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NMPEACAOBUE

Hacrosimjas paboTa TMNoOCBsIlEHa MCTOpMM MMAMMCKOro LapcTBa —
MepBOro JpeBHEeMPAHCKOro rocygapcrBa. XoTss Muaus He NpPUHALJIEXUT
K UMY 3a0bIThIX TOCYAAPCTB JPEBHOCTHU, €€ UCTOPUS OCTAeTCs HauMeHee
M3YUEeHHOW cpeny KpPYMHbIX JepXXaB JPeBHEBOCTOYHOro peruoHa. Haua-
JI0O UPAHCKOWM TrOCYAAapCTBEHHOCTU MPUHSITO OTCUMTBIBATh C cepeauHbl VI B.
IO H. 3. — BpeMeHU co3faHus AxeMeHUICKON OepxkaBbl. UcTopus Muaun
O0OBIYHO CJTYKUT JIMIIb KPAaTKMM IPeOVCIOBUMEM K M3JIOXKEHUIO UCTOPUU
AXeMeHMICKOro LapCTBa.

[IMcbMeHHbIe MAaMSATHUMKM €amMOro MMAMIICKOrO LlapCTBAa HEU3BECTHBI,
HO CBEIEHMS 0 HeM COXPaHMJIUCh B KJIMHOMMUCHBIX (ACCHMPO-BaBUIOHCKUX
" gpeBHernepcuackux) rekcrax IX—VI BB. 10 H. 3., B bubiauu u B cOUMHEHU-
SIX aBTOPOB aHTUYHOIO 1 paHHeCpeaHeBeKOBOr0 BpeMEHM.

VIMeHHO aHTUYHbIe, GMbIelickue M BU3aHTUIICKME COUMHEHUS Ha MPOTS-
XeHUU 6oJiee ueM IBYX C MOJIOBUHOI ThICSUENIETUI COXPAHSIIU CBeleHUsI 110
uctopun Muauu. KIMHONMCHbIE UCTOYHUKU CTAIM M3BECTHBI CPABHUTE/Ib-
HO HeIABHO, M UX M3yuyeHMUe, HayaBuleecs B NepBoit nonoBuHe XIX B., He
Cpa3sy MOBAUSJIO HAa NMPOLECC MO3HaHMs Muauu.

LIeHHOCTb KJIMHOMUCHBIX MCTOYHMKOB COCTOUT TpeXae BCero B TOM, UTO
OHM COCTaBJIEHbl COBPEMEHHMKAMM OMMCbIBaeMbIx coObITUIt. Ho He Bcerma
Te Xe aCCMPUIICKMe aHHaJbl MM BaBUJIOHCKUE XPOHMKU MOTYT CUMTAThCS
00bEKTMBHBIMY JOKYMEHTAMU 3I0XU: rOCyJapCTBeHHas MponaraHaa Biausi-
J1a Ha oInmMcaHue cOBbITUIA, KaK MPaBUIIO, B BHITOJHOM JIJIs Llaps CBeTe, Ha-
MpuMep, B HUX HUKOTAA He COOOIIAI0Ch O BOEHHBIX Heynauax napsi. AHTUY-
Hbl€ aBTOPbI, 32 PEIKUM UCKIIOYEHUEM, MbITAIUCh OCMBICIUTD U 06BSICHUTD
yC/bIIIAHHbIE, peske — TPOYMTaHHble COOOIeHUs] O Mpouuiom. LIeHHOCTDb
3TUX COUMHEHMUII HEe CHUXKAeTCs OT TOro, UTO OHM COCTaBJeHbI post factum,
a 3aBUCUT OT AOCTOBEPHOCTM YCTHOI TpagMLMyU U OObEKTUBHOrO €€ U3JI0-
KeHUs1 aBTOPOM, a TaKXXe OT ero yMeHus MOHSITb U MepeaaTb yCIbllIaHHOe
U TIPOYMUTAHHOe.

CouMHeHMs] TpeyeCcKUX aBTOPOB COXpaHMIM 3HAUMTeNbHble (pparmeH-
Tbl MOAJMHHOM WIM COUYMHEHHON MMM CaMMMM MCTOpUM Muauu, KoTopas
TIpeCTaB/siia MHTepeC BIUIOTh A0 3JIMHUCTMYECKOro rnepuopa. OgHako
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no3jaHee, B pUMCKUIt ITlepuo, 3TOT MHTepec yracaer. O6LIMpPHbIe 3aBOeBa-
HUs1 PUMCKOI MMIiepuu 3aTMUAM JPEBHIOI0 MCTOPUIO, EPEeKPOUIU TIOIU-
TUUYECKYIO KapTy U BbIIBUHY/M HOBbIE CIOKETHbIE IPUOPUTETHI B UCTOpUYE-
CKOM 1uTepaType pMMCKOro nepuoja. YoMuHaHuss MUaUM B COUMHEHMSIX
3TOTO BpeMeHM CBSA3aHbl, 33 PeIKUM UCKIIOUeHMeM, TOITbKO C TOMOHUMUEIL.
Ho ecayu CrpaboH (I B. 10 H. 3.—1 B. H. 3.) el JOCTATOYHO TOYEH B U3JIOXKe-
HUM UCTOpUYECKOI reorpadmu Muauu u Bcero MipaHa B 11e10M, TO KO Bpe-
MeHu AMmuaHa MapuenauHa (IV B.) yTpaumBaeTcs U 3Ta TOUHOCTbD.

Ho cepenuubl XX B. usydyeHue Muauu pasBuBaioCh B TPagUIIMOHHOM
HanpaB/leHUM, B OCHOBE KOTOPOTO JeXKal0 COXpaHeHHOe aHTUYHbIMM aB-
TOpaMU MpeAcTaBjieHe O peajbHOCTU CyI[eCTBOBaHUS 3TOT0O rOCyAapcTBa,
Ha3blBaeMOro MMM MMIIepHeil, ¥ O ero 3HaUUTEIbHOW POAU B UCTOPUMU
npeBHero bauxkHero BocToka. K KOHILY Mpomiioro croneTust B 3apyoexHoi
UCTOPMUUECKOI HayKe B0306/1afano HOBoe HampaBieHue. Ero MOXHO Ha-
3BaTh «<HETATMBHbIM»: IIPeIMETOM IOJIEMUKM CTa/IM caM (aKT CYLeCcTBOBA-
Hust MUIMICKOro 11apCTBa M CTeNeHb BaXXHOCTU €T0 pojiv B UCTOPUU CTPaH
npepHero bmmkHero BocToka. B 3apyOexxHOi Hayke, HECMOTpPSI Ha Heco-
MHEeHHBI MHTepeC K UCTOpUM Muauu, 3HaUuMTelbHO BO3POCUIMIA B IOC/Ie-
Hue 20 jsieT, 06061IaI0IIUX TPYOOB B 3TOI 0671aCTU HET. B oTeuecTBEHHOI ke
uctopuorpa@uu nocie BaskHOro mccnegoBanusi M. M. JIpsikoHoBa («HcTo-
pust Munmm», 1956; kpaTkuit BapuaHT cMm.: [Diakonoff, 1985]) u moHorpa-
¢uu U. T. Anuesa ¢ Takum Xe Ha3BaHueM [AnueB, 1960] Muaus He Gblia
MpegMeTOM CIelMaNbHOrO U3YyYeHMUsl.

AHanu3 MuAUICKOK McTOopMorpad@umu Mo3BoaseT HaMeTUTb OOIIMe TEH-
JeHLUU B M3y4yeHUM MuIum U BBISIBUTH OCHOBHbIE MpOOJIIEMBI, pelleHue
KOTOPBIX TEM WM MHBIM 06pa30M BJIUSIeT Ha MpecTaBleHre 0 MUIMiiCKom
LapCTBe U TMO3BOMsIeT MOHATh €ro poJib B UCTOPUYU JpPeBHEBOCTOYHOIO pe-
rMoHa. Bce 3T0 1 onpenennno 3agaum JaHHOTO UCC/IeIOBaHUS.

B nepByio ouepenb HEOGXOAMMO ObUIO BOCCO3IATh MCTOPUUYECKYIO Teo-
rpaduio CeBepo-3amnagHoro MpaHa HOBOacCMpUIICKOro mepuojaa M orpe-
IelUTb TeppUTOPUIO IMepBOHAYaabHOM Muauu, BepHee, nNpeiacTaBUTb OO-
MOJIHUTE/IbHbIEe JOKa3aTenbCTBa I/ OHOW U3 [BYX CYILUECTBYIOIIUX eé
JIOKaNIu3aumii B Mpejesiax 3TOro perMoHa. B oTeuecTBeHHOI Mctopuorpa-
buu ucropuueckass reorpadusi 3TOro peroHa paspaboTaHa BIIepBbIE.
[IpennoxeHHble B paboTe HOBble J10Ka3aTeNbCTBA JOKanM3aumm Muaum
Ha XaMaJaHCKOM paBHMHEe OTKJIOHSIIOT JIOKaAu3aLuio e€ B ropax 3arpoca,
NpenjioXeHHYI0 B 1974 r. amepuKaHCKUM uccienoatenem JI. JleeuHom. Ero
Jokanusauusi Muamuu B rOPHOM paifoHe MOWIY)XUJa OCHOBOM OJiIT HEKOTO-
PBIX CTIOPHBIX TUTIOTE3 OTHOCUTEIbHO UCTOPUM ITOM CTPaHBI, BBIABUHYTHIX
B MOCJIeIHME TOMIbI U [TepeCMOTPEHHBIX B JaHHOI pabore.

Cpeou cnopHbIX mpo6GreM MMIMIICKOM MCTOPUM OCTAKOTCSA: Bpe-
Ms M TIPUYMHBI BO3BbllIeHUS Muauu; cam (GakT u npemenbl MUIMUIACKONM



[Ipenucnosue

9KCMAHCUM; XPOHONOTUSI MUAMIACKON OUHACTUMU; XapaKTep U pe3ynbTaThl
yuactusi Muguu B BoitHe 615-605 rr. 1o H. 3. NnpoTUB Accupun. OTaens-
HOTO pacCMOTpeHMsi NoTpe6oBaj BOMPOC O polnu KMMMepumiiLieB U cKudoB
B MCTOPUM Muamm u OPYTMX CTpaH apeBHero BavxHero Bocroka. Heobxo-
OVMO GbUTO OMpeneuTh XapakTep nepexosa BIacTH K AxeMeHuIaM — Ipo-
U301l 1M OH B pe3ysbTaTe pa3rpoma MuaMiiCKOro LlapcTBa My ABOPLO-
BOTrO MepeBOpOTa, MPUBEJLIEr0 TOMbKO K CMeHe AMHAcTHit. Eciim He 6b110
YHMYTOXEHUS] 1JapCTBa, TO 3TO JAa€T BO3MOXHOCTb B OyAylIuX MCCIenoBa-
HUSIX, NPOAHAIU3UPOBAB Te 3IEMEHTbl aXeMeHMUJCKOHI KYIbTYpbl, KOTO-
pble HaxOIAT Mapajiesiv B KyJAbType pa3iMyHbIX JPEBHEBOCTOYHbIX CTpaH
NpeIecTBYIOLIEro BpeMeH!, U MOATBEPAUB Poib MUAMYM KaK BepPOSITHOTO
KYJIbTYPHOTO TIOCpPeJHUKA MeXIy HUMU, PeTPOCIIEKTUBHO OIpeeNuTh He-
KOTOpbI€ CTOPOHBI MaJIOM3BECTHOI MMIUMCKON KYIbTYphl. PelieHue Bcex
3TUX 3a[lay TpeJrosaraeT co3gaHue 6a3bl, OMMpPasCh Ha KOTOPYIO, B OaJb-
HejIleM MOXHO 6GyJeT MpPOOO/IKUTb U3yYeHue APYTMX acleKTOB UCTOPUMU
M KylbTypbl Mupauitickoro uapcrBa u [IpeBHero MpaHa B LieloM. ApXeono-
rMyecKue JaHHble Ha COBPEMEHHOM 3Talle MCCIeOBaHUS B psife CTyyaeB
NOATBEPAUIYM MpeJJiaraeMylo JIoKaau3aumio cTpaH [IpeBHero MpaHa u no-
MOT/IY YCTAaHOBUTh HEKOTOPbIE ACTEKTbI BaXKHbIX MCTOPUUECKUX COOBITHIA.



SUMMARY

The book surveys the history of the Median kingdom, the first Iranian
state founded in the first half of the 7th century B.C. which continued to
550 B.C., when the Median throne passed to the Achaemenid dynasty.

Our notion of the Median kingdom depends mainly upon the location of
the initial Median territory and the interpretation of the existing written
sources reflecting the principal stages of the Median history. These are the
two primary aims of the present study.

The reconstruction of the historical geography of North-West Iran in the
Neo-Assyrian period suggested in this work demonstrates that the lands
visited by the Assyrians occupied a vast area of the Iranian plateau. Some
of these countries were situated to the east of 48° E, though it is usually
accepted that their location only to the west of this line can be doubtless.
Principally important is the identity of the city name Sagbat/Sagbita of the
Assyrian texts and the Old Persian Ha"gmata(na) (Greek Ecbatana, Pers.
Hamadan). Along with the suggested by E.A. Grantovskij identification of
the Mount Bikni with the Demavend, the localization of Sagbat allows to
define the limits of Media from the Zagros Mountains in the West to the
Elburz and the Salt Desert (Dasht-i Kavir) in the East, up to 52-53° E. It al-
lows to reject many historical reconstructions basing upon the proposed by
L. Levine location of Media in the Zagros Mountains. Upon the location of
Media either in the Zagros Mountains or the Hamadan plain depends our
understanding of many features of its history, economy, daily life, culture
and art.

At the same time the historical and geographic survey of Media allows
to follow the development of the Assyrian military policy in the east in the
9th—7th centuries B.C., to see how it changed in connection with the Urar-
tian expansion to Iranian territories, which resulted in the forming of an
anti-Assyrian coalition.

In the present work we distinguish five principal stages of Median his-
tory.

1. An anti-Assyrian rebellion in Ancient Iran. The constant threat of an As-
syrian invasion to the lands of Ancient Iran brought forth the consolidation
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of anti-Assyrian powers and caused a rebellion of 672/671 B.C. Unofficial
Assyrian sources make us suggest that the coalition of the rebels (Mannae-
ans, Cimmerians, Medes) was directed by a Median leader Kashtariti. The
rebellion was successful. The significance and the results of the rebellion
were however underestimated by scholars, accepting that soon after it the
Medes were conquered by the Scythians, whose domination, according to
Herodotus, lasted for 28 years. At the same time Assyrian sources mention
Scythians in Ancient Iran only on the eve of the rebellion. It allows to reject
the theory of the presumed Scythian domination over Media.

2. The rise of Media and the beginning of its expansion. The development
of the political situation in the region at the end of the 660-s B.C. presumes
that after the anti-Assyrian rebellion in Media certain positive processes
took place bringing forth the consolidation of the country and the growth
of its power due to the conquest of several neighbouring smaller domin-
ions, first of all those along the Zagros part of the Great Khorasan Road. It
could radically change the balance of power in the region and make Media
ready for new conquests. Already by 660 B.C. Mannaean rulers worried by
the growth of Median power betrayed their former ally and formed a new
alliance with Assyria. Assyrian texts mention Cimmerians, also the former
members of the anti-Assyrian coalition, supporting the Mannaean case in
the 660-s. By the end of the 550-s Media remained the only anti-Assyrian
power in the region. Only to Media could be applied the archaic term Gu-
tium listed among the allies of the rebel Babylonian king Samas-Sum-ukin,
who rose against Assyria in 652 B.C. The participation of Media in this re-
bellion is symptomatic. It is possible to suggest that Media began to look for
new allies against Assyria. Though the first attempt turned unsuccessful, in
due time Babylonia became the ally of Media in their joint struggle against
Assyria.

The first major political achievement of Media was the conquest of the
Urartian kingdom which took place probably not earlier than the end of
the 640-s B.C. New Urartian texts and archaeological data make it possible
to suggest that in the 650-s B.C. the Urartian kingdom encountered a seri-
ous political crisis. It caused the desolation and neglect of towns and for-
tresses in the last years of Rusa Il not only on the borders but even in the
middle of Uratian territories, which testifies against the suggested foreign
invasion by the end of the 650-s. The civil war weakened Urartu and finally
led to its desintegration during the reign of its last two kings, Rusa III and
Sarduri III in the 640-s. Median king Phraortes took advantage of the situ-
ation and took part in the destruction and conquest of Urartu. There was
no other power at that time, besides Media, interested in the downfall of
Urartu and able to conquer it. In 609-608 B.C. ‘the land of Urashtu’ in Baby-
lonian chronicles was a purely geographical term. In the ‘Curse of Jeremiah’

286



Summary

in 594/3 B.C. (51:27) the name of Urartu is applied to one of the administra-
tive units within the Median kingdom.

The next acquisition of Phraortes became Persis, which is mentioned by
Herodotus; in one of the Babylonian inscriptions dating to the reign of Na-
bonides (middle of the 6th century B.C.) the submission of the Persians by
the Medes is also mentioned. It could not take place earlier than the 630-s.
After these conquests Media and Babylonia began to prepare for the war
which led to the destruction of Assyria.

The comparison of cuneiform texts and archaeological data with the evi-
dence provided by Herodotus makes possible to distinguish the second peri-
od in the history of Media, to suggest a new scheme for the Median dynasty
and to solve the Scythian problem. This period coincides with the reign of
Kashtariti (678-625), an outstanding Median ruler whom Herodotus knew
under the name of Phraortes. With the acquisition of Urartu this king began
the conquest of the Upper Asia, accomplished, according to Herodotus, in
the reign of his successor Cyaxares.

3. The alliance of Media and Babylonia in their war against Assyria. By the
end of Kashtariti’s reign a political alliance between Media and Babylonia,
which in 627 B.C. began a new struggle for independence and declared war
on Assyria, started to develop. It terminated in a treaty of 614 B.C. between
Cyaxares and Nabopolassar. The desintegration of Assyria into two rival
kingdoms of Assur and Nineveh at the beginning of the 620-s was to the
advantage of the allies. Although the first campaigns of the Medes against
Assyria are testified by the Babylonian sources only in 615 B.C., one can not
exclude the possibility of some actions in support of Nabopolassar in his
war with Assyria as early as the 620-s. The Babylonian chronicle describ-
ing the events of 625 and 623 B.C. does not mention the Medes (the text,
however, is not well preserved), though the actions of the Assyrians and of
some unknown adversary of theirs coincide with the description by Herodo-
tus of the last campaign of Phraortes and the events following it (I. 102). It
is evident that in this case Herodotus became familiar with some primary
source of information. He knew that Assyria was split into two parts, he is
aware that the Medes fought against Nin/Nineveh. Phraortes was killed in
the course of this campaign and his son took revenge on the same kingdom.
These events can be tentatively reconstructed on the evidence of the re-
cords of 625 and 623 B.C. The suggested earlier Scythian invasion (in the
capacity of the unknown enemy of the Chronicle) can be excluded.

The Babylonian war for independence took a long time. Only by 616/615
B.C. Nabopolassar gained control over the whole Babylonian territory and
invaded Assyria. In spite of all the efforts of the Babylonian king the re-
sults of this stage of the war were not impressive. Only by the autumn of
615 B.C., when Media entered the war, the events started to develop rapidly.
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The survey of the actions of the allies taken in 616-612 B.C., the evidence
of Ctesias and the interpretation by S. Zawadzki of the Gadd Chronicle dem-
onstrate that the leading role in the war belonged to Media. Several times it
saved Babylonia in desperate situations.

In 614 B.C. the Medes captured Assur. In 612 by the joint efforts of Cy-
axares and Nabopolassar Nineveh was destroyed, and the agony of the As-
syrian kingdom followed, which continued for the next seven years. The
essence of the last stage of the war was the struggle for “the Assyrian heri-
tage”, and its third participant was Egypt, the only Assyrian ally in this
war. In the course of all these years Media continued to support its ally. Al-
though gradually the leadership passed to energetic Babylonian king Nebu-
chadnezzar, there is no reason to underestimate the role of Media and to
deny it a considerable part of “the Assyrian heritage”, as it is sometimes
done in the recently published works.

4. The Median kingdom after the downfall of Assyrian Empire. The dis-
tinguished role of Media in the defeat of the Assyrians turned it into an
important factor of international politics, which allows to distinguish the
fourth period of its history. Due to its considerable territorial acquisitions
and its control over the Great Khorasan Road, one of the principal trade
routes of the Ancient East, as well as the trade routes through Iran and
Asia Minor, the Median kingdom gradually developed into an empire. In
that very quality it was considered by the Antique and Biblical authors
who defined the time of its domination between the Assyrian and the Per-
sian empires. Though there is no definite evidence that the process had
been accomplished, and the question of the Median Empire is still open,
the rapid development of the Achaemenid Empire suggests that the Medes
achieved quite a lot, and only the coup d’etat of 550 B.C. terminated their
progress.

The part of the Cimmerians and the Scythians in the history of Media
was significant in the 670-s B.C. The Cimmerians took active part in the an-
ti-Assyrian coalition directed by Kashtariti. On the eve of the rebellion they
fought the Assyrians side by side with the Scythians, though the last ones
took no part in the rebellion. In later times no influence of these Eurasian
nomads on the events in Media can be traced. All earlier arguments sup-
porting the theory of the Scythian domination over Media have been refut-
ed by recent investigations.

As for the Cimmerian and Scythian presence in Asia, in general it had
practically no significant influence on the history of the lands of the region.
The interpretation of the two texts enclosed — the letter of astrologist Ak-
kullanu of 657 B.C. and the story of Herodotus (1.105) of the Scythian inva-
sion of Palestine does not allow to view them as a definite prove of the Cim-
merian power as well as of the Scythian domination of Asia.
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The contradictions between the cuneiform texts and the evidence of
Greek historians lie in fact that they describe two distinct periods when
the Cimmerians and the Scythians were present in the lands of the An-
cient East. The military and political leadership of the Cimmerians in rela-
tion to the Scythians, as it is reflected in cuneiform texts before the 640-s
B.C. and testified by the Bible, is absent in Herodotus’ narrative. Herodotus
was aware of some of the events of ‘the last chapter’ of the history of these
peoples in Asia Minor, in which the principal part belonged to the so called
Scythians of Madius.

5. The end of the Median dynasty. Due to the coup d’etat of 550 B.C. a new
dynasty came to power in the Median state. The throne was occupied by the
ruler of a small vassal kingdom of Anshan in the south of the Median king-
dom — Cyrus Il the Achaemenid. Cyrus and his successors accomplished
the process started by the Medes — they created the Achaemenid Empire.
It was a continuation and at the same time a new stage in the development
of the Iranian state founded by the Median kings. The Iranian religion, art
and culture take roots in the Median period. Media was a cultural mediator
between the lands of the Ancient Near East and the Achaemenid state. The
Iranian state of the 7th—4th centuries B.C. can be considered as a Medio-
Persian.

The suggested solution of the problems considered here allows to under-
stand the important part played by the Median kingdom in the history of
the Ancient East. In spite of a comparatively short period of its domination,
the written sources studied in this work reflect its importance.
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