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Preface

The Kyoto National Museum and the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian Academy

of Sciences in Saint Petersburg proudly present On the Trails of Texts Along the Silk Road: The

Russian Expeditions Discovery of Manuscripts in Central Asia. The manuscripts excavated from the

‘ Western Regions of China, primarily Dunhuang, are said to number fifty thousand and belong

to four major collections in the world—respectively in China, the United Kingdom, France,
and Russia. About one hundred years ago, exploration parties from England, France, Germany,
: and Russia and the Otani expedition from Japan headed to Central Asia in search of these rare
‘; artifacts. The Russian collection belonging to the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian
l‘ Academy of Sciences has over twenty thousand works, including fragmentary segments, written
in classical Chinese, Tangut, Khotanese, Tokhari, and Sogdian, and is well known for its Buddhist
scriptures and rare texts from Dunhuang, Central Asia, and Khara Khoto.
Featuring approximately 150 exemplary hand-copied and printed manuscripts belonging to the
Institute, this special exhibition highlights documents discovered in Khotan, Kucha, Karashar,
Turfan, Dunhuang, and Khara-Khoto and dated to around the first to second century A.D. to the
wwelfth century A.D. This rare opportunity to view these historic works from the eternal Silk Road
‘ in Kyoto, which has played a major role in Dunhuangology—the field created to research one
f of the greatest twenty-century discoveries in the Humanities—also reflects upon the fascinating
differences in lettering, format, and writing style of the various manuscripts.

In closing, we express our gratitude to all those who made this exhibition possible.

July, 2009
Kyoto National Museum

The Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian Academy of Sciences
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Notes

* This catalogue accompanies the exhibition, On the Trail of Texts Along the Silk Road:
The Russian Expeditions Discovery of Manuscripts in Central Asia, held at the Kyoto
National Museum from July 14 to September 6, 2009.

* Exhibition organized by the Kyoto National Museum and the Institute of Oriental
Manuscripts of the Russian Academy of Sciences in Saint Petersburg.

* All exhibited works, except for one from the State Hermitage Museum, belong to the
Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

* Exhibition catalogue edited by Professor Tokio Takata of the Institute for Research in
Humanities, Kyoto University (Research member, Kyoto National Museum) and Eikei
Akao, curator of the Kyoto National Museum.

* Articles written by Director Irina Fedorovna Popova of the Institute of Oriental
Manuscripts, the Russian Academy of Sciences, and Professor Tokio Takata. Section
descriptions written by Eikei Akao.

* Description of works written by Kyoto National Museum curators Eikei Akao (A.E.)
and Yoshitoyo Ohara (0.Y.), and research members of the Institute for Research in
Humanities, Kyoto University, Tokio Takata (T.T.), Gao Qian (G.Q.), Masahiro Tsuji
(T.M.), Norihiro Matsuura (M.N.), Yu Xin (Y.X.), Noriyuki Fujii (F.N.), Tomoyuki
Nagata (N.T.), and Kazushi Iwao (I.K.). The author’s initials appear in the Japanese
order of surname first for each description after the respective entry.

* English text except titles in list works translated from the Japanese by Maya M. Hara.
* Photographic credits: all images provide by the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts, the
Russian Academy of Sciences, except for the work from the State Hermitage Museum.

« Catalogue entry numbers correspond to the exhibition labels but not necessarily to the

order of display in the exhibition. All measurements appear in centimeters.

chapre 1. Khotan

Khotan—now known as Hetian—was a prosperous ancient city located between the Yurungkash (White
Jade) and Karakash (Black Jade) rivers that run along the southern edge of Tarim Basin, in the southwest
of the Xinjiang-Uygur Autonomous Region. Called Yutian in ancient times in China, this kingdom served
as a strategic site along the southern route of the Western Region and prospered as a crossroad for China,
India, and Iran since the Han dynasty.

Visited by the Buddhist pilgrims Faxian (337-422) and Xuanzang (602-664), this place was called
Kustana in chapter twelve of his Great Tang Records on the Western Regions by the latter, who introduced
it as a land where Buddhism prospered. He wrote, “The Buddhist law is revered, and more than one
hundred temples and five thousand monks exist there. Many study and practice the teachings of Mahayana
Buddhism, and the king himself is a devout Buddhist.” Xuanzang also recorded several tales of this land—
the most famous tales being the legend of the sacred rats and the origins of the silkworm mouths.

The highlights from Khotan in this exhibit include: A segment of the Buddhist scripture Dhammapada,
hand copied onto the bark of white birch around the first to second century; a manuscript important not
only as one of the earliest Buddhist texts but in looking at the history of early books and codices. The
Kasyapa chapter of the Ratnakuta Sutra ()., Daihoshakukya; Ch., Da baoji jing), a scripture representing
the early Mahayana Buddhist teachings, written in the Brahmi script on papers like palm leaves. This work
has been dated to the seventh to eighth century, making it the world’s only Kasyapa chapter in Sanskrit
that is almost completely in tact. Other exemplary works include primarily Mahayana Buddhist scriptures
such as the Lotus Sutra (1., Hokekyé), the Parinirvana Sutra (Daihatsu nehangyo), and the Diamond Sutra
(Kongakyd), many of these written in Sanskrit, Gandhari, Khotanese, and Sogdian, on papers like palm

leaves.
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aaprer. 2 Kucha, Karashar, and Turfan

Kucha

Lying at the foot of the southern range of Mount Tianshan, north of the Tarim Basin, in the Xinjiang-
Uygur Autonomous Region, this oasis town once served as a major crossroad of East-West trade along the
northern edge of the Western Region. Burgeoning as the kingdom of Qiuci during the Han dynasty, chapter
one of the Great Tang Records on the Western Regions refers to Kucha as Quzhi and describes it as a place
where Buddhism flourished. The records indicate Kucha as having “over a hundred temples, more than
five thousand monks, and a place where the Sarvastivadin school of Theravada Buddhism was practiced
and the Buddhist teachings and precepts were modeled after India.” Kucha is renowned for the Thousand
Buddha Caves of Kizil in its outskirt and for being home to Kumarajiva, the illustrious translator of

Buddhist scriptures such as the Lotus Sutra and the Amitabha Sutra.

Karashar

This oasis town, now known as Yangqi in Chinese, was situated between Turfan and Kucha, near the
Turfan border. Chapter one of the Great Tang Records on the Western Regions referred to it as the kingdom
of Agni and described it as a land with “ten or more temples and over two thousand monks, where the
Sarvastivadin school of Theravada Buddhism was practiced and which abided by India for teachings in the
Buddhist scriptures and the precepts.” Three works, including a letter in Sogdian and a document in Uygur,

will be shown in this exhibition.

Turfan

Situated in the south of the Xinjiang-Uygur Autonomous Region in China, this ancient kingdom was
an oasis in the middle of the Turfan Depression. On its outskirts are the Jiaohe Ruins, the old palace of
Gaochang, and the Bezeklik Thousand Buddha Caves. The manuscripts excavated there include texts
written in classical Chinese, Uygur, and Sanskrit. Although most of these artifacts from the temple ruins
are fragmentary, these documents from the Western Region occupy an important role parallel to the

Dunhuang manuscripts.

Chapter. 3 Dunhuang

Known as a once-flourishing oasis town that served as an entryway from China to the Western Regions,
Dunhuang today is located in western Gansu Province in China. This city gained world renown in the
modern era through the discovery of the Dunhuang manuscripts. About one hundred years ago, exploration
parties from England, France, Germany, and Russia, and the Otani Expedition from Japan, headed to
Central Asia, primarily Dunhuang, to acquire numerous Buddhist scriptures and other cultural artifacts.
The Dunhuang manuscripts are among the greatest discoveries in the humanities in the 20th century and
are studied today in the field of Dunhuangology.

_ The documents excavated from the Western Regions are said to number more than fifty thousand works
in the world and belong to four major collections in China, the United Kingdom, France, and Russia.
The core of the Dunhuang manuscripts in the collection of the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the
Russian Academy of Sciences was acquired by the second expedition to Turkistan by Sergey Fyodorovich
Oldenburg (1863-1934) from 1914 to 1915 and numbers approximately 20,000 documents including
small fragments. Most of these artifacts consist of scriptures written in classical Chinese, and also include
the Chinese classics, prayers, ceremonial procedures, temple records, and literary works such as lectures
on scriptures and poem anthologies, which date from the fourth to eleventh century. There are also texts
written in Sogdian, Uygur, and Tibetan. These sources have played a large role not only in Buddhist

studies but also in fields such as Sinology and East Asian Studies.

Chapter. 4 Khara KhOtO

Khara Khoto, which means the “Black City” in Mongolian, was one of the central cities of the Western
Xia dynasty (1038-1227) built by the Tanguts at the southern end of the lower reaches of the Ejin River, in
an area approximately 800 kilometers northwest of present-day Yinchuan, the administrative center of the
Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region in China. During the Western Xia dynasty, the Tanguts fostered a culture
that was based on Buddhism by creating a unique character system, known as the Western Xia script, that
was similar to, though more complex than, kanji. The Western Xia script was used for general writing as
well as to transcribe voluminous sets of the Chinese classics and Buddhist scriptures. This language all but
disappeared when Genghis Khan (1162-1227) brought down the Western Xia dynasty, which had lasted
over 190 years.

In the early twentieth century, the Russian expedition rediscovered the culture and language of this lost
dynasty. Pyotr Kuzmich Koslov (1863-1935), who led the Mongol-Sichuan expedition from 1907 to 1909,
discovered Khara Khoto on the riverside of the Ejin in the Gobi Desert and obtained numerous cultural
artifacts. The Tangut-Chinese bilingual dictionary Fan-han heshi zhangzhongzhu and the book of Zhuangzi
annotated by Lu Huiqing (1032—1111) are the most renowned rare books of the over six thousand Western
Xia literary sources discovered in Central Asia by the Russian expedition, including Buddhist sutras and

texts written in the Western Xia script as well as classical Chinese books.
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Most of the works in this special exhibition come from the State Hermitage Museum
exhibition The Caves of a Thousand Buddhas: Russian Expeditions on the Silk Road, held
from December 2008 to April 2009, except for some twenty Chinese manuscripts from
the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian Academy of Sciences. Descriptions
of works by Professor Takata refer extensively to the Hermitage exhibition catalogue,
in which the following contributed: M.I. Vorobeva Desiatovskaia (Indo-Iranian); Lilia
Yusufzhanovna Tugusheva (Uygur); Evgenij Ivanovich Kychanov (Tangut); and Irina
Popova (classical Chinese). We, the editors of the Kyoto National Museum exhibition
catalogue, also acknowledge the invaluable views of Takao Moriyasu (M.T.) and
Georges-Jean Pinault (G.J.P.) in compiling our catalogue. Any errors, however, are

entirely ours. (A.E./T.T.)
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