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PREFACE BY THE AUTHOR TO THE RUSSIAN EDITION
OF 1985

The Achaemenid empire originated in the sixth century B. C. and lasted
for more than two hundred years. It was the first world power in history
and encompassed, under the rule of the Persian kings, dozens of coun-
tries and peoples living in a huge area which stretched from Egypt in the
west to northwestern India in the east. Essentially, the history of the
Achaemenid realm is the history of all the Near East and West Central
Asia. The Achaemenid empire represents a crucial period during which
the foundations were laid for important socio-economic and political in-
stitutions and cultural traditions which were to play a vital role in world
history. It is this aspect which explains the great interest in the subject
shown by scholars and a wide circle of lay readers.

Although separate studies dedicated to the Achaemenid period are
published almost every year, all too often the political history is discussed
only superficially and commonly broken off at the fifth century B.C.
After this date the authors pass on to a discussion of the campaigns of
Alexander of Macedonia in the territory of the Persian kings, during the
second half of the fourth century B.C. In modern times, the political
history of ancient Iran was thoroughly investigated for the last time by
the American orientalist A. T. Olmstead, in his History of the Persian Em-
pire. Olmstead’s study was concluded in 1943. After the posthumous
publication of the book in 1948, archaeologists have brought to light a
considerable number of written sources which frequently supplement in
an essential way our information on the political events between the sixth
and the fourth centuries B.C.

In the present book an attempt has been made to redraw the complete
map of the Achaemenid empire’s political history. This has been done
with the help of all of the available information and academic literature.
For an extensive survey of the written sources, and a brief discussion of
the literature on the problems which will be outlined in this book, I refer
the reader to a previous publication, written in collaboration with V. G.
Lukonin, entitled Kul’tura i Ekonomika Drevnego Irana (Moscow 1980;
English edition, revised and updated: The Culture and Social Institutions of
Ancient Iran, Cambridge 1988). Information on the most important
publications which have appeared since 1980 will be indicated in the
course of the discussions of the relevant problems.

Iranian and other Eastern names are listed in their most common
form, which is normally based on Latin and Greek tradition. References
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XI1 PREFACE

in the main text to textual sources and special studies are made in a con-
cise manner. The full titles of the studies are listed in the bibliography.
Additions which have been made in order to clarify the translation of
original sources, are presented between parentheses. Reconstructions of
damaged texts are put between square brackets.

During various discussions about the manuscript of this book, many
valuable suggestions were made by staff members of the Leningrad
Branch of the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Academy of Sciences
of the USSR; Dr. V. A. Livsits offered considerable assistance in the
preparation of the manuscript for publication. Work on the Russian
original of the book was concluded in 1981, but later additions to the
Russian text were made on the basis of the most important publications
which were published subsequently. .
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PREFACE BY THE AUTHOR TO THE ENGLISH EDITION

The present book is a revised and updated English version of a study
which was first published in Russian (Moscow 1985). Additions have
been made on the basis of recent literature published until the beginning
of 1988.

I should like to thank the Brill’s publishing house for their acceptance
of the manuscript for publication, and above all, I should like to express
my sincere gratitude to Willem Vogelsang and Gillian Vogelsang-
Eastwood for their comments and their tremendous, excellent and impar-
tial work on the original Russian text.
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PREFACE BY THE TRANSLATOR

During my visit to Leningrad in the spring of 1987, M. A. Dandamaev
kindly presented me with a copy of his book on the political history of
the Achaemenid empire, which had shortly before been published in
Moscow. Back in Holland, and having read parts of the book, I asked
several scholars in the field whether it would be a good idea to have Dan-
damaev’s study translated into English, and thus ensure that the book
would be easily available to Western historians, archaeologists, and all
those who are interested in the history of the Persian Achaemenids.
Reactions were unanimously positive. Subsequently, contact was again
sought with Dandamaev, and permission was kindly granted to translate
his work, and to look for a suitable publisher. Thus, in the autumn of
1987 I started with the translation; at the same time, the Brill publishing
house accepted the book for publication. The first draft of the translation
was completed by the end of 1987 and sent to Leningrad. In February
1988, I had the chance to meet the author again in the Soviet Union, and
to discuss certain details. The final comments on the draft were received
in Holland in the summer of the same year, and the translation was com-
pleted by the end of the year.

There is hardly any need to introduce Dr Dandamaev to the specialist
public in the West. Being a student of famous Soviet scholars such as
V. 1. Abaev, V. V. Struve, and I. M. Diakonoff,-Dandamaev has since
1959 been connected to the Leningrad Branch of the Institute of Eastern
Studies, Academy of Sciences, USSR. His main studies include Persien
unter den ersten Achdmeniden (6. Jahrhundert v. Chr.) (1976), being a transla-
tion and revision of an original study in Russian published in 1963;
Slavery in Babylonia (1984), original Russian edition published in 1974;
and, together with V. G. Lukonin, Culture and Social Institutions of Ancient
Iran (1988), first published in Russian, 1980.

In recent years, a number of studies have been published which discuss
the history of the Achaemenid empire. These include J. M. Cook’s The
Persian Empire (1983); R. N. Frye’s The History of Ancient Iran (1984), and
The Cambridge History of Iran. Vol. II: The Median and Achaemenian Periods
(1985). The present book constitutes an important addition to the above,
since it not only discusses in detail the ‘empire-building’ years of the Per-
sians, but also the last century of its existence, before the Empire was
conquered by the Macedonians under Alexander. Another important
aspect of the book is the use which has been made of Babylonian sources,
which often seem to be neglected by historians who favour the classical
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PREFACE BY THE TRANSLATOR Xv

information. In short, I feel sure that the present book will be an impor-
tant contribution to the study of the Persian Achaemenid empire.

Willem Vogelsang, December 1988
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