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BEIJING FOREIGN STUDIES UNIVERSITY
2 North Xisanhuan Avenue, Beijing, China, 100089
Tel: 0086-10-88816715

Fax: 0086-10-88810276
E-mail:ieco@bfsu.edu.cn

Congratulatory Letter

November 15,2018

Dear Director Irina Fedorovna Popova,

On hearing that this year is the 200th anniversary of the founding of the Institute of
Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian Academy of Sciences, and you will hold the
celebration at the end of November, on behalf of Beijing Foreign Studies University, I
would like to warmly congratulate the Institute and the Russian Academy of Sciences

and extend our sincere respect to Director Popova.

The Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian Academy of Sciences is an
important academic institution with outstanding global reputations. Starting from the
establishment of the Asiatic Museum in 1818 and under the efforts of several
generations of Russian governments and scholars for 200 years, it housed the most
extensive collections of manuscripts of oriental studies and early printed books in
Russia and one of the most collections in the world. Based on this, the rigorous and
in-depth research achievements of scholars in your institute have also attracted
international attention. Since 2000, the institute has taken a further step forward on
the basis of the long history. Especially in 2007, it became an independent institute
under the Russian Academy of Sciences. Under the leadership of Director Popova, the

contact between your institute and the international academic community, especially



the contact with China, has been further expanded and deepened. Director Popova
also received the highest academic title of Changjiang Distinguished Professor issued

by the Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China.

Our university and your institute share the common characteristic---multilingual. The
Institute of Oriental Manuscripts has a collection of oriental manuscripts
encompassing about 65 different languages of the world, including living and dead
languages, which is a valuable legacy of human culture. At present, Beijing Foreign
Studies University has taught as many as 98 kinds of languages. We have extensive
contacts with countries all over the world in terms of language and culture exchange
and we have achieved many important academic achievements in the field of oriental
studies. For example, General History of the Arab World and The History of Islamic
Culture, written by the late professor Na Zhong of BFSU, are not only the must-read
works to understand Arabic history and Islamic culture in the circle of Chinese
academics, but also enjoy high reputation in the Arabic region and international
academic circles. Since the cooperative agreement has been signed between our
university and your institute in 2015, the two sides have had frequent scholar
exchanges. I believe that in the future, the cooperation of both sides will be further

developed in the field of oriental studies and personnel training.

Many thanks for the warm invitation of Director Popova. Since the celebration time is
around the end of the year and because of various domestic and university affairs, I
am very sorry that I am unable to attend the 200th anniversary ceremony of the
Institute of Oriental Manuscripts. However, I hold that, on the basis of the continuous
and sound development of Sino-Russian friendly relations, we will have more and
more communications in scholar exchanges, student exchanges and academic
activities in the future. Beijing Foreign Studies University welcomes Director Popova,
scholars and students in your institute to our university for communications and

exchanges. I am looking forward to continuously expanding our cooperation.



Finally, I wish the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian Academy of

Sciences to achieve greater achievements of the development in the future.
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Sincerely,




BEIJING FOREIGN STUDIES UNIVERSITY

2 North Xisanhuan Avenue, Beijing, China, 100089
Tel: 0086-10-88816715
Fax: 0086-10-88810276
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