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[MOSICHEHUE K KATAAOI'Y

Kartaror BbICTaBKM OPraHM3OBAaH IO TEPPUTOPMAABHOMY MPUHIUIY: MOCACAOBATEABHO
paccMaTpuBatotcs oasucel Ha Illeakosom myTi, or Xorana Ao meptsoro ropoaa Xapa-Xoro.
KaxAblit pa3AeA BKAIOYAET B Ce6si BBOAHbIE CTATHU, B KOTOPBIX ONMCHIBAETCA UCTOPUS POCCUICKUX
IKCHEeAMIMA, a TaKKe OCOOEHHOCTH MCKYCCTBA M MAMATHMKOB MUCbMEHHOCTH, TIPOUCXOAAMMX
U3 AAHHOM MECTHOCTH.

KartaroskHble CTaThit COAEPIKAT MHPOPMALMIO O BPEMEHU M MeCTe IPOM3BOACTBA (HAXOAKN)
BeuM, O ee mapameTpax (pasmep, MaTepuai, TEXHUKA), O MOCTYNACHUM B KOAAEKIMIO DpMUTaKA
u Mncturyra Boctounsix pykomuceit PAH.

PsiA mpOM3BeAEHMIT, KOTOPbIE ABAAIOTCA «TUIOBBIMU», OGBEAMHEHBl OGLMM KAaTaAOKHBIM
OTMCaHUEM.

Muorue TepMuHbBI, OTHOCAWMECS K cepe GYAAMIACKON PeAUTMHM, UCKYCCTBA LEHTPAALHO-
a3MaTCKOTO PErMOHa, NOACHAIOTCA B PAOCCAPVHM, PACTIOAOKEHHOM B KOHIIe KHUTH.

B kaproukax TMPUBOAATCHA CCHIAKM Ha NPEABIAYI[ME TYOAMKAlMM B COKPAIIEHHOM BUAE.

IToAHOe omMcanue U3AaHMI — B GuGAnOrpadmIeckom CrucKe.
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ApXuUB BOCTOKOBEAOB

Asuarckuit my3eii — VIHCTUTYT BOCTOYHBIX pyKOIMCeH
Poccuiickon akaaemmnn HayK

I'ocyaapcrBenHblif DpMuTask

Kypraa MunncrepcTsa HapOAHOTO IPOCBENIEHNS
Mya3eit aHTpOMOAOr¥HM ¥ ITHOTpadUM
Mouroao-CeryyaHbckas 9KCIeAUIMS
Monuroao-Tuberckas srcreAnLus

Canxr-Ilerep6yprekuit puanar Apxnsa
Poccuiickoit akapemun HayK

Pycckoe reorpaguieckoe 061mecTso

Pyccruit komureT ars udyuenus Cpeaneit u Boctounoit Asun

ITepsas Pycckrasa Typkecranckas sKCeAnms

Bropas Pycckas Typrecranckasi akcre AUIms

M. B. ITuompobexusi, U. . Ilonoba

BTOPAS BYAAMVICKAS BBICTABKA

Ora BpicTaBKa npuypodena k 190-aetuio Asmar-
CKOTO My3esi — IIEPBOTO B MUpPE YUPEIKACHUSA, CO3AAH-
HOTO CIELMAaABHO AASL XPAHEHUS ¥ U3YYEHUS BOCTOY-
HBIX PYKOIMCEN, U TPEACTaBASET NMyOAMKE CAABHBINA
ONBIT OAHOTO U3 ITANOB OTEYECTBEHHOTO BOCTOKO-
Bepenna. Bee Havanroch ¢ «60ABIOIN UTPBIY. YYeHbIe
M «Kak Obl yYeHbIE» MHOTMX CTPaH C Pa3HBIX CTOPOH
HayaAu npoHukath B lleHrparpHylo Asmio u cTa-
AM CBOETO POAA aBaHTapAOM B Pa3rOpeBLIEMCH TaM
nosxe conepunyectse Poccun n BeankoGpuranum.
Kasxkpast u3 9TMX AepsKaB CTPEMMAACH YCUAUTH CBOE
BAHAINE B MAAOUSBECTHBIX, HO TeOTPadUICCKIU U CTPaA-
TErM4ecky Ba>KHBIX M MUCTHUYECKM IPHBAEKATEABHBIX
o6aacTax. AKTMBHO IIPOBOAMBIIASCS BOCHHAS U IIOAN-
THYECKaf pa3BeAKa HEM3MEHHO COMPOBOXKAAAACD I€0-
rpapuueCcKUMM U aPXEOAOTHIECKUMI Pa3bICKAHMIMM.

W oHu 0YeHb GBICTPO mepecTarn OBITh IPUKPBI-
THeM. DBbiAM caeraHBI OTKpPBITHA, CTOAL HEOXM-
AaHHbBIE ¥ Ba’KHbIE, YTO OHM 3ATMHUAKM PE3YABTATHI
NOAUTHYECKON GOpPBOBI, TeM 6OAee YTO MOCAEAHMX
6bIAO MEHbIIE, YeM Hay4HbIX. B KaKo#-TO MOMEHT
Hay4HOE COPEBHOBAHME CTAaAO CTOAb K€ BaKHBIM
¥ MHTEPECHBIM, KaK U MOAUTHYECKOe. B «urpy» oxa-
3aAMCh BOBAEYEHHBIMM MHOTHME CTPaHbl Mupa. JTo
6BIA «3MMYECKUIL», O BBIPASKEHUIO BEAMKOTO MyTe-
mecrsennnka H. M. IIpxkeBaabckoro, mepuoa B uay-
vennu Lenrparsnoit Asun.

MccaepoBanust poccuitckux akcneanuuit B Llent-
paabnoit Asuu B konne XIX — Hayare XX B. ocTaBuAn
B MMPOBOM MCTOPHM BHIAQIOIMIACS CAeA. VIMy 6bian nio-
AOJKEHBI Ha KapTy THICSYM KUAOMETPOB HEM3BEAAHHbIX
3eMeAb — HENPOXOAMMBIX IOp M 6eCKpPaiHMUX MyCThIHb.
9ra pabora chirpara pewamuyio poas B hopmuposa-
HUM TPaHMI] TOCYAAPCTB PErMOHa, a Pe3yAbTaTbl MUC-
TOPMKO-3THOIPahnIeCcKMx HaOAIOAEHMI POCCHICKUX
YYEHBIX ¥ ITO CeJf AeHb B 3HAYMTEABHON CTeIIeHN Onpe-

AGASIOT MOAXOA K npo6aemam Lenrpaasroit Asun.

Pycckue yyensle ¥ myTemecTBEHHUKM MepPBbI-
MM OTKPBIAM MMPY CAEAbI YWEANMX IMBMAM3ALUI
" HapoAoB. OGHApYIKEHHbIE UMM TIAMATHUKY MHUCh-
MEHHOJ KYABTYPBI M MCKYCCTBA IPUBEAN K CEHCAI[M~
OHHOMY OTKPBITUIO MEPTBBIX SI3bIKOB, BEPHYAM He-
AOBe4eCTBY MaMATh O AABHO 3a0bITHIX TOCYAapPCTBAX
u HapoAax. baaroaaps maTepuaram, AOCTaBAEHHBIM
IKCHEAMIMAMM U3 (Iemep Teicadn GyAA», KOTOpble
6bIANM HaMACHDBI B 3a6POMIEHHBIX XPaMax M 3aTepsiH-
HBIX B IeCKaX TOPOAAX, HIaT 3a IWaroM BOCCO3AaBa-
Aach MCTOPHUA M KYABTYpPA IOYTH ABYX ThICTYEAETHN
MHOTOS3BIKOTO MM 3THUMYCCKU HECTPOI‘O pernoﬂa.
B Poccuio 6biaym mpuBe3eHbl COTHM O6HAPYIKEHHBIX
MUCCAEAOBATEASMHU PYKOIMNCEH, MeyaTHbIX M3AAHWUA,
MaMATHUKOB MCKYCCTBA.

Poccuiickas mpakTika — apxeoAOrudecKas, reo-
rpaduyeckas, NIOAUTHYECKAS — OMMPAAACH HA OYEHb
cepre3Hplf (DYHAAMEHT DPYCCKMX aKaAeMUIECKUX
MCCAEAOBaHMIl, B YACTHOCTH OYAAOAOTHYECKUX, KO-
TOpble O3AHEE cTaAu npuopuretTHsiMu. OTKpbITHE
6yaamiickux namaTankoB llenrpaabnoit Asum BO-
IAOTHAO B 3KM3Hb AABHIOIO MEYTY OTEYeCTBEHHO! HAY -
KM — NPOBOAUTH IIOAEBbIE MCCAEAOBAHMA B OYAAMIA-
ckom mupe. He cayuaitno cumBoamdeckon purypoi
PYCCKMX MCCAEAOBaHMI TaM CTaA BEAMKHHA PYCCKMI
urAoror U 6yaporor Cepreit @epoposnd OabaeH-
6ypr, MHOTOAETHMI AUPEKTOD A3MATCKOTO My3es
1t MlHcTuTyTa BOCTOKOBEAEHMS, TAaBa ABYX Pycckux
TyprecTaHCKMX IKCIIEAUIIHIA.

AoOGbiThIe MaTepuaAbl CTaAM OCHOBOM M CTHUMY-
AOM AASL BOCTOKOBEAHBIX MCCAEAOBAHMI Ha MHOTHE
aAecaruaeTusi. POAMAKCD 1jeAble IUKOABL ¥ HAYIHbIE Ha-
npaBAeHMA, OTKPBIAMCh HE TOABKO HOBBIE TEKCThI, HO
u neAble nuBuAK3anuu. Mup craa 6oaree mHoromep-
HbIM, a My3€1, 060raleHHbIe BHYIIUTEAbHbIMM TAMAT-
HUKaMy 6YAAMIICKOTO MCKYCCTBA, CMOrAY 6oAee IHOA-

HO NPEeACTAaBUTh KYABTYPY Y€AOBEYECTBA.



10 M. B. ITuorposckui, Y. @. [Tonosa

Aduiua Mepoit 6YAANACKOR BbICTaBKN

Hayunble OTRPBITHS M HOBbIe OOL[EKYABTYDHBIE
HAaCTPOEHNS B 00IeCTBe CTUMYAMPOBAAK BCIIAECK WIN-
poxoro uHTepeca kK 6yaansmy B Poceuu. To, uro Ha-
yuHaAoCk moBecThi0 CenkoBckoro «IToxoskaeHus oa-
HO¥ PEBMIKCKOM AYIIN », YBEHYAAOCH CTPOUTEALCTBOM
B Ilerepbypre yHMKaABHOTO OYAAMIICKOTO Xpama u,
KOHe4HO Xe, ITepBoit 6yaamitckoit BeicTaBkoit 1919 r.
B ITerporpaae. CBsiljeHHbIMM papuTETaMy CTAAK Ma-
AEeHbKME KHUKEYKM, TAE YK€ MMEHA aBTOPOB 3BydYaT
ruMHOM pycckoit Hayke: Oapaen6ypr, llep6arckoit,
Baaaumnpuos, Pozen6epr.

TTokoAeHMSI TOCAE HUX MOCBATUAM KU3HU CBOU
M3Y4YEeHNIO 3TUX MaTepuaroB. IIoKoAeHMs mMoArydarn
PaAOCTh MCCAEAOBAHUA M CAABY MePBOOTKPBIBATEAEIH.
Hawa crpana crara oOmenpu3HaHHbIM [EHTPOM U3y~
qeHus OyAAMICKON KyAbTYpbL. Bpin0 Ha Yem peraTh
OTKPBITHS M PEKOHCTPYUPOBATH LI€ABIE KYABTYPBIL.

Koraa-ro OAbAeHOYpTr MedTaA O 3aAYMAHHON UM
6OABIION, HO TaK ¥ He COCTOSBLIEHCS IPHU €TI0 KUIHI
BBICTAaBKE BCEX MATEPUAAOB, IPUBE3EHHBIX PYCCKUMM
skcneannuamu. «Kak Baskuo 6yaer, Hanpumep, — mn-
caa oH B rasere ,AenunHrpasckas npaBaa“ 27 anpeas
1927 1y =

TaﬁCKy}O NNUChbMEHHOCTb M KHUJKHOCTD, ITIOKAa3aTh TY

HOKa3aTh M OOBACHUTL HA BBICTABKE KM-

M3yMUTEABHYI0 paboTy, KOTOPYIO NMPOAEAAA 3AeCh

YeAOBedYeCKIUM yMm. Mmuorue an 3HAaKWwT, 4TO M306PETC-

; $9719

HMe NOABVIKHBIX mpudTOB, KOTopoe EBpona npunmu-
cpiBaAa cebe ¥ CBsi3aAa BMECTE C KHUTOMEYaTaAHMEM
c umenem ['yrrenbepra, AasHo 65140 ussectHo Kurao
¥ UCIPOGOBAHO UM ¥ OCTABAEHO KaK MeHee yAOOHOe
IO YCAOBMAM BPEMEHM M IPOM3BOACTBA. <...> Beap
HEKOTOpbIe TOABKO 3HAIOT TO OTPOMHOE KYABTYpPHOE
3HAaYeHue TOPTrOBAM LIEAKOM M 3HAMEHMTOM CTApOi
AODPOTH 3TOM TOPrOBAM 4pe3 BCIO A3MIO, C BOCTOKA Ha
3anaa, Ao Acdpuknu u Esponsl. Beab koraa-ro smecre
C WEAKOBBIMM KapaBaHAMM WIAO KYABTYPHOE BAMSIHNE
Kuras na 3anaa u o6parHo, o TOoMy 3Ke myTH, 3a-
najpHoe BAMsHUE — Ha Kurain».

AAsi TOro 4TO6BI MOATOTOBUTE BBICTABKY, O KO-
tropoit meyrar C. @. OapaeHOYpr u KOTOpas IOKa-
JKeT BO BCe#l MOAHOTE NaMATHUKM MUChMEHHOCTH
M UCKYCCTBA, AOCTABAEHHBIE POCCUIACKMMMU IKCIICAU-
unamu u3 Lenrparsuoit Asnn, TOHaAOGMAOCH TOYTH
CTO AeT HempPePBIBHOM PaGOTHI PeCTaBPATOPOB U y4e-
HBIX-BOCTOKOBEAOB.

Ceroans Mbl, IHCTUTYT BOCTO4HBIX pyKOmMCe (Ha-
caepnnk Asuarckoro mysesi) u [ocyaaperBennsii Dp-
MHUTaX, IPEACTABASEM TO, 4YTO MOKHO Ha3BaTh Bropoit
GYAAMICKOJ BBICTABKOI: Hauly AaHb NMAMATH BEAMKUM
IpeALIeCTBEHHMKAM M HAlll OTYET O TOM, YTO MOKOACHMUS
YUeHbIX cAeAaiu ¢ ux Hacaepmem. Hapeemcs, uro sra

BBICTABKA OKAJKETCA AOCTOﬁHOﬁ UX BEAUMKUX TPYAOB.




. ®. IHonoba, K. . Camocrox

O KOAAEKIMSX M BBICTABKE

Cospemennblit CunbL3sH-YIArypCKMil aBTOHOM-
HbIIA payioH, crasmuit Teppuropueit Kuras 8 XVIII B.,
B CTApPMHHBIX KMTANCKMX XPOHMKax umeHoBarcs Cu
10U, 3amaAHbI Kpa, a Mo3Ke CTaA Ha3piBaThCA Cuny-
y3an, Hosas rpanuna. B Poccun atu 3eMAn n3paBHa
6b1A1 n3BecTHbI Kak Bocrounsiit Typrecran.

JVImenno yepe3s atu Geckpaitane npoctopsl Llent-
paAbHOM A3uu B ADEBHOCTM ¥ B CpEAHME BeKa IIPOAe-
raa Tak HasbiBaemslit Beaukuit Illeakossiit myTs (370
Ha3BaHue AaA emy B 1877 r. memernkuit reorpac Kapa
¢hou Puxtroden), cassiBaBumit crpansl Bocrounoit
Aszun ¢ Espomoit.

B cepeanne XIX B. 9T 3eMAM IpUBAEKAM BHU-
MaHye MHOTOYMCAEHHBIX JCCAEAOBaTeAei M myTe-
IIECTBEHHMKOB, ¥ B MOCACAYIOIME AeCATUAETUS TaM
pa6oraim poccuiickue, 3aaAHOEBPOIENCKNE ¥ a3u-
aTcKme aKcmeAnuuu. B ux xoae 6biam OOGHapysKeHa
cBOeoOpasHas KyAbTypa, aOCOAIOTHO HEM3BECTHASA
¥ NOHAYaAy MaAONOHATHAA: pa3BaAMHBI KYAbTOBBIX
COOPYKeHM, (PparMeHTbl CKYABITYPBI ¥ HACTEHHBIX
pocmuceit, KyAbTOBasi yTBApb, PYKOMMCHbIE ¥ CTAPO-
mevaTHbIe KHUTH. ..

Kak swiscaumroce mospnee, Ao XI B. Haceae-
HME ITUX 3€MeAb [PEeMMYI[eCTBEHHO WMCIOBEAOBa-
A0 GyAAM3M, 3aT€M 3A€Ch PAaCIPOCTPAHMACA MCAAM.
CreHbl INeuEPHBIX XPaMOB IIOKPBIBAAM POCIMCH,
n3o6pakapume MHOJKECTBO — ThICAYM OyAA, UYTO
CBA3aHO C yYeHMEM MaxasfHbl, BHIABMHYBHIMM WUACIO
O MHOJKECTBEHHOCTH 6YAA INPOLIAOTO, HACTOSAIIETO U
GyAYLIETO ¥ O TOM, YTO B Ka)KAOM JKMBOM CYIIECTBe
3aA03KeHa IpupoAa 6yAAbL AoATOe BpeMs eBPOIENIIbI
OTOJKAECTBASIAM KUTAMCKOe Ha3BaHme yaHb-o-0yH,
«memepsl ThICAIM GYAA», TOABKO C TeljePHbIM MOHAC-

ThipeM 6An3 ropoaa Ayssxyan (nposunnus Iamscy,

Kurait). OpAHaKO 3TO Ha3BaHMe KaK POAOBOE IPHAA-
raeTca K AIOObIM OYAAMICKMM MEL[ePHBIM KOMIIAEK-
caM C POCHMCSAMM 1 CTATysIMU. TaKkue Xpambl UMEIOTCS
BO MHOTUX MecTax Kuras.

Ha BpicTaBKe NpeACTaBAEHBI pPa3HOOOpa3HbIE
MaTepMaAbl, KOTOpble NPHUBE3AM DPYCCKME MCCAE-
aoBatean IlenTparbHoit Asum: cTeHHBIE pocCHUCH,
CKYABNTYpPBI, KCHAOTPadbl, AOKYMEHTbI IKCIEAU-
uni, dorTorpacdunu, akBapeAbHbIe KOIMM M KAABKM
pocmuceit, 4epTeXRM 1 KapThl, a TAKKe PYKOIUCH HA
Pa3AMYHBIX JKMBBIX M MEPTBBIX BOCTOYHBIX SI3BIKAX.
MHorye 3KCIOHAThI IPEACTaBAEHbI BHUMAHUIO Iy 6-
AJIKV BIIEDBBIE.

B Opmuraxk orpomHas KOAAEKLMA IPOU3BEAe-
HMI MCKYCCTBA, TPOMCXOAUBIIMX M3 PA3HBIX KYABTY -
HbIX 1eHTpOB BAOAB IlleakoBoro myTn (OKOAO AecsaTH
THICAY IPEAMETOB), XPAaHMBIIASCA NEPBOHAYAABHO
B My3see antpomororny u sTHOrpaduu, mOCTyNMAA
B 1930-x rr. Teneps, cnycTsi CTO C AUMIHMM AET TIOCAE
HayaAa leAeHanpaBAeHHbIX uccaepoBannii Llenrpans-
HOJ A31y, KOTAA CTaA M3BECTEH COCTAB AHAAOTUIHBIX
3apy6esKHBIX COOpaHMil, OYEBUAHO, YTO B IPMUTAK-
HOM KOAACKIMM MMEIOTCH YPe3BbIYaiiHO MHTEPEeCHbIe,
a MOpOW M YHMKAaAbHbIE 0OPa3Lbl NaMITHUKOB N306-
pasuTeApHOro MckyccrBa u3 Xorana u Kyuam, Kapa-
wapa u Typdana, Ayusxyana n Xapa-Xoro. Mx usy-
4eHMe, HavyaBlIeecs eABa AM HE C MOMEHTA OTKPBITHS,
IPOAOAIKAETCS W IO Ce¥i ACHB.

ITaMATHMKY TUCBMEHHOM KYABTYPBI, IPOMCXOAS -
e U3 TOro 3Ke PErnoHa, nepeAaBaAnch B Asuatckuit
my3eit. B 1930 r. on 6bia peoprann3osan B MucTuTyT
BOCTOKOBeAeHus, u B 1951 r. ero nepesean B Mocksy.
OcraBumnitcss B Aennurpaae ¢puanan nocae psaa pe-

opraunzanuit u nepenmenosanuit 8 2007 r. 6514 mpe-
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06pa3osa B VIHCTUTYT BOCTOYHbBIX PYKOMUCEH PAH.
FEro oCHOBHO! 3ajadeil MO-IPEXKHEMY ABASETCH MC-
CAeAOBaHME MUChMEHHBIX aMATHHKOB BocToka.

B nacrosimee BpeMsi KOAAEKIMSA MHCTUTYTa CO-
AEpKHT OKOAO CTA THICAY PYKONMCEH U CTaponeyar-
HBIX KHMT HA MECTUAECATH NATH SKMBBIX M MEPTBBIX
BOCTOUHBIX s3bIKaX. DTO coOpanue, KpynHeiiuee B Ha-
weit CTpaHe 1 OAHO U3 ABYX-TpeX HanGoAee 3HAINMBIX

B MUpe, ABAAETCA YHMUKAAbHBIM SBAE€HUEM B OTe4yecCT-

BeHHOI KyAbType. OHO CO3AQHO YCHAMAMM MHOTUX
nokoAeHudt rpaskaas Poccun — yueHbIX, AMIAOMATOB,
rOCyAapCTBEHHBIX AesITeACH, MELEHATOB.

Hama BsicTaBka, npuypodenHas kK 190-aermio
Asnarckoro Mysest — VIHCTUTYTa BOCTOYHBIX PYKOIM-
ceit PAH, sBAfieTCA AQHBIO TAMATH BBIAAIOMMMCA Ty~
TeleCTBEHHUKAM 1 Y4EHBIM, BEPHYBIINM MUPY 3HAHUSA
0 APEBHUX [MBMAM3ATMAX, HAPOAAX M A3BIKAX OGIIMP-

Horo mpocrpascTsa EBpasun.
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SUMMARY

The Caves of One Thousand Buddhas. Russian
Expeditions along the Silk Route exhibition is
dedicated to 190 years of the Asiatic Museum, the
first specialized institution for Oriental studies in the
world (now, The Institute of Oriental Manuscripts,
Russian Academy of Sciences). The Museum was
established in 1818 in St. Petersburg, specially for
the keeping of and research into Oriental books and
manuscripts, which were in the centre of scholars’
interests in the 19th century. An important source
in the formation of the Museum collection that
grew considerably in the late-nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries was numerous Russian
expeditions organized by the Academy of Sciences,
the Imperial Geographic Society and the Russian
General Headquarters, for the exploration of the
vast Central Asian territories. The latter, known
in Russia as East Turkestan, became part of China
in the eighteenth century (now, Xinjiang-Uygur
autonomous region).

In the ancient and medieval times, a caravan
route went across the deserts and oases of
these immense territories. In 1877, the German
geographer Karlvon Richthofen called it the ‘Great
Silk Route’. It started near the walls of north-
western China, went across the deserts and oases
of East Turkestan, via Pamir passes into Iran and
Central Asia, and then farther west. In addition to
being used for the East — West trade, this caravan
route served as an important conductor of various
cultural values, religious beliefs, writing, and
artistic traditions.

The Russian expeditions of the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries were the first to

reveal to the world the traces of extinct peoples
and civilizations, as well as the specimens of written
cultures hitherto unknown. This, in turn, led to a
sensational discovery of some dead languages and,
through them, races and states long forgotten.
Owing to the materials the expeditions brought
from the Caves of One Thousand Buddhas, which
they had discovered in the abandoned temples and
cities lost in the sands, the almost two thousand
years’ history and the culture of the multilingual and
ethnically heterogeneous region were reconstructed
step by step. Hundreds of manuscripts and printed
texts, as well as murals, silk, canvas and paper
icons, and sculptures were delivered to Russia.
The manuscripts and xylographs were given to the
Asiatic Museum; the objects of art were kept in the
Museum of Anthropology until the early 1930s, to
be transferred to the Hermitage thereafter.

Besides the Russian expeditions, numerous
expeditions from many countries in Europe and
Asia came to explore those regions. Manuscripts,
paintings and sculptures, as well as archaeological
materials, documents, photographs and tracings,
relating to the finds in the areas along the Silk
Route, make up huge collections preserved in the
British Museum and the British Library, The Guimet
Museum (Paris), Museum of Indian Art (Berlin), the
National Museums of Tokyo and Seoul, and many
other museums of lesser significance.

It so happened that after World War II, a part
of the German collection of the expedition of the
renowned explorer of Central Asia, Albert Griinwedel,
found itself in the Soviet Union. Some of the items of
this collection are in the Hermitage today.

The murals, sculptures and archaeological
finds from Central Asia are on permanent display in
the rooms of the Hermitage Oriental Department.
But the expedition documents, photographs,
watercolours after and tracings of murals, plans,
and maps — all of tremendous interest — have never
been shown to the public. Nor have the priceless
manuscripts.

Now, two most important cultural institutions
of St. Petersburg, the Institute of Oriental
Manuscripts and the State Hermitage Museum, have
united their effort to show to the public, practically
for the first time, materials characterizing en bloc
this immense Central Asian region, its culture and
art. The spectators will be able to see the wealth and

variety of the wonderful collections accumulated
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by outstanding Russian scholars, travellers and
diplomats, e. g. Dmitry Klementz, Pyotr Kozlov,
Nikolay Krotkov, Nikolay Petrovsky, Sergey
Oldenburg, Vasily Radloff, etc. The exhibits, some
of them truly unique, representing a single extant
manuscript or painting, from Khotan, Kucha,
Karashar, Turfan, Dunhuang and Khara-Khoto, will
tell about extinct races and forgotten states, their
cultures having been formed under the influence
of the world around them, viz. India and Iran,
Tibet and China. The exhibition includes several
murals from the German collection, restored at the
Hermitage, which have supplied certain subjects
to the Hermitage painting collection, otherwise

incomplete, thus giving a better idea of the cultures
of the Silk Route oases.
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