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In the Ottoman empire, as earlier under the caliphate, non-
Muslim subjects were obligated to pay a poll-tax — jizya,
excluding children, women, invalids, the blind, and the
non-working poor. Since the tax was at various times col-
lected in various ways, it is sometimes difficult to term it
a poll-tax. In villages, until a new register of tax-payers was
drawn up, peasants had to pay the tax for those who had
died or for neighbors who had fled. For a long time, the
household and its occupants was considered the basic unit
of taxation. After a tax reform in 1691, the tax became
strictly individual. Upon payment of the tax, each tax-payer
received a receipt called warag or kagid, which simply
means “paper”. Payments were recorded in special registers
— daftars. These were drawn up duplicate: one copy was
sent to the capital, the second remained in the provincial
archive [1]. The daftars were collected in a special depart-
ment in Istanbul called the galam-i jizya. This department
prepared the payment receipts every year and, when the
time came, handed them over to tax-collectors in sealed
bags [2]. Every year the Ottoman Sultan determined tax
rates on the basis of a fatwd handed down by the shaykh al-
islam, There were three tax rates: high — lel, middle —
b ), and low u.i..s\.

A large number of daftars is preserved in archives:
418 volumes of financial registers for the poll-tax for the
period from 1551 to 1840, and 36 volumes of the Christian
affairs register for the period from 1641 to 1838 [3]. Many
financial documents have already been published. How-
ever, in preparing this brief study, I was unable to find
mention of any receipts being published or of any surviving
receipts. This is not surprising, as for the organs of taxation
they were out-going, rather than in-coming, documents, and
the fact of the tax's payment was recorded in the daftars. It
simply made no sense to copy the receipts for the archive.
It is possible that some tax-payers retained them for a time
to avert any possible misunderstandings, as we do today
with receipts for rent or the telephone bill. But in the best
case, they would only have been retained until the death of
the tax-payer. After that they were of no use to anyone. A
favourable confluence of circumstances was necessary for
one of them to survive and fall into the hands of scholars. It

appears that two of these receipts have turned up in our
manuscript collection thanks to such a confluence of cir-
cumstances.

Two folios of paper — one pink and one yellow, their
size 14.0X10.5 cm (fig. 1) and 15.0 X 10.7 cm (fig. 2) —
were inserted in manuscript C 719 from the collection of
the St. Petersburg Branch of the Institute of Oriental Stud-
ies. They are very similar in structure and in the organisa-
tion of the information they contain. In the upper part of
each folio (henceforth, Doc. 1 and Doc. 2) is a completely
illegible inscription, most likely someone's signature.
Lower on Doc. 1, “Beirut” is written in Arabic. Seal
impressions are located in the upper left corner of each
document. The impression on Doc. 1 is hexagonal
(3.0X2.1 cm), and on Doc. 2 a scalloped seal impression
on the base of circle (1.8 X 2.0 cm). The legends on the
seals differ only in the year and were clearly made by the
same carver. On Doc. 1 the legend runs: $ a yoe ol 0
g oasle g pudie 81 VYVY L (“From the first day
of Muharram of the year 1212”), with the year noted twice,
in figures and in words. The year 1213 is indicated in the
legend on Doc. 2. Beneath the seal impressions, the year is
written once again by hand: Doc. 1 — a ;as MYAY G
(“Muharram of the year 1212”); Doc.2 — VYVY diww
(“The year 1213”). One should note that the Muslim year
begins with the month Muharram, and that the jizya was
usually collected at the beginning or end of the year.

In the upper right corner of each document are com-
pletely identical impressions of what is apparently the same
rectangular seal (2,5 X 2.5 cm) with a floral ornament and
the legend — _wlydl &3 el (“high rate jizya per
head”).

Lower on Doc.1 is an inscription with the name
olele ol g JuliS (“Kiyayil son of Maghat™). In its place on
Doc. 2, in the same location one finds the impression of a
square stamp (2.8 X 2.8 cm). The stamp has a wide, double
rim around the perimeter, and in the centre the word o,
(“son”), is carved on a dark, horizontal strip. On the clear
margins above and below this strip names have been writ-
ten in by hand to produce el Wy Js S (“Kiril son of
Maghak”™).

* This article is part of the work conducted by the author in 1996 with the support of the International Science Fund.
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