. CoBeTH U KOH-
cyJnpTaluu oTBeTcTBeHHOTO pepakropa M. M. JInsikoHOBA NMO3BOJIM/IH
YTOYHHTb MHOTHe (aKTel, usjoxenHnle B pabore. E. C. Borocaos-
CKuil 06paTuU] BHAMAHHE aBTOPA Ha HEKOTOpHE MyOJHKALHH O erH-
NeTCKUX nHcuax, Ykasatenu coctaBienst H. O. Uexosnu. Pabora
Haj pyKonuchlo Gbia 3aBepiiesa B 1978 r., HO Ho3AHee Ouiu yd-

TeHH M3JaHHAl TEKCTOB M JIHTEPATYypa, BHleAMIHe B CBeT A0 KOHUA
1980 r.
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SUMMARY

Until the late Middle Ages we have from no country so many
and so various records as we have from ancient Mesopotamia.
The earliest cuneiform documents were written at the dawn of
civilization, and the latest of them belong to the first century
A. D. Cuneiform literature, which had existed for several millen-
nia, was created by many generations of scribes. To use A. Leo
Oppenheim’s words, the scribe was the central figure of cuneifornr
civilization. Kings, temples and private persons depended on the
service of scribes. But our information about the social position
of the Mesopotamian scribe, his activity as bureaucrat and in the
service of the community for the recording of contracts is very
scanty. We do not have any direct data on the economic situatior
and social origin of scribes. Also, we do not know if the scribal
profession was the chief source of income or if the scribes combi-
ned their craft with handicraft, tilling of land and so on. Howe-
ver, one may elucidate these questions though our information
is not obvious at first sight. Data on scribes are to be collected
little by little from many thousand records. In the Neo-Bobyloniam
period, almost always the personal names as well as the patro-
nymics of scribes are indicated in the documents compiled by a
scribe. And in other documents thé same persons are mentioned
as contracting parties, witnesses and so on. This makes it possib-
le to compare the various sources with each other and get
valuable and in some cases quite unexpected information on the
life and activity of the scribes. Unfortunately, it was impossible:
to give as a supplement to this book the full prosopography of
the Babylonian scribes in the first millennium B. C. since such a
prosopography, including personal names and patronymics of
more than 3000 scribes and with references to the records, would:
require several hundred pages.

The following groups of scribes existed in the Neo-Babyloniam
society:
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1) Sepiru (e¢scribe-interpreters)

2) Royal and state scribes

3) Temple scribes

4) Scribes employed by private persons for the recording of
contracts and letters.

" The sepiru wrote upon parchment and papyrus in Aramaic.
They were officials of the state and temple administration. Some
of them were employed in the service of private persons, too.

The sepiru attached to the temples, in particular, dealt out
tools, raw material and food-rations to the temple craftsmen and
slaves. The sepiru were also concerned with administrative tasks
and bookkeeping, collected rental payments from the temple fields,
and sometimes they were tenants themselves. One sepiru was in
the service of the Ebabbara temple in Sippar for, at least,
22 years.

The sepiru as well as other temple officials received payment
for their service in barley, dates and so on, in some cases also
in money. Usually their payment was about 1 kur of barley or
dates a month.

The palace administration sent royal septru for the inspection
of the temple cattle and other property. During the reign of Cam-
byses royal sepiru were included in the administration of the
Eanna femple in Uruk to control the accounting in the temple.

In the fifth century B. C. in Nippur and its neighbourhood
royal sepiru were organized as a special association (hatfru).
In the documents from Nippur «sepiru of the army» are referred
to. Evidently, these persons acted as interpreters for the numerous
Achaemenian soldiers who were settled on royal land. The sepiru
were also attached to the garda, workers belonging to the king
and the members of the royal family. To judge by their personal
names, some sepiru were of Iranian origin (for instance Ru3un-
pati, a sepiru in the service of a Persian noble, Artaréma). It is
quite natural that the Persian administration in Babylonia widely
used the services of the interpreters to communicate with the na-
tive population.

Sometimes royal sepiru were tenants of temple fields.

The royal sepiru naturally acted also as the king's agents.
For instance, a «sepiru, royal agent» declared in the city of Dilbat
that,a certain field belonged to the king Darius I. Another royal
official, whose title was «sepiru of the palace ‘heads», was ordered
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by the satrap of Babylonia to receive 316 kurs of dates from the
business house of Egibi.

According to one document, several sepiru were sent together
with high state officials from Susa, the administrative capital of
the Achaemenid Empire, to Borsippa to carry out an important
mission. These sepiru were paid dates and barley as well as
meat, wine, beer, fish and money.

Babylonian documents refer also to the sepiru of the king's
sons. They rented fields and houses of their masters to other per-
sons, lent money, recovered debts from debtors etc. For instance,
a member of the group of the sepiru of Marduk-Suma-usur, son of
Nebuchadnezzar II, paid the temple tithe on behalf of his master.

There were also sepiru who were in the service of private per-
sons. Four sepiru of the Mura3i business house are referred to
in one single document. They acted as agents of their employers.

Sometimes the sepiru acted as independent contracting parties
selling their fields, renting houses etc. Some sepiru had other
persons in their service.

In the administrative records sepiru are usually mentioned
together with the fupSarru, scribes writing upon clay tablets, and
their functions were similar or even identica].

Let us now turn to the fupSarru. 3060 scribes are mentioned
in the records of the first millennium B. C. 268 of them were
employed in writing contracts on behalf of private persons,
11 scribes were in the palace service and 368 acted as temple
scribes. As to the chronological distribution of these scribes,
146 of them lived before the rise of the Neo-Babylonian kingdom,
72 during the reign of Nabopalasar, 548 — of Nebuchadnezzar II,
557 — of Nabonidus, 226 —of Cyrus, 272 —of Cambyses, 464 —
of Darius I etc. 85 scribes lived during the Seleucid and Parthian
periods. 247 scribes worked in Borsippa, 1289 in Babylon, 29 in
Dilbat, 67 in Larsa, 195 in Nippur, 165 in Sippar, 380 in Uruk etc.
Some Babylonian scribes are referred to even in the documents
compiled at Ecbatana, the capital of Media, in the Phoenician
city of Tyre, in Susa, the capital of Elam, etc.

As to the social and ethnic origin of scribes, the following data
may be given. 5 scribes were descendants of Assyrians, 17 of
Egyptians, 190 of priests, 35 of herdsmen, 23 of potters, 19 of
basketweavers, 21 of blacksmiths, 5 of physicians, 50 of builders,
12 of wood-workers, 13 of washermen, 8 of doorkeepers, T of
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weavers, 7 of merchants, 32 of fishermen, 17 of saltpeddlers, 3 of
temple slaves etc.

Royal scribes held leading posts in the state administration,
and some of them were influential persons at court. Some records
mention «the royal scribes in the city» and «the scribe of the
harbour district».

The position of temple scribes can be illustrated by the cur-
riculum vitae of Nadinu son of Beél-ahhé-iqifa, descendant of
Egibi, scribe of the Eanna temple. He is referred to in 169 admi-
nistrative documents and letters from the archive of Eanna, of
which 64 are written by him himself. He acted as a scribe during
the reigns of Nergal-$ar-usur, Nabonidus, Cyrus and Cambyses,
at least for 35 years. The majority of the records where he is
mentioned are compiled at Uruk, but some of them were written
in Babylon, Larsa and some other cities in which Madinu was
on official business.

Several documents concerning plunder of the temple property,
renting out temple fields and dedication of slaves to Eanna were
written in the presence of high temple officials and some other
persons, including Nddinu. He is mentioned also among the citi-
zens (mdar-bant), that is, members of the Popular Assembly of the
temple community which was invested with jurisdiction in judging
cases involving property and family law. In one document NZdinu
appears among the érib biti, «enterers of the temples, i. e. those
qualified to enter the sanctuaries.

Often Nddinu made estimates of the rental payments from the
temple fields, handed out sheep for sacrifices during the temple
festivals, food-rations for the temple workers, recovered debts from
temple debtors and so on.

Many times Nadinu left for Babylon, Larsa and some other
cities in pursuance of his official duties. Sometimes he bought
barley in Babylon to send it to the Eanna temple. To the latter
he sept also alum bought from a certain place, called Ka3abba.
In the neighbourhood of Uruk he checked the work 6n the temple
fields. Besides, he saw to the payments of state taxes and the
performances of obligatory labour by the Eanna temple.

For his work Nddinu received payment in barley and dates
(usually about 1.5 kur a month) and rarely in money. It seems
that from year to year Nadinu‘s salary was increasing. Thus, in
the 15th year of Nabonidus he was given 7 kurs 2 panu 3 situ
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of barley and 3 kurs 5 sifu of dates for the period of three
months, though some years before his salary was much lesser.
By the way, as a rule the amount of the temple scribes’ salary
did not exceed the payments to craftsmen or agricultural labou-
ters, and in some cases was even less. )

The question arises, how many scribes were simultaneously
employed in the Eanna temple? Together with Nadinu five more
scribes are referred to in the same documents. Nddinu acted in
the Eanna temple from the 3rd year of Nergal-ar-usur until the
8th year of Cambyses. Within the same period more than 30 scri-
bes were employed in the Eanna temple. Considering that there
every year new scribes were introduced into office, we can be
sure that in the Eanna temple at least about 20 scribes worked
simultaneously. In all probability, approximately the same num-
ber of scribes was employed also in the other main temples of
the country (first of all, in Esagila in Babylon and Ebabbarra
in Sippar). Their functions were not of a cultic character, and
had nothing to do with the work of. the priests. In other words,
the temple scribes were bureaucrats and accountants of the temple |
administration. One of the Eanna scribes, together with the head
of the temple, his deputy and the royal commissioner, jointly con-
stituted the highest adminisirative board of the temple.

The question arises, whether temple scribes could leave their
office? Many of them were in the service of the temples for thirty,
forty or even more years, that is, practically all their lives. In such
cases their professional work was usually their chief source of
income. But the temple scribes could give up their job ii they
wished to. At least this was the case of Apld, son of Bél-iddina,
descendant of Egibi. He belonged to the famous business house
of the name, and is mentioned for the first time as a scribe in a
promissory note written in Babylon in 577 B. C. This document co-
mes from the Egibi archive. For the last time he acted as a scribe
in 558 B. C,, that is 22 years later, in two documents of the Eanna
archive. But both of them were compiled in Larsa, not in Uruk.
According to the first document, officials of the Eanna temple
were informed, in the presence of certain persons including Apl3,
of a decree of the king Nabonidus about temple sacrifices. The
second document recording a lease of fields belonging to the
Eanna temple is written by Apld himself. In 546 B.C. Apla is
again in Babylon from where also the other records of his activity
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as a private person come. For the last time he is mentioned as
a witness in 509 B. C. in a promissory note. By that time he was
a very old man, since he started his career as a scribe 68 years
before.

Could the scribes hold any other offices except those connected
with their scribal profession? Adad-u3ézib, son of Samiku, is re-
ferred to as a scribe of the Eanna temple in two documents dated
in the 17th year of Nabonidus. But four years later his position
was quite different: by that time he was an overseer over the
temple herdsmen (n@gidu). However, there is no evidence that any
scribe of Eanna or other temples was at the same time the hol-
der of any other offices, though by giving up his scribal work he
could hold various effices. .

A scribe who was not attached to the palace or temple admi-
nistration acted as an independent expert. Such scribes wrote
contracts for private persons. According to A. Leo Oppenheim,
«there is no evidence... that the scribes who wrote contracts and
letters for private persons actually received any compensation.
However, since persons who made a nail mark on a tablet (in-
stead of using a seal) were paid for this, it is reasonable to as-
sume that a fee was paid to the scribe». However, there are two
documents from the Muraf archive containing a clear indication
of a fee being paid to a scribe. According to the first text, a te-
nant of a field who was a member of the Muras$fi house, paid
39 kurs of barley: 36 kurs as a rental payment, and 3 kurs as a
fee for the scribe who wrote the document. The second text con-
tains a stipulation that a certain amount of rental payment and
the scribe’s fee be paid by the tenant of a field. Both of these
transactions were written by Ninurta-ab-usur, son of Ellil-Suma-
iddina, who wrote 171 contracts of the Murasi archive within
9 years. Only in three records he appears as a witness but isinno
text referred to as a contracting party Evidently this Ninurta-
ab-usur lived on the income from his scribal profession.

Some scribes had fo go from one city to another to write a
contract, and it is natural to assume that their services were paid.
For instance, Marduk-iqiSanni, son of Bé&l-uSallim, descendant of
Atamar-ilussu, wrote a contract in Dilbat in 511 B. C. and only
four days later he compiled another contract in Babylon. *

S. Weingort and A. Ungnad noted that disinherited younger
sons and adopted sons of the Egibi house were taught scribal

240

craft so that they could earn their living. Besides, many scribes
were in the service of merchants and other wealthy persons, re-
cording contracts and writing business letters, acting as agents
of their employers and so on. It is natural that the services of
such scribes were also paid.

Scholarly opinion has been divided on the question if scribes
who wrote contracts had the functions of a notary. M. San Nicold
and A. Leo Oppenheim were of the opinion that scribes did not
have notarial functions but G. Cardascia, on the contrary, believes
that the scribes were notaries. In any case, the scribe was respon-
sible for the contracts he wrote. For instance, according to one
document, dated in the reign of Nabonidus, a scribe who wrote
a false promissory note was sentenced by the judges to be put
in irons.

Usually it is believed that the scribal profession was heredi-
tary, and passed on from generation to generation in the so-called
scribal families. It is true that many cases are known when father
and his son or brothers acted as scribes, and in some families
(for instance, Sin-leqe-unninni and Ekur-zakir) scribal profession
was hereditary over the centuries. But the author does not belie-
ve that in the first millenium B. C. the scribal profession was
exclusively hereditary, and it seems that there were no closed
corporations of scribes. At least there were among the scribes not
only persons of high rank by birth, not only descendants of scribes
and priests but also descendants of various craftsmen, herdsmen,
fishermen and so on.

What was the social position and economic situation of the’
scribes? Quite rare cases are known when persons who by birth
and social status were temple slaves appear among temple scri-
bes. As a rule temple scribes were citizens. There were no slaves
among the scribes who wrote contracts for private persons, and
il seems that all of them were citizens, too. It is quite natural
that private persons could not afford a scribal education for their
‘'slaves to derive profit from their profession, perhaps, in ten years.
But temples possessed many slaves, and therefore could some-
times afford to teach their slaves scribal craft. There were also
some slaves among the sepiru who were in the service of the
temples and of the sons of king, but as a rule the sepiru were also
citizens by their social status.

Though the bulk of the scribes belonged to the estate of ci-
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tizens (mar-bani) their economic situation was not identical.
Among the scribes we can discern rich persons as well as poor
ones. Let us give some instances.

Itti-Marduk-balatu, son of Nabd-ahhé-iddin, descendant of Egi-
bi, is referred to in 260 documents written within 33 years (554—
521 B. C.). His father was a scribe, a famous business man and a
judge of king Nabonidus for 43 years (590—547 B. C.). Though
1tt1-Marduk-balatu wrote many legal transactions, he did not con-
sider scribal activity as an important business or a considerable
source of his income. He was a representative of those Babylo-
nian scribes who -used their professional knowledge and skill in
order to be engaged in commerce in Babylon, Borsippa, Dilbat,
Kutfi, Sippar, Ki§, Opis, Uruk as well as in Elam, Persia and
Media. According to the document on the division of Itti-Marduk-
bal@tu’s property between his three sons, he possessed more than
one hundred slaves, 16 houses located in Babylon and Borsippa,
12 minas of silver, fields, cattle, sheep etc. Besides, Itti-Marduk-
balatu gave his sister and three daughters in marriage with a
total dowry of 22 slaves and slave women, 30 minas of silver,
fields etc.

Nabii-eéres§, son of Tabnea, descendant of Ahu-b@ni, started his
scribal career being a rather wealthy man. He possessed at least
ten slaves and a field. He could live comfortably on his income,
study cuneiform literature and even become a scholar-scribe. But
he was seized with the lust for profit, and little by little he lost
his property, and died in poverty.

A scribe Bél-riba by name, son of Kalba, was in such a despe-
rate situation that he had to rent the slave room on top of a
house in Babylon and lived there with a slave girl belonging to
another person.

ADDENDA

Hosble H3nauns rexcros:

Durand J.-M. Textes Babyloniens d’époque récente. P., 1981,

McEwan G. J. P. The Late Babylonian Tablets. Toronto, 1982.

Nemet-Nejat K R. Late Babylonian Field Plans in the British Museum.
Rome, 1982. )

Pinches T. G. Neo-Babylonian and Achaemenid Economic Texts.— CT 55—57,
1982.

HoBas nHTepaTypa O HHCUAX M DHCUOBOM HCKYCCTBe:

Adraxonos U. M. Hayuusle npencraiaenus Ha apeBHeM Bocroke (IlIymep, Ba-
BHJIOHHSA, [lepennsia Asus).— OuepKH HCTODHH €CTECTBEHHOHAYYHHIX 3HAHUA B
npesHocrH. M., 1982, ¢. 59—119.

Green M. W. The Construction and Implementation of the Cuneiform Writing
System.— «Visible Language». Cleveland, 1981, XV, 4, c¢. 345—372.

Justus C. F. Visible Sentences in Cuneiform Hittite.— «Visible Language».
1981, XV, 4, c. 373—408. #

Lacheman E. R. The Wold Sudutu in the Nuzi Tablets.— Tpyam Memxayua-
poaHOro Kourpecca soctokosenos. T. 1. M., 1962, ¢. 233-—238.

Powell M. A Three Problems in the History of Cuneiform Writing: Origins,
Direction of Script, Literacy.—«Visible Language». 1981, XV, 4, c. 419—
440.

Sack R. H. The Temple Scribe in Chaldean Uruk.— «Visible Language». 1981,
XV, 4, c. 409—418.

Schmandt-Besserat D. From Tokens to Tablets: a Re-evaluation of the
So-called «Numerical Tablets».— «Visible Language». 1981, XV, 4, c. 321—
344,

Vanstiphout H. How Did They Learn Sumerian?— JCS. 1980, 31, c. 118-—
128.

Vanstiphout. Over het vak «sumerisch» aan de oudbabylonische scholen.—
L’enfant dans les civilisations orientales. Leuven, 1980, ¢, 29—42.

16*

http://www.orientalstudies.ru



— NHCTUTYT BOCTOYHbIX pykonucen PAH / The Institute of Oriental Manuscripts, RAS -

COLEP)XAHHE

Ilpenncaosne .
TFaapa I Tepnmxo.norux
1. TIHcun, nepeBOAYHKH H yqenue
2. MaTepHaal JAAA NHCbMa .
3. THnH AOKYMEHTOB
4, lllkons, apXMBH H 6uGaHOTeKH
Fnasa IL Iucuosoe HCKYCCTBO

Isasa IIL IMHcub-nepeBOAYHKH
TexcTH
I'masa IV. I"ocyzxapc-rseunue mlcuu
. Texrctn . .
I'mapa V. XpaMOBue nHeus
Tekctnt .
IT'nasa VL Hamm “mucen xpama Dannn .
Faapa VIL ITHcus 4acTHONPaBOBHIX noxymemoa
TekcTH e
Taapa VIIL Mucus- npennpnﬂnmarenu
1. Ha6y-axxe-uaaus, raasa AoMa IOruGH
2. UrtH-Mapayk-6anary H3 aoma Drubu
3. Mapayx-HauHp-anjH, rjasa AoMa JriH6H
4. Tabus, cxid Hafy-anan-nAanuna, noromMka CHH-AIH
3axkJaouesne .. Ce .
[Ipumeuanns .
INpuaoxenne 1 Tpaﬂcnmepaunﬂ Hsﬁpaﬂﬂux TeKCTOB
IMprnoxenne 1. Kanenaapbp u TaGiasuu Mep
Bubanorpadus
Hupexc TpaHCJIPITepHPOBaHHb]X H nepeneneuﬂux onymeuros
Hunekc nepesefieHHbX (6e3 TpPaHCHAHTepallHH) HOKYMEHTOB
O6wuii MHIEKC HCNOJH30BAHHBIX HCTOUHHKOB (TEKCTH BaannOchne HOBO-
accHpHiicKHe, apaMelCKHe, ApeBHeeBDeHCKHe, NeMOTHWeCKHe, JaMCKHe
H JApeBHerpeyeckue) e e e e e
Summary . . . . . ..o e e,
Addenda

CONTENTS

Babylonian Scribes
in the First Millennium B, C,
by M. A. Dandamayev

Preface . e e e e e e e e e
Chapter 1" Scribal Termmolog

1. Scribes, Interpreters and S ﬁolars

2. Materials for Writing

3. Types of Documents ,

4. Schools, Archives and Libraries
Chanter 11. Scribal Art .

ex ce e

Chapter H1. Scribes as Interpreters e e e .

Texts
Chapter IV. State Scribes
Texts
Chapter V. Temple Scribes
Texts .
Chapter VL Nidinu, a Scribe of the Temple Eanna
Chapter VIL Scribes of Private Legal Transactions
Texts .
Chapter VIIL. "Scribes as Business Men . .
1. Nabfi-ahhé-iddin, Head of the House of Eglbl .
2. Itti-Marduk-balatu. Descendant of Egibi . N
3. Marduk-nasir-apli, Head of the House of Eglb1 .
4, Tabiya, Son of Nabi- aplaqddma, Descendant of Sin-ili
Conclusion
Notes
Supplement I Selected Documents in Transliteration
Supplement II. Calender and Measures
Bibliography (Sources and Literature) .
Index of Transliterated and Translated Texts
Index of Translated Texts (without Transllteratlon)
General Index of Sources Used (Babylonian, Neo-Assyrian, Ararnalc, Bib-
lical, Demotic, Elamite and Greek Texts) . ..
Summary.............
Addenda . . . . . . . . . . . . L L.

http://www.orientalstudies.ru

BRRIFARENE G mow



