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The Hymn to Mahakala by Dpal rga lo from
an ancient Tibetan scroll kept at the IOM RAS

Alexander Zorin

At the collection of Tibetan block prints and manuscripts kept at the IOM RAS
there is an unique scroll probably originated from Khara Khoto that contains a number
of ritualistic texts on the cults of Mahakala and Vishnu Narasimha. The scroll may be
dated from late 12" to early 14™ century since it uses old Tibetan orthography, with
ya tags signs, and contains a text attributed to the famous Tibetan 12" century yogi
Dpal rga lo who contributed much to the spread of the cult of Mahakala in Tibet. In
my paper, I will briefly outline the contents of the scroll, characterize its first part,
containing texts on Mahakala, present my translation of the hymn to Mahakala by

Dpal rga lo and analyze its stylistics and religious meaning.

Mi la ras pa’s Buddhist philosophy as seen
through the collected works of sGam po pa

Atsuko WATANABE

The famous eleventh-century Tibetan yogin Mi la ras pa bZad pa’i rdo rje (1040-
1123/1052-1135) left no written records of his life or teaching. His songs and life
story were passed down orally, eventually to be written down in many different
versions. To understand his ideas, one must turn to the writings of his

" immediate and later disciples.

Mi la ras pa’s main disciple sGam po pa bSod nams rin chen ( 1079-1153) fused
the teaching of bKa’ gdams and Phyag rgya chen po via Mi la ras pa and laid the
foundation of bKa’ brgyud pa school. Here I elucidate one aspect of Mi la ras pa’s

Buddhist thought by analyzing related sections in the collected works of sGam po pa.
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