— NHCTUTYT BOCTOYHbIX pykonucen PAH / The Institute of Oriental Manuscripts, RAS -

GIOVANNI STARY
NICOLA DI COSMO ¢ TATIANA A.PANG ¢ ALESSANDRA POZZI

On the Tracks
of Manchu Culture

1644-1994

350 Years after the Conquest of Peking

1995
Harrassowitz Verlag - Wiesbaden

in Kommission

http://www.orientalstudies.ru



— NHCTUTYT BOCTOYHbIX pykonucen PAH / The Institute of Oriental Manuscripts, RAS -

Cover: Portrait of Nurhaci (Qing Taizu), 1559-1626.

Die Deutsche Bibliothek - CIP-Einhcitsaufnahme

On the tracks of Manchu culture : 1644-1994 , 350 ycars after
the conquest of Peking / Giovanni Stary ... - Wiesbaden :
Harrassowitz, 1995

ISBN 3-447-03694-X
NE: Stary, Giovanni

© By the authors

This work, including all of its parts, is protected by copyright.

Any use beyond the limits of copyrigth law without the permission
of the editors is forbidden and subject to penalty.

This applies particularly to reproductions, translations, microfilms
and storage and processing in electronic systems.

Manufactured by Imprimitur s.n.c. Padova.

Printed on permanent / durable paper.

Printed in Italy

ISBN 3-447-03694-X

http://www.orientalstudies.ru



— NHCTUTYT BOCTOYHbIX pykonucen PAH / The Institute of Oriental Manuscripts, RAS -

Contents

Preface . ot e e e e e e e e e VIl

PART ONE: The Manchus

1. Nurhaci's capitals and court residences . ........................ 1
2. Shenyang, the ancient "Mukden" ............. .. ... ... 16
3. Epigraphicmonuments . . ...... ... ... ... iiiiiiiiiiii 27
4. Imperial tombs in Manchuria ........... ... .. ... o it 41
5. Evidence of the "Sino-Manchu" culture ........................ 56
6. Some places of historical interest . .. ........... ... ... L 62
7. Manchu autonomy . ........ ...ttt e 71
8. The Manchu presencein Taiwan............ ... ... ... oo.n. 77
9. Some examples of commercialisation ............... .. .. ... 83
10. Manchu evidence outside China . .......... ... ... ... . ... 86
Map: The homeland of the Manchus ............................ 26

PART TWO: The Sibe People

1. A visit to Cabcal Sibe Autonomous County .................... 96
2. Celebrations on the "18th Day of the 4th Month"in 1991 .......... 103
3. Some historical places ........ ... .. .. .. i 105
4. The Sibe painter Heyer Singciyan ............. ... ... ..ot 109
5. Shaman ritual objects kept at Aisin Seri ............... ... ..... 113
6. A hidden treasure: the Niang-niang Temple of the Seventh Company 117
7. Some of the major contemporary representatives of Sibe cultural life 124

http://www.orientalstudies.ru



— NHCTUTYT BOCTOYHbIX pykonucen PAH / The Institute of Oriental Manuscripts, RAS -

Preface

The year 1994 marks the 350th anniversary of the conquest of Peking by
Manchu troops and the establishment of the Qing Dynasty on the throne of
the Chinese empire.

This date initiated the idea of publishing the photographic material we
had collected between 1988 and 1994. The primary purpose of this field
research was to record and to save what has come down to us and is still
extant today of the Manchu culture after some three hundred years of
intense contact with the Chinese world. There is, in fact, a danger that the
traces of Manchu presence in Chinese history could actually and definitively
disappear.

These days this danger is to be seen in the consequences of technological
progress (urbanisation and pollution). There is, too, a lack to be felt in
conservation and reconstruction skills, not to mention in the simple passing
on of such traces of Manchu culture that have stayed intact up to now, to the
next generation. This is greatly to be seen in some recent publications in the
field of Manchu historic and cultural remains. Although these are of a very
high scholarly level indeed and done with great accuracy of detail, what this
scholarship tends to concentrate on is all but exclusively the "Chinese
aspect” of Manchu reality. For example, for all the bilingual inscriptions,
only the Chinese text is referred to and the Manchu one left out. Since, for
the most part, this concerns inscriptions on steles, each one therefore unique
in itself and also exposed to wind and weather, it is not hard to realise how
vulnerable these are and what a threat there is to their survival. (On this
subject there is some excellent documentation, edited by Fu Bo § et al,,
Fushun diqu Qingqian yiji kaocha jishi 8 Bt B AW EH Z 2 # 8, Shenyang
1994, Liaoning renmin chubanshe, and Shenyang shi wenwu zhi & B & X #
&, Shenyang 1993, Shenyang chubanshe).

The great value of any photographic anthology leaps to the attention
when one thinks of similar works in the past, such as Naito Torajiro's } B
88 Zoho Manshu shashincho % 7# % M & &b (Kyoto 1935', Tokyo 1969° [vol.
6 of his Naito Konan zenshu 3 B ¥ % £ ¥, pp. 537-702]). In some cases his
work has been our guide to the very recognition of several particularly
interesting remains. Unfortunately, despite all our efforts, our search for
traces of the wonderful stele near Mardun (Naito no. 109), the lamaist
temple of Liaoyang (Naito no. 131-132), which today has disappeared to sight
under horticultural greenhouses, the "Imperial Temple" near Hetu Ala
(Naito no. 125-126) today represented by a solitary stele in the midst of
cultivated fields, and the "Tangse" shaman temple complexes in Shenyang
and Peking ("saved" in photographic form by Naito no. 51-56 and by
Ishibashi Ushio i 1& & # in his Peipin no shamankyo ni tsuiteds ¥ ) B % %
W T, Tokyo 1934) has turned out to be a fruitless one.

The fundamental monuments of the actual Sino-Manchu dynastic
culture, however, are still today well documented: one has only to take up
such publications as Palaces of the Forbidden City, by Yu Zhuoyun,
Hongkong, Viking, 1984 or Daily Life in the Forbidden City, by Wang Yi
et.al.,, Hong Kong, Viking, 1988, and - of particular value to the world of
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learning - the Jiujing daguan & R X 8, whose English title is Old Beijing in
Panorama (Beijing 1992, Renmin Zhongguo chubanshe), where, amidst
many a photographic jewel, we also find the Peking "Tangse" (tangzi & ¥)
on page 165 no. 324. (For a bibliography concerning 'Old China in
photographs' see Lionello Lanciotti, Vecchie foto di Cina, in "Cina" no. 24
(1993), pp. 171-173.)

Precious to say the least, but especially so for what it tells us about the
"Albazinians" - those descendents of the Russians who came to Peking after
disagreements with the Manchus at Albazin on the Amur in 1685 - is the
volume China in the series, "Caught in Time: Great Photographic
Archives," edited by Vitaly Naumkin, London 1993 (Garnet Publishing Ltd).

Last but not least the excellent work of Hosoya Yoshio #f 4 & %, Chugoku
tohokubu ni okeru Shincho no shiseki BRI BI1cB1+2E B ) £ B, Tokyo
1991, with its very precious sketches of ancient Manchu settlements, must be
mentioned.

That is why, with a few notable exceptions, we have intentionally skirted
the "classic" areas of "Sino-Manchu" culture, well conserved and easily
enough available elsewhere. Examples of these are the Imperial palaces of
Peking and Shenyang, the Imperial tombs, or the great temples and
architectural complexes of Chengde (Jehol). We have chosen rather to go
into the details, the unusual curiosities, in other words those testimonies,
tiny though they may be at times, that tend to escape notice. And in the case
of some inscriptions which, more than the others, risk definitive
destruction, we have transcribed the Manchu text.

Since this is an amateur photographic collection (except a few postcards
[PC] or other sources indicated) we feel it incumbent upon us to express all
our gratitude to those numerous Chinese scholars who helped us along the
way of our field research. The list is too long to include everyone by name,
but particular mention must be given to Professors Wang Zhonghan T §& &,
of the University of Nationalities of Peking (Minzu daxue, formerly Minzu
xueyuan), Xie Zhaohua # % % (Liaoning Academy of Social Sciences,
Shenyang), and to Jin Bingzhe £ ¥ 55and his wife He Yuxiu fJ % % (Institute
of Linguistics, Xinjiang Academy of Social Sciences, Urumqji).

With lasting gratitude and affection we should like to mention our
friends of the Sibe People in Chabchal. First of all, Messrs. G'ujinan 38 % 73,
Fuluntai § 8 X, (Chinese name: Guo Gensheng 3 1 %), Tacintai # ¥ X,
Zhonglu & &, Kicesan % # i, Getuken i 0t 5, Tunggeri X % 7, Heling & &,
Tong Yuquan & E £, but also many others too numerous to name here.

In Taipei precious help was constantly and generously given by Professor
Ch'en Chieh-hsien f# # % of the National Taiwan University and Mr. Kuang
Ting-ytian & [ & (Arbunsain Kunggur) of the "Manchu Association of
China".

We also recall with gratitude Professor Han-Woo Choi of Seoul for his
help with our research into the famous Samjeondo = @ Stele.

Our thanks go too to the curators and staff of the following museums for
having allowed us to take photographs on their premises and / or having in
fact supplied us with photographs of the objects of our research: The
Volkerkundemuseum of Berlin, under its then curator Dr. Peter Thiele, the
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Staatliches Museum fiir Volkerkunde in Munich (Dr. Bruno Richtsfeld), the
Heeresgeschichtliches Museum of Vienna, whose curator at the time was
Hofrat Dr. Kaindl, and the Kunstsammlung der Veste Coburg and its then

curator Dr. Kruse.

University of Venice, autumn 1994. Giovanni Stary
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