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EDITOR’S NOTE

The Eighth European Conference on Iranian Studies, organized by the Societas 
Iranologica Europaea, took place in Saint Petersburg, Russia, September 14th – 19th 2015. 
It was hosted by the State Hermitage Museum and by the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts 
of the Russian Academy of Sciences. At the closing session of the conference, the plans for 
the publication of the proceedings were announced, and many participants submitted their 
papers for publication.

As has been customary for previous European Conferences on Iranian Studies which 
took place in various research centers of Europe once in four years, the proceedings are 
divided into two volumes, the first on the Iranian peoples of the pre-Islamic period and 
the second on the Islamic period. We followed this tradition with little modification: three 
articles technically from the later period are included in the first volume. The two papers on 
historical linguistics of modern Iranian languages – Kurdish (Sebastian Heine) and Pashto 
(Matteo De Chiara) – are included in the first volume because the editors’ experience sug-
gests that subjects on historical linguistics are of greater interest for the scholars working on 
Old or Middle Iranian philology rather than those specializing in Persian literature. Camilla 
Insom’s investigation of sacred places in Kurdistan, although focusing on the very recent 
period, is also included in the first volume since the underlying research was conducted in 
the framework of the Italian archeological mission to Iraqi Kurdistan, and the main results 
of that mission are presented here by Julian Bogdani and Luca Colliva, naturally in the first 
volume.

The wide range of the volume, in chronology, geography and variety of subjects 
reflects the state of the art in Iranian studies in various centers today. It is important to note 
that, amid the contributions of senior active scholars, we see the first papers of younger 
researchers who will form the landscape of Iranian studies in future decades.

Some technical notes are in order. The papers are organized alphabetically by au-
thor. We attempted to make a uniform system of notes and references. We did not pursue 
the goal of making uniform transcriptions or transliterations of Persian, Avestan, Russian or 
other languages. The different aims of research often dictate different system of rendering 
of foreign languages. 



We are grateful to Doug Hitch (Whitehorse) for his correction of the English gram-
mar and style of the papers as well as for many valuable suggestions on the subjects of 
many articles on linguistics, to Aleksandr Stadnik (the Hermitage publishers) for careful 
layout of the volume, to Julia Redkina and Daria Gaskevich for much advice on the final 
shape of the book as well to the Hermitage publishers in general for accepting for pub-
lication the volumes of the proceedings of the Eighth European Conference on Iranian 
Studies.
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