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Abstract. The paper bases on five items of storage from the Archive of 
Orientalists and one of the collection of Mongolian manuscripts and xylographs of 
the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian Academy of Sciences (St. Pe-
tersburg). It examines the process of collecting epics of Western Buryats in the 
1920s-1940s. A preliminary description of the activities of two researchers who 
have left a significant contribution to the Buryat folklore studies is given. Signifi-
cant differences were revealed in the ways of recording epics, used by collectors 
in neighboring territories. On the basis of materials from the Archive of Oriental-
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ists of the IOM RAS, an attempt was made to partially reconstruct the stages of 
the field and research work of Andrei K. Bogdanov. A description of a monument 
valuable for the history of folklore studies - the "desktop" of the field collector 
Tatiana K. Alekseeva. Documents from the funds of the Central State Archive of 

activity are 
attached to the paper. 

Key words: Epics, Buryats, Irkutsk region, field records, Archive of Ori-
entalists, Old Mongolian Manuscripts, IOM RAS, Alekseeva Tatiana K., Bog-
danov Andrey K., Toroev Apollon A. 
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