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Jloporue apy3bs!

Caukr-IleTepGypr BOMCTUHY CUHTAETCH COKPOBUILHM-
el MHUpPOBOU KyJbTypbl. 1 9To HE TO/IBKO moTomy, 4TO
B COOPY:KEHHH W PasBUTHM 9TOTO FOPOIA NPUHUMAIN yIa-
CTHE [MpE/ICTABUTEIM PA3HBIX CTpaH, HALMOHAIbHOCTEN
u Koudeccun. Bo3aRMTHYTBIM 1A MECTE, Ka3aaoch Obl,
HEMPHTOTHOM 15 JKU3HHU, OH, BOTIPCKH BCEMYy, MPEICTABIIA-
eT codol YHUKA/IbHOE ABJCHHC. 1o ropoji, KYyJa M3 pa3HbIX
CTPaH CBO3MIL JOCTUKCHUA HAYKH, KYJIbTyphi, 4CA0BEUC-
CKOro Ayxa W peaurnit. B cranosaenun Cankr-TletepSypra
NPUHHUMANY YUaCTHE U €BPEH — OT CKPOMHLIX peMeC/IeHHK -
KOB /10 BBLJAIOUMXCS YUCHBIX, I09TOB H PARBUHOB.

Koraa 8 npegasepuu 300-1etia Cankr-TletepGypra es-
pefickas ofLHa JyMaia O TOM, KaKoil OJapoK OHA MOMET
C/leJ1aTh HAHICMY ropoy, ObLJIO PELIEHO, YTO CaMbIM JTyqIIHM
BKJQ/OM B NPa3JHOBAHUC 10611€A KYJIbTYPHOH CTOAULLbI
Poccun Gyaer uzgaHue atoro ansboma — «MabpanHble
KEMUYKMHBDY, — B KOTOPOM MNPEJACTAB/IEHLI YHUKA/IbHbIE
€BpPEViCKHE APEBHOCTH M3 cobpanuil 6LauoTek n Mysces
Catirr-Tlerepbypra.

Yem aAyunic Mbl MOMHUM NPOWAOE, TCM yBepeHHEE Hallle
6y1ywee. Topa ropoput Ham: «[loMHH guu apemnocTw,
NOMMHU FOJB! BCEX TIOKOAEHHUH, CIIPOCH OTHaA TROCTO, Y CKa-
’KeT oH Tebe, crapues TBOHX, M OHW crakyT Tebey
(Bropozakouue 32,7).

Hauwa obunna TOPAUTCA TEM, YTO UMeHyo B Cankr-Tle-
TepOypre XpaHATCs 11€PBble MEYaTHLIE W3janus Bubauw,
CTAPHHHbIE CBUTKH U MAHYCKPUIITbl, KHATH U JOKYMEHTbI.
Mmerito B atMocdepe BEPOTEPIUMOCTH, MHOTOIETHETO CO-
CYIICCTBOBAHUA JI0AEH B MHOTOHALMOHAIBHOM TOPO/IC CTd-
10 BO3MOYKHBIM COXPAHUTb 3TO KY/bTYPHOE Hac/IeiUe.
Korja Mbl gyMaeM o TOM, KdK JOHECTI 9Ty GOraTtcTsa A0
CASYIOMWMX MOKOJIEHUI, MBI ITOMOTACM PelnTh TJIaBHYIO
1 /1t OOLIHHBL, M /17151 FOPOAA, M AR CTPAHL 3a7at1y: HE 3a-
ObIBaf JOCTHIKEHUIT MPEJKOB, CO31dBaTh HOBOE U NEPeJa-
BATH BCE 11AKOTLIEHHOE HAUIMM [IOTOMKAM.

Ml oueHb pajpl, 4ro apTop Kauru Cemen fxkepcon cy-
ME BOTJIOTHTb B YKH3Hb 3TOT MAcITabHLI npoeKkT. Mbl
XOTHUM I']()(’).’lal‘O,lapI/ITb BCEX, KTO COXPali1 3TH BulAAIOLLE-
€A NAMATHUKM AJ HAC W HALNX NOTOMKOB, & TaKiKe Tex,
KTO y4acTBOBA1 B CO3JaHMM 3TOH KHHTU: COTPYAIHKOB
Poccuiickol HalnoHa bHOI dubanoTekn, Cankt-Ilerep-
oyprekoro dusmana MHCTUTYTa BOCTOKOBeicHus Poccuii-
CKOI AKajcMuM HayK, ['ocy1apcTBeHHONO My3es HCTOPHUH
peauruu v Poccniickoro aTHOTpadnieckoro mysest.

C HaMAYHIIUMHA TTOKEAAHUAMU BCCM ‘IHTATENAM B 1001~
ACHHBICT O,

[1aBHbBIT paBBUH
Cankr-Tlerepdyprekoii
€BPEHCKON PETUTHO3HOM
OOLMHBL
M.-M. [1eesnep

[Mpeacesaten
Canxr-Tlerepdyprexont
€BPEeICKON peIMrHo3HON
00uM1bE
M. ,Zl Fl)yp/dl)z

Dear friends!

St. Petersburg is regarded as a true treasure of world cul-
ture. This is due to a wide representation of different coun-
tries, nations and religions which took part in its erection and
existence. This is a city which is famous for it's achievements
in science, culture, human spirit and religion. From the
beginning, Jews have participated in the formation of
St. Petersburg—from craftsmen to prominent scientists,
poets and rabbis all have contributed to this magnificent city.

As we celebrate the 300th anniversary of St. Petershurg,
we at the Jewish community decided what better gift to
present to the city, then the publication of this album—
“Selected Pearls”—where unique Jewish antiquities from the
collections of libraries and museums of St. Petersburg are
represented.

The Torah teffs us, “Remember the ofd days, understand
the years of all generations, ask your father, and he will tell
you, your ¢lders and they will enlighten you”(Deuteronomy
32,7). The better we remember the past, the more we are
certain of our future.

Our community is proud of the fact, that in St. Petersburg
the first printed editions of the Bible, old scrolls and manu-
scripts, books and documents have been kept for so many
vears. Preserving our cultural heritage is a common goal
which is shared by our community and our city.
Remembering the achievements of our ancestors and creat-
ing a better future to pass on to the next generation is of
utmost importance. As we celebrate the 300 years of
St. Petersburg, we are pleased with the spirit of democracy
and tolerance that prevail in this splendid city.

We'd like to thank the author of the book, Dr. Shimon
Iakerson for publicizing these treasures. We would like to
thank all those who preserved these prominent items that are
presented in this album: The Russian National Library,
St. Petersburg branch of the Institute of Oriental Studies of
the Russian Academy of Sciences, The State Museum of the
History of Religion and the Russian Ethnographic Muscum,

With best wishes,

Chicf Rabbi
of St. Petersburg Jewish
religious community
M.-M. Pewzner

Chairman
of St. Petersburg Jewish
religious community
M. D. Grubarg
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Hacrosiee u3gaHye nocesileHo namsaTy
SJIMOHJIA /K. CADPBI 2T

2"T INDN 12 XIDD XU NATX PXD1
D'WN 1902 17"2 w0® / 3 Dec. 1999

U GyeT OH, CITOBHO J€PeBO, MOCAKEHHOE Y POTOKOB BO/,
KoTopoe ni0 CBOI MPUHOCUT BO BPEMS CBOE
W aucT KOTOpOro HE BAHET.

U Bo Bcem, uT0o 0N OyjeT Jgenarb,— npeycrieet.

Heaamo 1:3

-1 Cadpa — oauH U3 KpynHeHux 6aHKUPOB
HaIllero BpeMeHU — B TeUe€HUe BCell CBOCH XKU3HU
ObLT OJArOTBOPUTEIEM U MEIEHATOM, OKa3bIBaJ
OTPOMHYIO TIO/JIEPYKKY Pa3BUTHIO €BPEUCKOro
Hapoja Bo BceM mupe. [ToHuMAas HEOHEHUMYIO
PoJIb 00pa3oBaHMA, OH CTAT OCHOBATEIEM MHO-
'MX €BPEUCKHUX LIKOJ W y4acTBOBaJ B CO3/IaHUH
pas3HeIX 00pa3oBaTeNbHBIX yupexaeHuit. OH
Takke (GUHAHCHPOBAI MOCTPOUKY W pecTaBpa-
U0 6OJIbILIOIO YUC/IA CHHATOT, NOKYIKY CBUTKOR
Topel M PEKOHCTPYKLUMIO MHOTHX BayKHEUNIMX
peurno3Hbix o0bekToB B Mapaunie. TpyaHo ne-
PEOLICHUTh €ro  BKJajA B  OeCIUCICHHOE
MHOMKECTBO TYMaHUTAPHBIX, MEIUIIHHCKUX
W KYJIbTYPHBIX [TIPOEKTOB.

OunanTponudeckue B3rIAAb r-Ha Cadpsl
M €ro NPHUBEPKEHHOCTh €BPEHCKOMY HacJaeMIO
JKUBBL U Terepb: biaarorBoputesbhblih @oHp
umenn Iamona k. Cabpsl npogouxaer ¢u-
HAHCUPOBATh HavaThid r-HoM H r-;kou Cadpa
MIPOEKT: PECTABPAIMI0 YHHUKA/IBHOIO NMaMATHHKE
APXUTEKTYPBl — BoJsbIoI XOpaabHOW CHHATOTU
B Cankr-IlerepOypre.

This publication is dedicated to the memory of
EDMOND J. SAFRA ?"T

2"T ANDX ]2 XIDD XITY NINTX PR
D'WN 120D 7" 001 / 3 Dec. 1999

He is like a tree planted beside the streams of water,
Which yields its fruit in season,

Whose leaves shall not fade,

In all that he does he prospers.

Psalms 1:3

During his lifetime, Mr. Safra, considered by
many to have been among the greatest bankers of
his generation, was an extraordinary philan-
thropist and major supporter of Jewish life the
world over. He was a champion of Jewish educa-
tion, initiating and contributing to the creation of
Jewish schools and institutes of learning. He
financed the contribution and renovation of
numerous synagogues, the purchase of Torah
scrolls and the renovation of important religious
sites in Israel. He also contributed to countless
humanitarian, medical and cultural causes.

Mr. Safra’s philanthropic vision and commit-
ment to Jewish heritage lives on through the work
of the Edmond J. Safra Philanthropic Foundation
which continues to support the restoration of the
Edmond J. Safra Grand Choral Synagogue of
St. Petersburg, a project which was set in train by
Mr. and Mrs. Safra.
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AnbboM «36patiHbie KeMyKUHBD ABJIACTCA CKPOMHBIM BKJ1aJ0M EBpefickoil pesMrio3Hoi oSImuHbI B 11pa-
sanosanue 300-netns Caukr-TlerepGypra. [lepes HaMK epBast MOMBITKA MOKA3aTh WHPOKOMY KPYTY YHUTaTENEH
pas/ni4Hbie 00pasLibl 111€I€BPOB €BPECKOM KYIbTYPhl, XPAHALUXCS B TOPOACKUX COOPAHHAX: IMCTHI YHHUKAIbHBIX
PYKOITHCE 1 IepBOTIEYaTHBIX KHHT, AOKYMEHThI M KY/IbTOBYIO YTBaph (T. €. IPEAMETHI, CBA3aHHbIE ¢ 0POPMJIEHH-
€M MHTEPbEPOB CHHATOT, CBUTKOB TOPBI M HCTIOJIHEHHEM Pa3INdHbIX 06PAZ0B HyAan3Ma). Anb60oM COZEepKUT CO-
POK TMATbh WUHOCTPALIMI1, HA KOTOPBIX TIPEACTABJIEHBI WECTHAECAT YeThipe 00pa3ld KHIKHOrO H MPUKJIAAHOTO
HckyccTBa. Cpeyt HUX MOXKHO 0COG0 OTMETHTD JIMCTHI U3 CAMBIX /IPEBHHUX JATHPOBAHHBIX EBPEHCKMX PYKOIIHCEIH,
COYMHEHHH, COXPaHHUBILINeECA JHIIb B CAHKT-TIETePOYPICKUX COBPAHHUSIX, CAMBIC IIEPBbIE MEYATHBIC KHUIM HA MB-
pUTE, YHYKAIBHBIE KY/IBTOBbIE IIPEAMEThI U3 cepeGpa U MHOroe Apyroe. Kamaas vwiumocTpalius conpoBoxiaeTcsa
KOMMEHTApHeM, COACPKallM OMMCAHHE JaHHOrO parMeHTa 1y npejMera, OGbSCHEHHE €ro 3SHaY€HHA B HCTO-
PHH KYJbTYPB, U Pa3biCHEHHEM Cephl €ro MPUMEHEHHA.

HomuMo AeMOHCTpaluK caMHX (KEMYYKHUH» M PACCKa3a O HUX, BHIMAHHIO YUTATe/ e [pe/laraeTcs TaKxe
3KCKYPC B HCTOPHUIO GOPMHUPOBAHHA CAHKT-NeTePOYPreKMX KOLIEKLUI My Aarku 1 6ubmorpadus OCHOBHBIX pa-
60T, MOCBALEHHBIX MX HCCASAOBAHUIO. BBUAY HCKTIOYHTE/IBHOTO HAYYHOIO M KY/IbTYPHOIO 3HAY€HUS [1PeCTaB-
JIEHHOTO MaTepHUa/Ia H3LAHUE ITOATOTOBACHO Ha JABYX A3bIKAX — PYCCKOM H aHIVIHHCKOM.

AnbGOM paccYMTaH Ha Camblil WIHPOKHIA KPYT JHOAEH, MHTEPECYIOUMXCA eBPEHCKOM KY/IbTYPO#, a TaKKe Ha
moGuresel KHUTH U JEKOPaTHBHO-IIPUKJIAJIHOTO UCKYCCTBaA.

C. M. AxepcoH ~ kaHauAaT GUIOIOTHIECKUX HAYK, CTAPIIHi HAaYYHbIH coTpyauuK CankT-IletepOyprekoro
dumana Uneruryra Bocrokosegenuus PAH, unen-koppecnongent Epeiickoro INaneorpadguueckoro Ilpoexra
(Uepycannm), koHcyabraHT 6ubaroreku Espeitckoit Teonornueckoit CeMUHApUN AMEPUKH (Hblo—ﬁoplc), crie-
LATUCT B 00JIaCTH eBPENCKO CPeJHEBEKOBOM KHUIM, aBTOP CEPUH CTaTeil U MOHOTpaduil.

The album “Selected Pearls” is a modest contribution on the part of the Jewish religious community to the
300th anniversary of St. Petersburg. You see here the first attempt to show the general public various samples of
masterpieces of the Jewish culture, kept in the city collections. These are folios of unique manuscripts and incunab-
ula, documents and ritual and cult objects (i. e. the objects involved in the synagogues' interior decoration, in dif-
ferent Judaism rites execution, into the Torah scrolls). The album contains fourty five plates with sixty four items
(books, pieces of applied art). Among them are folios of the earliest dated Hebrew manuscripts, writings preserved
only in the St. Petersburg collections, the very first incunabula in Hebrew, unique silver ritual objects and many
others. Each plate has a description of the piece presented, of the area of its use and a reference to its significance
for the cultural history.

Apart from the demonstration of the “pearls” themselves and their stories, the readers are offered a trip into the
history of the St. Petersburg Judaic collections formation and a list of major literary works dealing with their study.
In view of the presented matter exclusive scientific and cultural value the album is edited in two languages: Russian
and English.

The album will be of interest to the most diverse sections of the public not indifferent to the Jewish culture and
also, to people fond of books and decorative applied arts.

Shimon M. Iakerson, PhD—Senior Researcher at the St. Petersburg Branch of the Institute of Oriental Studies,
Russian Academy of Sciences, Correspondent Member of the Hebrew Palaeography Project (Jerusalem), Adviser
of the Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America (New York), expert in the History of the Hebrew
book in the Middle Ages, author of a series of books and papers.
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