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Nelly Kozyreva 

SUMER AND AKKAD AS 1WO MODELS OF 
ARCHAIC SOCIETIES 

The opinion that the South (Sumer) and the North (Akkad) 

of Lower Mesopotamia went different ways of development 

in 3d millennium B. C. was firstly argued by I. J.Gelb on the 

evidence of writing, language and culture (Gelb 1981, 1992). 

P. Stainkeller was the first to show the differencies between 

two societies in details on the evidence of historical data 

(Steinkeller 1993). Some suggestions were expressed about the 

roots of such differences: ecology (Nissen 1988), religion 

(Renger 1995), mentality (Westenholz 1993). Later P. Stein

keller suggested «this variations is explained primarily by the 

ecology of the Mesopotamian plain. Additionaly, factors of 

history, religion and culture also were clearly at work». As he 

argued the roots of the southern system one finds at the 

beginning of the 4 millennium when sedentary population of 

agriculturalists lived there in villages or rural communities. The 

roots of northern system went back to a «semi-nomadic reality, 

characterized by the presence of a tribal organization, with the 

sheikh being a dominant political figure»(Steinkeller 1999). 

This point of view seems to be close to truth. It is quite 

possible however that these roots extend in such a distant past 

that they would never be found. Nevertheless some proposes 

may be suggested. 
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ACCHPHOJIOrHJI H EmDTOJIOrHJI Summaries 

Two types of societies coexisted in South Mesopotamia 
in 3 millennium B.C. probably corresponded to two different 
variants of ancient communities which passed from prehistory 
to state institutions: the first based on the principle of hierarchy 
and the second on the principle ofegaliterity. It is very difficult 
to find exact term to name these two types, conventionally 
they may be named as military-aristocracy (Akkad) and civil
administrative (Sumer). Ethnic characteristic features -
language, traditions or mentality - were the compound parts 

of each model but not their basic elements. 
The first model. Transition to state (territorial centralized 

states) through clan-tribal structures. The power - political 
and economic - was concentrated in the hands of the king 
and nobility. The institute of private property was highly 
developed and the possibilities existed for development of 
market economy. The social stratification was high and 
founded on origin and inheritance. The system with the so
called patriarchal relations where biological and social aspects 
of man or femine existence were completely combined and 
indivisible: certain roles were predestined for certain sex. The 
family as an enterprise to raise the next generation was an 
independent economic structure and the head of the family 
(husband, father, patriarch) had to take care of all the members 
of the family and supply them with necessary for life. The 
children bore their father's name. 

The second model. Transition to state (city-state) through 

egalitarian communal structures. Society consisted of some 
equal groups and the power passed from one group to another 
according the principle of rotation (bala). Temple estates were 
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ACCHPHOJIOI'JIJI H ErHilTOJIOI'JIJI Summaries 

the centers of economic and administrative organization, and 
institutions of common production and distribution were 
prevailing. The role of the family as an economic institute was 
insignificant because the communal structure took care at least 
formally about all the members of the society regardless of sex 
and age. Children till maturity were connected with mothers, 
and usually bore their mother's name. 

It must be taken into account that these models could 
not exist long in their pure condition. The structural changes 
began to appear as soon as one model met with the other. The 
earliest history of Mesopotamia perhaps presents the unique 
instance of coexisting of two such models, gradually developing 

into one, that we call Mesopotamian civilization. 
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